
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd JULY 2021 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

 

Mr A Wake (Chair), Mrs D Rowe (Vice Chair), Mr J Tate, Mrs M Duncan, Mrs A Bell and Mr E Brown,  

County Councillors A. Batey and D. Wood 

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr B. Howlett and Mr and Mrs Dodd 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

No apologies for absence.            

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

None Declared.  

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – JUNE 2021 

 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 

Mr Howlett asked the County Councillors why there hasn’t been a speed visor installed in the village. Mr Howlett 
originally raised this in October 2017. CC Wood said that there is a temporary one in the village at the moment. The 
temporary visor is allocated to our Parish 4 times a year for 11 days at a time. Mr Howlett said it had been previously 
agreed that the PC would help fund an additional visor along with the CC’s, PPC and UPC and asked why this hasn’t 
happened? CC Wood replied by stating that DCC Highways were looking for suitable locations but DCC Street 
Lighting department said the locations were unsuitable and they could not accommodate it. CC Wood added that 
rather than lose the funding it was reallocated to Station Lane in Pelton. Mr Howlett said that the decision of installing 
the speed visor was made by the PC and DCC had taken it away. Mr Howlett said he is disappointed at DCC dictating 
to the PC regarding speed visors. Cllr Bell said DCC would not foot the bill for the electricity used by a PC speed visor 
and as a Parish we had to pay for the street lights on Ouston Bank (£8492 for 10 years from 2018-2028). However, 
the visors are battery powered, this raises the issue of who is responsible for charging it and reinstalling it. CC Batey 
added that she believed they were talking about two different visors. CC Wood said he will reapply.  
 
Mr Dodd asked how the traffic count was carried out. Is it a manual count? CC Batey replied by stating that the traffic 
is counted by a cable across the road and the count was broken into sections. Mr Dodd asked what the time period 
would be for the survey and how was the data broken down as he felt previous surveys weren’t effective. Mr Dodd 
asked for the survey to be carried out over days rather than 24 hours. CC Batey said she would send Mr Dodd the 
recent data. CC Batey said that the traffic count for our village had been requested for September 2021 as the schools 
will be back and it should be more accurate. CC Batey added that she had observed 5 heavy tippers travelling 
together through the village today at 3pm. 
 
Mr Howlett suggested the speed be reduced to a 20mph limit through the village. Mr Dodd added that in Birtley there 
is a 20mph limit and it is not near schools. Ouston has two schools in close proximity to Ouston Lane and is still 
30mph. The PC said they had looked at a 20mph in the past but LB will look at the criteria again as we have more 
traffic due to commuters from other villages cutting through the village, more HGV’s and no school crossing patrol.    
 
Mr Howlett warned that ticks were in the area and for residents to be vigilant and to check their pets. 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

CC Wood said that the tenders for Ross Park had been returned and had been signed off by legal, and would be sent 
to the Parishes. Four designs for the parks had been returned and they will go out for consultation. CC Wood will 
inform the Parish how and when the consultations will take place. CC Wood will send information to the Parishes by 
next week. 
 

7.25 – CC Pringle arrived. 
 
       CC Wood said the BMX track is going ahead but won’t be until next year. CC Batey to meet the new site manager. 



 
 

CC Wood confirmed that there will be traffic survey on the A693 sausage about (between Perkinsville and Pelton) and 
that a representative from Highways will attend the meeting. CC Wood said that some short term solutions have been    
agreed such as cutting back on the left hand side, pulling back the antiskid surface and new clearer road markings 
coming from Stanley.  
 
CC Batey said that sadly the paths and new doors have been vandalised with blue and white paint at Ouston Football 
Club. CC Batey said that the offenders would have been sprayed with blue and white paint and has asked for witness 
to come forward. The offence is thought to have taken place between 8.30pm on Tuesday 20th July and 8.30am on 
Wednesday 21st July. CC Batey said they were waiting for CCTV from the area. 
 
CC Batey said the football pitch plans were being finalised and a grounds and ecological survey was carried out. It 
was decided that the best place for the new 3G pitch was in the tree area. Once the pitch is finished additional planting 
will be carried out.  
 

7. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
LB said the Parish Council had received a letter detailing a planning application regarding a mast on Ouston Springs 
Farm. Cllr Wake said he had shared the details on social media but the PC have no issues regarding the application. 
 

8. NEWSLETTER 
 

Cllr Rowe has emailed a draft newsletter to the PC and LB. Cllr Rowe said she has a few amendments. CC Batey said 
she will send Cllr Rowe some photographs for the newsletter.  
 
The PCs’ agreed that the remaining wooden and metal benches belonging to the Parish will be inspected and 
repainted if needed. 
 

9. LITTER PICKERS HOURS 
 

Cllr Wake spoke to the Litter Picker regarding his hours. He agreed an increase if the PC required. The PC discussed 
the increase in hours and agreed that at the present time his hours wouldn’t be increased. We have three volunteer 
litter pickers as well as the PC litter picker who currently works four hours a week. It will be reviewed if and when 
required in the future.   
 

10. GREAT NORTH AIR AMBULANCE FUNDING REQUEST 

 
The PC received an email funding request from the GNAA. Cllr Wake said as a PC we support local charities. Cllr Bell 
said although GNAA isn’t based locally they will cover our Parish if and when required. The PC agreed that it was a 
good cause and LB is to respond advising we will support them.  
 

 
11. ALLOTMENTS 

 
11.1 BEST ALLOTMENT AND RUNNER UP 2021 

Cllr Brown said it would a great to award Best Allotment and Runner up for 2021. It wasn’t carried out last year 
due to Covid but the PC agreed that it would be held this year and the prizes would be £50.00 for the winner and 
the runner up will receive £30.00. The winner and runner up will be judged for their allotment cultivation over the 
year to date as observed during the PC Inspections. The Categories will be Best Large and Best Small Allotment 
plus runners up. Prizes will be awarded in September / October.  
 

11.2 CANCELLED JUNE INSPECTIONS 

Cllr Brown said that due to heavy, persistent rain the allotment inspections were cancelled. A tenant had emailed 
the PC asking why the inspections didn’t take place. Cllr Brown said the PC’s were unable to go to site, to 
carryout inspections in the torrential rain and Cllr Brown had text all the tenants he had mobile numbers for by 
11am informing them of the cancellation. Cllr Brown added that tenants are not required to stay on site for the 
inspections but must leave their plot open for access, and therefore tenants who are ill need not remain on site.  
 
 

11.3 RESULTS OF MAY INSPECTIONS 

Cllr Brown said one of the plots did not achieve 50% was proposed to be split in half to make it more 
manageable for the tenant. The tenant spoke to the OAA Chair in Cllr Brown’s absence which led to a verbal 
altercation. Cllr Wake said threatening behaviour from tenants will not be tolerated.  
 



 
CC Pringle asked why correspondence were signed by Cllr Brown and not the clerk. LB said the letters had 
been composed by Cllr Brown and he had signed them, as already discussed in the last meeting. CC Batey said 
all PC correspondence must be signed by the clerk. LB said she wasn’t aware this was the case but would 
check with CDALC. The PC agreed that all correspondence will be signed by the clerk.  
 
CC Pringle said he had been informed that 8 tenants’ allotments were “borderline 50%” but only 4 tenants 
received letters. CC Pringle said that to be consistent all 8 should have received letters.   

 
Cllr Brown spoke to the Pest Controller who was on site today. The Pest Controller was unable to access three plots   
that required an inspection. Cllr Brown will inform LB and she will issue letters to tenants reminding them that the Pest 
Controller must be able to access all plots. Cllr Brown said he was pleased with the service. 
 
Cllr Duncan asked for an update on the allotment access paths. Cllr Brown said he would speak to the tenant who 
provided him with the prices and feedback to the PC.  

 
12. MEMORIAL GARDEN AND FLOWER TUB MAINTAINENCE 

 
The PC thanked CC Batey for removing weeds in the Memorial Garden. Cllr Brown confirmed the OAA will weed and 
maintain the Memorial Garden on a weekly basis. Whilst tending the garden Cllr Brown was talking to a resident who 
was visiting the garden. The resident was laying two shells on the memorial which is a tribute to the Merchant Navy. 
The resident wrote a beautiful poem which he gave to Cllr Brown and he read it at our meeting. The resident said he 
was “over the moon with the Memorial Garden” and had taken photos and shared them with various Armed Forces 
groups throughout the country.  
 
LB obtained a quote for digging out the poor soil behind the Memorial stone and replacing it with new top soil. The PC 
said they were would persevere with the existing soil at the moment as the laurel hedging seems to be growing. The 
money saved will go towards painting the green metal benches mentioned earlier.  
 
Cllr Brown thanked the PC’s, CC Batey and volunteers who planted the village tubs in the pouring rain. There are 
more plants to be added. The PC thanked Cllr Brown for cultivating the plants.  
 
Mr Howlett asked why residents aren’t informed when the flowerbeds are change. The CC’s had previously said that 
residents can take the old plants free of charge when the beds are changed as the Parish precept pays for them. CC 
Batey said she will find out from her new contact and pass on the information.  
 
Cllr Brown said that he has arranged for the reservoir in the tub at the top of Ouston Bank to be filled as it is a self-
watering tub.  
 

13. PARISH EVENTS SUMMER TO WINTER 2021 
13.1      Best Ouston Parish Flower Garden & Runner Up 

The PC discussed reintroducing the Best Garden competition next year. The PC unanimously agreed that it        
would be a positive addition. There will be no need to enter as the gardens will be judged by the PCs walking 
round the village at various times of the year to assess constant maintenance. It was proposed that walk 
around inspections in our Parish will be carried out on a date during the winter, a date in summer and a 
decision in September. Cllr Bell was put forward to be in charge of the committee. Cllrs Rowe, Tate and 
Duncan volunteered to be on the Judging Committee. To be discussed at a later date.  

 
13.2      Village walk through by Parish Councillors and County Councillors 

The PC unanimously agreed that it was a good idea for them to wear OPC hi vis waistcoats when carrying out        
their duties in the village. The waistcoats will enable residents to recognise and approach them when they are 
out in the Parish. Cllr Bell suggested a green hi vis with Ouston Parish Councillor on the back. LB to source 
prices. 

 
13.3      Christmas Lights Competition 

Due to last year’s Christmas Lights competition being a success, the PC’s unanimously agreed to hold it again 
this year. This year rather than asking for entrants, the PC’s will walk round the Parish on a scheduled date, 
viewing residents Christmas Lights and choosing a winner and runner up.   

 
LB said she would speak to the company who decorated the trees in 2019 to put the temporary trees up and lights on 
all 5 trees. LB sources prices for temporary trees.  
 
 
 
 



 
14. QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATNIUM JUBILEE JUNE 2022 

 

Cllr Bell suggested planting two Queen Elizabeth roses in the two flower beds near Cook’s Corner. The PC agreed 
that the roses are a great idea. LB to source prices. 
 
 

15. CLERK’S REPORT 
 

CDALC PCC Meeting 22nd July 
Ouston Parish Clerk, was able to meet via Zoom, with the Police and Crime Commissioner Joy Allen. Joy has asked if 
all residents can sign up to "In the know" run by Durham Constabulary www.keepintheknow.co.uk. You can keep up 
to date with what is going on in the local area. Once you sign up, Police can also use this to identify CCTV owners and 
Ring doorbell owners to help solve crime and trace missing people. The clerk also asked Joy for more information 
about the area covered by our PCSOs and the frequency of their routine visits to Urpeth & Ouston villages. Joy has 
also asked if residents can submit feedback to her office about what you would like improved and what you feel isn’t 
working. Phone 0191 375 2001 email general.enquiries@durham.pcc.pnn.gov.uk If we don’t feedback nothing will 
change. For further details of the presentation please contact the clerk. 
 

 
16. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

16.1 Monthly Accounts and July Invoices. 
 

The expenditure for July was reviewed and agreed. 
 
The PC’s reviewed the 1st Quarterly Bank reconciliation and recent bank statement. 
 

17. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 

August meeting will include: 

 Events September to December 2021 

 Newsletter 

 Allotment Internal Access Paths 

 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 19th August 2021 business to discuss will be as per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.48 hours. 

APPENDIX ONE  

 

CHEQUES SIGNED AT MEETING  

  

101972   L Blondrage  June pay 4 weeks 

101973   L Blondrage  June HWA 

101974   D Johnston  June pay 4 weeks 

101975   HMRC  June PAYE 4 weeks 

101976   Flagpole Express Flagpole service 

http://www.keepintheknow.co.uk/
mailto:general.enquiries@durham.pcc.pnn.gov.uk

