
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 24th JUNE 2021 IN OUSTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

 

Mr A Wake (Chair), Mrs D Rowe (Vice Chair), Mr J Tate, Cllr M Duncan, Mrs A Bell and Mr E Brown,  

County Councillors A. Batey  

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage and Mrs J Rayner. 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

County Councillors D Wood and P Pringle (The Parish asked only one CC to attend due to the size of the              

meeting room to maintain social distancing).             

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

None Declared.  

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – MAY 2021 

 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 

Plot 51’s tenant said they were disappointed to receive the two month extension email from the Parish Council. They 
asked if the reply email was from the clerk or if it was from Cllr Brown on behalf of the PC. Cllr Brown confirmed that 
the email was from himself on behalf of the PC.  
 
The tenant felt that the inspection had taken place a week earlier than they expected. Cllr Brown replied, that all 
tenants as stated in the tenancy agreement, will be subject to inspections from the PC on a scheduled date. Cllr 
Brown said if the PC carried out a March Inspection they would expect the land turned over in preparation, but 
inspections carried out in April/May, they would expected to see planting and established growth. Cllr Brown confirmed 
that their plot had achieved about 50%, either cultivated or ready for cultivation, when the May inspection was carried 
out. They now want to see 50% cultivation and established growth in the next inspection. Cllr Brown added that he 
and the PC were happy with the communication and the progress of plot 51. Cllr Bell added that a lot of work had 
been carried by the tenant. The tenant sent over updated photos just before the meeting. LB to forward to PCs. 
 
The PC agreed that the inspections scheduled for the following day would be weather permitting and would be 
rescheduled if not carried out.   
 
LB clarified that the Parish email address isn’t the clerks personal email address. LB added that any emails from the 
clerk or the PC’s are on behalf of the PC using this address. It is a general email address that all Parish emails must 
be sent from and received into.  
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

CC Batey said Covid cases are rising in County Durham, mainly in young adults and children. CC Batey said that 
lateral flow testing is recommended and is useful in stopping the spread. Restrictions are continuing to relax and the 
next revision date is the 17th July. DCC is back to face to face meetings. There has been no AAP meeting yet. 
 
CC Batey will speak to planning about the Callendar planning application for updates. 
 
A memorial bench for Perkinsville resident Katie Coxon was unveiled on her birthday at Perkinsville Rec.  
 
Ouston FC is one step closer to the installation of the 3G pitch and new facilities block. The County Councillors and 
DCC Recreation & Leisure are funding the new pitch, changing facilities and toilet block which will include a disabled 
toilet. 
 
CC Batey said Recreation and Leisure are looking at the cost to resurface Brooms Park. They will compare the cost of 
resurface dressing vs patchwork.  
 



 
DCC are to thin out and cut back the surrounding shrubbery at the BMX track. The track project is at tender stage. CC 
Batey will hold a consultation with the DCC representative and the children who would use the track to source the right 
equipment needed.  
 
CC Batey said there is an issue with one of the DCC grass cutting tractors. It is waiting for parts, therefore only high 
priority areas are being cut at the moment.  
 
CC Batey and CC Wood met on site with the Road Traffic Management team to discuss the “Sausage-about.” 
There will be a traffic survey carried out to help decide the best solution. 
 
The Ross Park refurbishment tenders are due the beginning of July. CC Batey will forward them to the PC.  
 
CC Batey, CC Wood and CC Pringle will use part of their budget to purchase litter picking equipment that will be used 
for community litter picks in Pelton Ward. The equipment will be stored by Urpeth Parish. 
 
CC Batey was asked by Cllr Rowe if Double Yellow lines could be marked outside of the Barbers. The parked cars are 
causing an obstruction on the bend which is a danger to vehicles and pedestrians. CC Batey said the customers have 
been given permission to park in the Red Lion car park, or find a safe alternative.     
 
CC Batey warned that the Police had received reports of an air rifle being used in Walters Woods and asked the public 
to take care and be vigilant. The Voneus receiver that had been installed on the shops in Arcadia had to be replaced 
as the previous receiver had been damaged beyond repair by an air rifle. 
 
 

7. LITTER PICKERS HOURS 
 

The litter picker currently works on a Monday for 3 hours and another hour on a Thursday which is bin day. The Parish 

Council said more hours. LB to ask if he wants more hours and report the decision back to the PC before the numbers 

of hours are decided. The increase in hours was agreed in principle.  

 

Cllr Tate added that we have two volunteer litter pickers including himself. Cllr Wake said that volunteers cannot be 

expected to deal with glass and syringes.  
 

8. ALLOTMENTS 
 

Cllr Brown asked if the Pest Controller will alternate starting location to make it fair. Currently the Pest Controller is 

allocated an hour to treat the allotment site but it is taking her 90 minutes. Cllr Brown suggested the tenants leave their 

boxes outside of their plots to be filled. Cllr Brown will discuss with Pest Controller and tenants and confirm if this is 

the procedure going forward. 

 

Cllr Brown is addressing an ongoing query regarding one of the tenants from the last inspection.  

 

Cllr Brown spoke to a tenant regarding the erosion of the allotment path. He recommended broken stone or chippings 

as a cheaper alternative to dolomite. Cllr Brown will pass on the information. LB contacted DCC and is still waiting for 

a response.  

 

The external fence of Plot 50, which was fire damaged, has not been repaired yet. Cllr Brown said he would check in a 

week. 

 

Cllr Brown had been approached by a resident on Institute Terrace to ask if the Parish Council noticeboard which was 

to be sited inside the allotment site, can be located outside for Institute Terrace residents. LB said that if it was sited 

outside the site we would have to seek planning permission and will incur additional costs. LB added that there will be 

a new Memorial Garden noticeboard which will be more accessible for them. The idea of the board inside the site was 

to improve communication about our Parish for tenants from other parishes. LB to look at area outside the East gate to 

see if we own the land and if it can be sited there.   

 

LB asked on behalf of a tenant when the next skip will be? The PC agreed it would be in September. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
9. MEMORIAL GARDEN AND FLOWER TUB MAINTAINENCE 

 

LB appealed on Facebook for volunteers to water the tubs. To date we have three. Two volunteers for the bus stop 

tubs at Cook’s Corner and one volunteer for the Turnberry / Ross entrance at the top of Ouston Bank. Cllr Brown 

added that the OAA Chair maintains the tub at the Abernethy / Atholl entrance and two residents from Institute Terrace 

maintain the three near the Red Lion pub. The PC thanked the volunteers for their time and efforts. If anyone can 

water any of the tubs during dry periods, to help keep our village looking beautiful, we will be grateful.  

 

Cllr Brown has grown the plants for the tubs from seed to save money on plants. Cllr Brown added that the plants are 

now ready for the tubs. Cllr Brown has organised a group of volunteers from OAA to plant the tubs. 

 

The Memorial Garden needs regular planting and maintenance. Before the new Laurel is planted LB is to source 

quotations for a digger to remove the poor soil and replace it with new top soil. Only then can we plant a new Laurel 

hedge. LB said the Laurel Hedging at Pity Me Garden Centre is 3ft and it is £15 each. We ordered 15 the last time but 

will need maybe 18-20 to take up to the edge. 
 

10. QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATNIUM JUBILEE JUNE 2022 
 
Cllr Bell suggested tree planting, but the other Cllrs added that locations could be an issue and also long term 
maintenance. 
 
Cllr Wake said this is an ongoing agenda item and asked if the PC’s could think of some suggestions to discuss at the 
next meeting. LB to email the schools but added that the schools are on holiday that week. Schools have struggled to 
commit in the past due to children and staff going away. 
 

11. CLERK’S REPORT 
 

 Dog Waste Bag Dispenser 

 

LB spoke to the Litterpicker and he confirmed that dog fouling has improved. However, it is still an issue around Ross 

Park. LB filled the dispenser with 1000 bags on Tuesday 1st June and they were all gone by Wednesday 16th June. 

Cllr Duncan said she would partially fill and monitor the use. 

 

Fly tipping at Ouston Springs Farm 

 

LB was contacted by the farmer from Ouston Springs Farm informing us that a few residents who live on Ross are 

throwing garden waste over their back fence on to his crop field. He has approached two residents and they have 

agreed to remove their waste but hasn’t been able to speak to the third. The farmer would like the Parish Council to 

mention it at the meeting and in the Parish Newsletter, to deter potential fly tippers. The farmer has our contact details 

and I said if there are persistent offenders, to let us know and we will report them to DCC as fly tippers which may 

result in the perpetrator being fined. 

Rothesay 

 

LB was contacted by a resident on Rothesay regarding the reports of children playing in the road, minuted at March’s 

meeting. The Clerk responded by stating it was raised by a member of the public a few months ago. They were 

informed at the time that it isn’t something the PC can do anything about and that’s why they were given that advice. 

We haven’t heard from them since but because it was reported, it had to be raised at the public meeting and minuted it 

as a matter of transparency.  

 

After further discussions, the resident stated that she would like to it to be noted that in response to the item noted 

above that the residents from 22 - 31 Rothesay are disappointed that a complaint was received. We as residents feel 

that it is appropriate for children to be playing outside rather than indoors. The children that play in the cul-de-sac, are 

residents of the cul-de-sac and play outside their own homes and are also supervised at all times. This has been 

discussed with the local Police and they have no concerns regarding the children playing. When the resident and her 

husband met with the Police, the children were commended on how polite, courteous and adhere to safety when 

playing by ensuring they move for vehicles at all times and the older children continuously watch the younger children 

to ensure their safety. The resident would like to encourage any residents that feel they have any genuine concerns to 

please discuss them with her to see if they as residents can alleviate any concerns. It was noted by the Police that 

although the initial complaint was received anonymously, the Police advised that should a further complaint be 

received then they would like to speak with the resident directly to determine what the basis of their concerns are, as 

the children are behaving in an appropriate manner.  

 



 
The Parish Councillors thanked the resident for her response and hope this matter is now resolved.  

 

 

Litter Picker Report 

Ross Park Football field needs cutting. LB reported it to DCC Do It Online FS303406485. 

Ross Park play surface is loose and has been pulled up again. LB reported it to DCC Do It Online FS303406960. 
 

 
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

12.1 Monthly Accounts and June Invoices. 
 

The expenditure for June was reviewed and agreed. 
 

13. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 

July’s meeting will include: 

 Litterpicker hours 

 Newsletter 

 DCC Diversity Champion 

 Tub and Memorial Garden 

 Platinum Jubilee 

 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 22nd JULY 2021 business to discuss will be as per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.35 hours. 

APPENDIX ONE  

 

CHEQUES SIGNED AT MEETING  

  

101963   L Blondrage  June pay 4 weeks 

101964   L Blondrage  June HWA 

101965   D Johnston  June pay 4 weeks 

101966   HMRC  June PAYE 4 weeks 

101967   Sam Davies 
Benches and waggonway 

tub  

101968   Error In book 

101069   Wave Water 
Allotments 11th May- 10th 

June 

101970   D Johnston  Expenses 

101971   Zurich Insurance Insurance - July 21 - July 22 


