
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 2021 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 
 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
 
Mr A Wake (Chair), Mrs D Rowe (Vice Chair), Mr J Tate, Mrs M Duncan, Mr E Brown and Mrs A Bell  
County Councillors D. Wood and P. Pringle 
Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mrs Dodd, Mr Henderson and 3 residents.  

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
CC A. Batey          

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 
None Declared.  
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – AUGUST 2021 
 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 
Three residents attended the meeting as observers after seeing the invitation in the Newsletter. The PC 
welcomed them and thanked them for attending. 
 
Mrs Dodd asked if the traffic survey had been carried out on Ouston Lane. CC Wood said he would give 
further details in his County Councillor’s Report. 
 
Mr Henderson an allotment tenant had written a letter to the PC asking a few questions. Cllr Wake 
responded with the following: 
1. What are the rents used for? 

Water, pest control, asbestos removal, fence repairs and skips. 
 

2. Why yearly increase? 
Outgoings are more than income. Ouston Parish Residents are complaining that the precept is 
subsidising the allotments. 33 Ouston Parish Residents have allotments out of 74 plots. 
2019 – 2020 Income £2265.00, Outgoings £3352.08, Shortfall £1087.08. 
2020 – 2021 Income £3145.00, Outgoings £5091.58, Shortfall £1946.58. 
2021 – 2022 Income £3550.00, Outgoings £1896.58 to date in September. 
 

  The aim of the PC is for the income to cover the outgoings and for the PC to build up a reserve for  
 Asbestos removal and fence repairs in the future. 
 

3. Are the allotments allocated skips? 
Current Rules – (13.1) All waste that cannot be composted shall be removed from the allotment site by 
the tenant. 
Previous Rules (pre Nov 2019) – (7b) Skips are provided as funds become available throughout the 
season for disposal of rubbish. 

  
 OPC have provided skips on the following: 

April 2019/March 2020 – March 2020 
April 2020/March 2021 - January 2021 
April 2021/March 2022 – September 2021 
 



 
I checked with neighbouring Parish Councils and Pelton PC don’t provide any skips on any of their 
sites, it is up to the tenant to remove their own rubbish. Urpeth PC provide one skip per site per year. 

 
4. Why plots divided in two? 

Larger plots are divided into two to make the plot size more manageable for new tenants and beginners. 
Mr Pringle added that he can recall that an elderly tenant asked for their plot to be halved to make it 
more manageable. The PC discussed, agreed and introduced this and as larger plots became available 
they were halved to reduce the waiting list and make them more manageable. Mr Pringle added that 
there is an Act of Parliament regarding sizes. LB to look into this.  
 

5. Why are some couples paying for two plots?  
Some couples on site are paying for two plots because the plot was split into two before they took over 
the plot. The plots a & b were previously occupied by two tenants from different households. The person 
next on the waiting list was offered half a plot and the other half of the couple applied in writing to take 
over the other half knowing they would have to pay rent for each plot which they were happy to do. 
 

6. 12 Chicken Rule 
Cllr Wake said there is no 12 chicken rule, as minuted under item 7.2 in 28th January 2021 in the OPC 
meeting minutes. There is no rule until a public consultation can take place. Mr Henderson added that 
he currently has 17 chickens and they have been laying 1 egg per day. The heat and cold affects their 
ability to lay eggs.  
 
The PC thanked Mr Henderson for sending his questions to the PC and encouraged other tenants to 
raise any queries with the PC by email or letter. The PC want to continue to work with tenants and 
maintain a good rapport.  
 

Cllr Brown said the pest control inspection carried out reported 11 plots treated and 8 had taken bate. 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

CC Wood clarified that he was attending as a County Councillor and CC Pringle was attending as an 
allotment tenant. 
 
Perkinsville Rec – Goal posts have been installed and a local team have been awarded use by DCC. 
Residents can use the pitch when it isn’t in use. The Football Club have agreed to use the Ranch car park 
for their vehicles. OFC were offered use but they said it needs to be fenced off. Fencing and a gate are to 
be installed.  
 
OFC – The plans for the 3G pitch and changing rooms are ongoing. 
 
Sausage About Consultation – The results of the Sausage About consultation carried out by the CC’s are 
available from CC Wood or the clerk. CC Wood to follow up the traffic survey date.  
 
Ross Park – Komplan were awarded the refurbishment of Ross Park contract and DCC hope the 
refurbishment will be completed by the end of the year but it depends on the weather conditions.  
 
BMX track – The CC’s will hold another consultation with the children and young people who will be using 
it. Date to be confirmed.  
 
Pelton Cemetery – The Cemetery is being extended and some maintenance work will take place including 
cutting back of existing shrubbery. A group called the Friends of Pelton Cemetery are looking for 
volunteers. 
 
Levelling up fund – There are currently two bids from our area, Chester Le Street and Stanley. The 
successful bid will be awarded up to £20million to help regeneration of Town Centres and improve 
Transport Links (A693).  
 

       Leisure Centre – A new leisure centre is being built in Chester Le Street.  



 
 
       Changing of Flowerbeds – Clean & Green will let us know when the flowerbeds are being replanted. The  
       flowers will be relocated in the Memorial Garden and residents can also take what they need too.  
 
       Former Roseberry School site – Karbon Homes are holding a public consultation on Monday 4th October at  
                  6pm in Grange Villa Community Centre. The proposals include Rent to Buy and properties for over 55’s.  
 
                 Buses – The 28 & 28a services have been reinstated but there are still problems with the 34 service  
                 regarding frequency. Driver availability is an ongoing issue due to Covid. 
 

7. ALLOTMENTS 

 
Allotment Skip 
At our last meeting Mr Pringle claimed it was in our allotment rules that we would provide two skips per 
year. LB checked the previous tenancy agreement and the current tenancy agreement and what they state 
is: 
Current Rules – (13.1) All waste that cannot be composted shall be removed from the allotment site by the 
tenant. 
Previous Rules – (7b) Skips are provided as funds become available throughout the season for disposal of 
rubbish. 
Although skip provision is not in our rules, the PC have provided one skip per year over the last 3 financial 
years as minuted above in item 5 question 3. 
 
Internal Access Paths 
Cllr Brown has been unable to contact the tenant regarding resurfacing of the internal paths. Mr Pringle 
said he would speak to the tenant and ask them to contact Cllr Brown. Cllr Brown thanked Mr Henderson 
and other tenants who have maintained and mowed the internal paths to improve accessibility. 
 
Inspections  
As a result of the last inspections one of the tenants who received an improvement letter, sent an email to 
the clerk, which made allegations about OAA and one of the PC’s. Cllr Wake said the PC would discuss at 
the end of the meeting. CC Wood agreed this should be a part b. 
 
To clarify another verbal query asked by another tenant, Inspection letters are sent out by the clerk on 
behalf of the PC. The clerk does not take part in the allotment inspections and does not decide who gets 

letters. 
 
Equipment on Vacant Plots 
Mr Henderson asked what happens with equipment left on vacant allotments. LB said other tenants can ask 
the previous tenant if they can buy or take the equipment. Tenant must not take any property without the 
owner’s consent. 
 

                  Fire Damaged Fence 
LB contacted DCC Landlords team regarding the arson attack which resulted in our external allotment   
fence being damaged. The landlord of the property has kindly repaired the damaged section of fencing.  

 
8. JUBILEE FLOWERBED AND MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Cllr Bell and LB met with Ian Harland from DCC’s Garden team. They discussed a 3m x 3m flower bed with 
seven roses, a three four three formation with planting round the edge. It will be located on the grass verge 
in between the two barriers opposite Cooks Corner. Ian will speak to Graham Cousins and will email us 
prices. The Cllrs agreed that two roses either side of the Memorial Garden will be planted. CC Wood said 
he would email a Karbon Homes contact to LB.  

Cllrs Bell, Brown and Tate will source additional planting for the Memorial Garden. The OAA members will 
help plant.  

DCC will send us a price for watering the memorial garden during dry periods.  



 
 

9. CLERK’S REPORT 

LB reported that the litter bin on Ouston Lane near the bus stop in the centre of the village, needs emptying 
again. LB requested an additional litter bin again for the car park due to persistent littering. 

      Cllr Rowe said, when she was delivering the Newsletters, a resident had reported that the cut between 
      Angus and the Oval was overgrown with a spikey bush and the path is uneven. LB to report. 
 
      Cllr Duncan said, a resident suggested that a drop kerb be installed in front of the Old Co Op building. CC  
      Wood to report. 
       
     LB to contact the PCSO’s to ask if they would be interested in holding their Community Christmas event at  
     The Community Centre again. If not LB has suggested the Community Centre hold a Christmas event. Cllr  
     Bell suggested the PC donate the selection boxes. 
             
10. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

10.1 Monthly Accounts and September Invoices. 
 

The expenditure for September was reviewed and agreed. 
 

11. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 
 
August meeting will include: 

 Events – Remembrance and Christmas 2021 

 Jubilee Flowerbed 

 Allotment Internal Access Paths 
 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 28TH OCTOBER 2021 business to discuss will be as 
per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.34 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE: 

CHEQUES SIGNED AT MEETING 
                    

 
Chq No  Paid to Description 

101981   L Blondrage Sept pay 4 weeks 

101982      L Blondrage Home working allowance 

101983   D Johnston Sept pay 4 weeks 

101984   HMRC Sept PAYE 4 weeks 

101985   CDALC Year End Training 

101986   Mazars External AGAR 20/21 

101987   DCC Web Support 2021/22 

101988   DCC Grounds Maintenance 

101989   Information Commissioner Data Protection Fee 

101990   Lifestyle Printing Newsletter 

    
101991 

  Wave Water Allotment Water Charge 


