
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 16th DECEMBER 2021 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

 

Cllrs Mrs D Rowe (Chair), Mrs M Duncan, Mr E Brown and Mrs A Bell  

County Councillors A. Batey, D. Wood and P. Pringle 

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage and Mr Howlett.  

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

Cllr A Wake and Cllr J Tate         

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

None Declared.  

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – NOVEMBER 2021 

 
Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 

 
5. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 

 
Mr Howlett asked if there was to be any additional tree planting in the area? CC Batey said she would enquire whether 
trees could be planted on the former DCC Waste Management site. 
 
Mr Howlett asked why there is a strip of land fenced off on Ouston Football field. CC Batey said it is a break between 
the football field and the allotments. 
 
Mr Howlett said he was still concerned about litter issues in the village. LB asked if residents have concerns about 
litter, that they report them to her by email detailing the date, time, locations and attach any photographs they have. 
LB said if residents report areas where litter is an ongoing problem, then the PC can look at ways to address the 
issues like asking the litter picker to target that area or deploying the volunteers to the area on the days the litter picker 
isn’t working. LB said if we aren’t aware of the issues then we can’t solve them.  
 
On Remembrance Sunday CC Batey said she had gone to the garden early to remove the leaf litter from the garden in 
preparation for the service. She had removed the leaves and placed them at the side. Cllr Brown had gone along to 
check and tidy the garden and removed the leaves from site. Cllr Bell said the PC had offered additional hours to the 
litter picker to carry out gardening tasks but he decline the offer. The PC said they need to look at the ongoing 
maintenance of the Memorial. To be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

CC Batey said £185.00 had been collected for the Royal British Legion from the three services held in Pelton Ward 
and thanked residents who had donated. 
 
CC Batey said a planning application had been submitted for 160 properties near Stella Gill Industrial Estate. She has 
raised it at our meeting as it may result in a further increase in traffic on the A693. Another planning application has 
been submitted for 100+ units on the former Roseberry school site. This will also result in additional traffic on the 
A693.  
CC Batey said there has been a new bus forum set up which is linked to the AAP to help resolve Go NE bus issues. 
Go NE reported that the £1 fare after 6pm had been a success.  
 
CC Batey said the Pelton Police event, Pop Up Santa was a success. She said Ouston Community Centre was the 
most attended and she had “spammed” the Villagers FB group to promote the event. LB added that she had promoted 
it on the relevant FB groups from mid-November, the weekend before, the day before and several times on the day to 
raise awareness. It was also advertised on our website and posters were displayed in our noticeboards. 
 
CC Batey said the Power Outages caused by storm Arwen at the end of November affected properties in Urpeth 
Grange, High Handenhold and Beamish. Approximately 1300 properties were without power for 22hours and some 



 
properties in High Handenhold and Beamish had no power for 7 days. A local resident had loaned generators to 
resident who needed power for medical reasons. Chester Le Street FC loaned butler flasks to CC Batey and Ouston 
residents donated hot water for her to distribute where needed. CC Batey thanked Ouston Parish residents who 
helped out. CC Batey said the Pelton Division and OPC needed an emergency contingency plan in place which will 
use Ouston Community Centre a base. Ouston PCs could be used as part of a team of first responders. She said she 
had previously mentioned that a plan needed to be put in place when Ouston Bank was not accessible during a bad 
winter which left people stranded a few years ago. To be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
CC Batey suggested that Ouston Community Centre to asset transferred to OPC. She said Ouston Community 
Association lease the land from DCC and the lease only has a few years left. Ouston residents own the building as 
they took part in a “Buy a Brick” scheme when the centre was originally built. CC Batey said she would arrange a 
online meeting during January between DCC Asset Management, an OCA Board Member, Cllr Bell and Cllr Rowe to 
discuss the proposals. To be discussed at the next meeting. CC Batey also suggest that one of the PCs become an 
OCA Board member. CC Batey suggested that LB contact CDALC to ask for guidance regarding the asset transfer of 
a Community Building to a PC. 
 

7. ADOPTION OF DCC CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

CDALC recommended that Parish Council’s adopt DCC’s Code of Conduct. LB issued copies of the document prior to 
the meeting to enable the PC’s to review it. All PC’s present voted to adopt DCC’s Code of Conduct. 
 
 

8. ALLOTMENTS 
 
8.1 NSALG Membership 

The PC’s present unanimously agreed to join NSALG. LB to organise. 

 
8.2 Internal Access Paths 

Cllr Brown to speak to the tenant regarding materials - Ongoing. 
 

9. 2022/23 BUDGET AND PRECEPT PREPARATION 
 

Prior to the meeting Cllr Wake emailed LB and suggested holding £2000, per year for the next four years, back in 
reserves for the Pelton Division traffic calming scheme. 

 
10. EVENTS 2021- 2022 

 
10.1 Christmas Lights Competition 

At the meeting the PC’s present discussed the Christmas Lights on the houses that they viewed on their walk 
around our Parish.  
1st Prize went to a house on the main road on Cromarty 
2nd Prize went to a house on Turnberry 
3rd Prize went to another house on Cromarty. 
The PC’s agreed that there are some fantastic displays and thanked the residents for spreading Christmas joy 
and spirit. LB to upload photos to the website and Cllr Wake to update the FB page. Prizes will be awarded on 
the 22nd December. 
 

10.2 Jubilee Flower Bed and Memorial Garden 
LB emailed Ian Harland from DCC to ask for an installation date. Ian said they were due to start early December 
but due to the destruction of storm Arwen the teams were clearing debris from many locations in County 
Durham. LB to source a date for the Jubilee Bed.  
 
LB said the PC had been awarded £100 from the Neighbourhood budget for bulbs. LB agreed with CC Batey 
that the bulbs would be planted in the Memorial Garden as well as the Jubilee bed as there would be too many 
for the Jubilee bed alone.  
 
Cllr Rowe said that the tub near Cook’s Corner is damaged beyond repair. The PCs are to remove the plants 
and LB will ask Down to Earth Landscapes to remove and dispose of the tub when they dismantle and dispose 
of the temporary trees. 

   
11. CLERK’S REPORT 

 



 
LB has received emails from a concerned allotment tenant that the gates near the OAA plot have been left unlocked 
and wide open on three occasions (7th, 15th and 16th December). This is a security breach of the allotment site and 
tenants must lock the gates when not in use. To be monitored. 
 
LB received three complaints from concerned residents regarding the condition of the road near Ouston Springs Farm. 
The residents reported that the farmer had cut the hedge and left the cuttings on the road which is part of a DCC 
adopted highway. As well as the PC’s, I also referred it to the County Councillors and CC Wood confirmed at the 
meeting, it is a DCC adopted highway. The residents stated that the debris included thorny branches which could 
cause injury to walkers and pets and damage to property such as tyres. Cllr Tate carried out an investigation and said 
the thorny hedge had possibly been blown by strong winds all over the lane.  The PC instructed LB to send the farmer 
a letter asking him to clear the debris after cutting next year. 
 
LB contacted CDALC to ask if the PC can pay a musician to play the Last Post at our Remembrance Sunday service. 
CDALC responded by stating they can’t see that there would be any restrictions on the PC paying a bugler as 
Remembrance Services aren’t governed by any specific ‘Remembrance Day’ statutory requirements.   

  
LB was sent an email from Pelton Parish clerk asking or PC’s to object to the Roseberry playing field being asset 
transferred to Hilda Park FC. CC Batey spoke to the PCs regarding the proposed asset transfer and discussed the 
implications such as the shortage of 9v9 and 11v11 3G floodlit pitches in Chester Le Street and North Durham area. 
Pelton County Councillors also paid £40,000 for changing facilities out of their Neighbourhood Budget when the school 
was demolished. The PC’s present unanimously agreed to oppose the proposals. LB to send an email on behalf of the 
PC to James Rowlandson at DCC detailing why the PC oppose it. For more details contact CC Batey. 
 
 

12. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
12.1 Monthly Accounts and December invoices. 

 
The expenditure for December was reviewed and agreed. 
 

13. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 

The January meeting agenda will include: 

• Jubilee Flowerbed 

• Budget Proposals 

• OCA Asset Transfer 

• Litter Issues 

 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 20th JANUARY 2021 business to discuss will be as per 

Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.01 hours. 

 

APPENDIX ONE:   CHEQUES SIGNED AT MEETING 

                    

102004   L Blondrage December pay 5 weeks 

102005      L Blondrage Home working allowance 

102006   D Johnston December pay 5 weeks 

102007   HMRC December PAYE 5 weeks 

102008   SE Harrison & Sons 2 x Christmas trees 

102009   Ouston Community Assn. Room hire May - Dec inc 

102010   Sam Davies Prepare & paint 6 benches 

102011   NSALG Membership Fee 
 


