
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 25th MARCH 2021 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

 

Mr J Tate (Chair), Mr A Wake (Vice Chair), Mrs A Bell and Mrs D Rowe,  

County Councillors A. Batey  

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr M and Mrs G Howard, Mr B Howlett, and Mr I Lish 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

                  . Mrs T Walker, Mr D McGill, Mr E. Brown County Councillor D Wood 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

None Declared. 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – FEBRUARY 2021 

 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 

BH said he was concerned about the structure of the Parish meetings. He said subjects were being discussed from 
outside the Parish area and the Chair needs to make sure that the meetings stay on track. JT said we try our best to 
handle matters. 
 
BH said he was concerned about road safety. He stated that the County Councillors said they would support it but that 
was several months ago. JT said he had saw a speed monitor in Ouston recently. BH agreed but he said it was a rare 
occurrence. CC Batey responded by stating that the mobile speed monitors are shared and are moved round Pelton 
division. CC Batey added that the PC’s had offered to help the CC’s fund mobile speed visors. The locations had to go 
through three lots of community consultations. CC Batey said DCC wouldn’t have been able to carry out the 
consultations before Purdah and they will be discussed again after 6th May. BH said he would like to see something 
permanent in place. 
 
BH said he encouraged the PC’s to follow “In the Know.” BH said he currently forwards the emails to LB but he would 
sent out brochures to the PC’s. BH encouraged everyone to follow in the know. It is run by Durham Constabulary and 
it raises awareness of scams and community projects. 
 
BH asked what was happening with the pit tub. LB said the shield is being made and asked the PC’s if it could be 
painted. LB received a quote from Sam Davies who quoted £80.00 to prepare and paint the wood and metal on the pit 
tub. All PC’s present agreed the tub was to be painted. LB added that the OUCV wooden seats needed painting to 
preserve them. Sam Davies quoted £50.00 per bench to prepare and paint. The PC’s agreed the wooden benches on 
Ouston Lane are to be varnished in a clear finish. 
 
LB had received an anonymous complaint regarding children playing in the road on Rothesay on a regular basis. The 
PC said any concerns could be reported anonymously to the Police on 101 or the Neighbourhood Warden on 03000 
26 0000.  
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Due to Purdah CC Batey was unable to present the report at the meeting. However, CC Wood sent the report to LB 
who forwarded it to the PC’s on Wednesday 24th March. 

 
7. ALLOTMENTS 

 
LB said she has collected rents on Saturday morning’s between10am &12pm in March.  
 
Plot 48 is currently vacant as the tenant has confirmed he is giving it up. It will be split into 48a and 48b. LB to 
contact the next two people on the waiting list.  
 



 
Plot 24a is now vacant and the tenant from 24b would like to take it over. The tenant attended the Zoom meeting 
and stated why he should take over the plot. Due to Cllr Brown not being present JT said he would prefer to 
delay the decision. JT said the PC would have a separate meeting to discuss this. LB to set a date and time for 
a Zoom meeting. 
 
An allotment tenant asked how the water butt rules would be policed and enforced by the PC. It was stated that 
some of the large butts are being filled by the tap rather than rain water. On two of the plots the butts are 
nowhere near the building rooves to collect the rain water running off. Cllr Bell said it would be checked on 
inspections.  
 
Cllr Tate said some plots still do not have clearly marked numbers as stated in the rules. This would be checked 
on inspections.  
 
The PC received an anonymous letter from a concerned allotment tenant regarding plot 32. They stated that the 
tenant is in poor health and had not been on site for some time, they wondered what was happening with the 
plot. LB said the rent has been paid for 2021/2022. The PC will investigate the tenants concerns. 
 
Some tenants reported to the LB that the Pest Controller was arriving too early on site and not being able to 
access plots. They asked for Saturday visits. LB spoke to DCC and they said their pest controllers only work 
Monday to Friday and their last visit is 1pm. The previous pest controller visited on a Saturday but the annual fee 
was £2220.00. DCC’s is £1136.00 per annum. The PC agreed, to keep costs down we must stick with DCC but 
book the 1pm visit. LB booked the 1pm visit and tenants must either be present for the visit, leave their plot 

unlocked or leave their key with a neighbour or a member of OAA to allow access and treatment if required. 
 
Avian Flu restrictions are due to be lifted on the 31st March. LB to check guidance. 

 
8. ELECTIONS 

 
LB uploaded the Notice of Election to the website and she will display them in the notice boards. Anyone wanting a 
nomination form can contact electoralservices@durham.gov.uk Nomination forms must be submitted before the 8th 
April 2021. 
 

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
LB contacted Sarah Seabury at DCC Planning regarding the Callendar application and she said due to Purdah it was 
unlikely a decision would be made before the end of June. The PC have encouraged residents who are going to be 
affected by proposed house to email planning and put forward their concerns. The PC have stated that residents must 
stress that this area is a designated play area and to their knowledge, a change of use has not been granted. The PC 
added that there are no leaflet restrictions now so Cllr McGill & BH can distribute leaflets to the affected houses. 
Objections can be emailed to planning@durham.gov.uk for the attention of Sarah Seabury.  
 
Cllr Wake left at 8.08pm due to other commitments. 
 

10. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
LB was informed by the CC’s on the 15th March that we had been successful in being awarded 106 funding to 
refurbish Ross Park and the BMX track.  
 
LB said DCC have introduced a new scheme providing bike racks free of charge. LB sourced the information and 
spoke to the owner of Cook’s Corner. The owner declined the offer. 
 
Cllr Bell said the flats at Arcadia are unsightly and dangerous. The police have been called, due to trespassers 
and the PC have been told several times, it is in the hands of the insurers. The PC said it needs resolving as a 
matter of importance. The PC asked LB to email the Neighbourhood Warden, Environmental Health and the 
PCSO’s expressing their concerns.  
 
LB continued to look for Christmas lights. LB said that the lights that were bigger and brighter but they were all 
mains powered which weren’t an option for the PC. LB said only one set of lights had been used on each tree last 
year. LB suggested we use several sets of lights which would be more effective. 
 
Cllr Tate thanked the PC for their support over the last two years whilst he has been Chair. The PC thanked Cllr 
Tate for his dedication and time. 
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LB said it would cost £400 to site a notice board on Karbon Homes land. The PC’s declined and said they would 
find an alternative site. 
 

11. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
11.1 Monthly Accounts and March Invoices. 

 
Cheques to be signed on 31st March 2021. 
 

12. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 
 
There is no Parish meeting in April due to Purdah. 
 
However, May’s meeting will include: 

 Arcadia Flats 

 Planning 
The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 27TH MAY 2021 business to discuss will be as per 
Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.30 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON 31st MARCH 2021 
 

   L Blondrage Pay March 5 weeks 

      L Blondrage    HWA  

   D Johnston Pay March 5 weeks 

   HMRC PAYE March 5 weeks 

   CDALC CiLCA Introduction Training 

    

    

    


