
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 28th JANUARY 2021 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

 

Mr J Tate (Chair), Mrs A Bell, Mr D McGill, Mrs D Rowe, Mrs T Walker and Mr E. Brown. 

County Councillors A. Batey & D Wood 

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr M and Mrs G Howard. 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

                  . Mr A Wake (Vice Chair) 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

Cllr T Walker - OCA 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – DECEMBER 2020 

 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. PRECEPT 2021/22 
 

As previously discussed in November’s OPC meeting, the PC’s decided not to increase the precept for our Parish and 
it was set at £34,600.00. However, resident’s council tax may increase due to other charges such as the Police Crime 
and Victim Commissioner 2021/22 precept increasing. The PCVC is consulting on a proposed £15 increase to a band 
D property for 2021/22. This equates to nearly a 7% increase. 

 
6. REVIEW AND APPROVE POLICIES & PROCEDURES 

 

The Councillors have reviewed the updated the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Asset & Risk Register. They 

were updated by the clerk with the 2020 requirements. The policies and procedures were reviewed and approved at 

the meeting by the PC’s present. 
 

7. ALLOTMENTS 
 
7.1 RENTS & VACANT PLOTS 

LB said she would display a poster at the allotments stating when the rents are due and informing the tenants of 
the £5.00 per plot increase. LB said plot 48 should be vacant soon as informed by the OAA Chairman. The OAA 
Chair said he would suggest splitting the plot in half creating 2 half plots. The PC’s present agreed. 
 
LB said there are currently 2 Ouston Parish residents on the waiting list and an additional 20 residents from 
other local Parishes.  
 
Plot 51 was inspected by the PC on the 19th of December and despite previous warning letters, the plot remains 
untouched. The PC’s said the current tenant has made no efforts to improve the plot and they have no other 
option other than to send a termination of tenancy letter to the tenant. 
 

7.2 LIVESTOCK CONSULTATION 
Cllr Tate said due to the ongoing Covid regulations we cannot hold a public consultation at the moment. 
However, this will be discussed again in June.  
 
Cllr Brown said he had carried out a site inspection to ensure that the livestock had been housed indoors as 
advised by DEFRA due to Avian Flu. Cllr Brown concluded that the livestock was adequately housed except one 
plot which wasn’t (tenant self-isolating due to Covid) but this has now been resolved. Cllr Brown to monitor. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
8. PLANNING APPLICATION CALLENDAR & OUSTON SPRINGS FARM 

 

The applications from 19-20 Callendar and Ouston Springs Farm are ongoing. LB requested further information about 
OSF but the available information is very basic. 
The Policy team stated that an Open Space Needs (OSN) assessment is required for the Callendar application and 
Planning have requested this from the Agent. This is currently outstanding therefore the application can no longer be 
presented to the upcoming Committee and is currently scheduled for the 26 th March Committee. They will be in touch 
again once the OSN assessment is received. 

 
There are also two applications from Voneus regarding receiver 2 dishes and an antenna in our Parish. One on Arcadia 
and one retrospectively on the Community Centre. Also, a proposed 13m wooden telegraph pole on land and cabinet 
adjacent to 1 Abernethy. 
 
Cllr McGill added that there are a high number of alterations to existing properties in our Parish.  
 

9. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

Cllr Wood said the Speed Visors are on hold. 
 
Cllr Batey said the Christmas in a box campaign was successful and thanked residents for their kind donations. 22 
Hampers were distributed and 48 gifts for children were given too. 
 
Five local schools are now offering food vouchers. However, food boxes are still continuing to be distributed in Pelton 
and Beamish.  
 
The Penhill Voneus mast has been refused planning permission. 
 
Beamish area has been inundated with high numbers of visitors which resulted in complaints from residents. The area 
has become congested due to the volume of people on narrow footpaths and parked cars. Government Guidance 
states that you must stay local and maintain social distance at all times. 
 
CC Batey said that the OCA Foodbank has become depleted and is in desperate need of donations. 
 
The Stay Full, Stay Safe project continues to be successful. CC Batey said more support needs to be in place for 
families isolating due to a confirmed Covid case in their household. 
 
Ouston Community Centre (OCA) needs a lot of urgent work. The roof is leaking again in a different area and will cost 
approximately £8,500.00 to repair. The men’s toilet needs refurbishing and repairing. The stopcock for the water 
needs relocating. Cllr Wood said PPC contribute 50% of their precept to their community centre. Several of the PC’s 
said that OCA is an important asset which allows projects such as Neuroactive UK, Stay Full Stay Safe and the 
Foodbank to run and it will be discussed at the next meeting. As per our budget the OCA will receive their £2,000.00 
donation this month. Cllr Tate said he would like to see how much OCA is contributing due to lack of funding issues in 
the past. Cllr Walker said their Treasurer is doing a fantastic job securing funding. LB said she sends the financial 
information supplied by the Treasurer to the PC’s by email. Cllr Brown said we will discuss OCA at our next meeting. 
 
Perkinsville resident Katie Coxon has sadly passed away. Katie fought hard for the play area to be installed at the Rec 
and she was involved with the Perkinsville Residents Association on many other projects. The CC’s spoke to her 
family and they hope to install a memorial bench for her at Perkinsville Rec. Our thoughts go to her family at this sad 
time. 
 
Cllr McGill mentioned the water survey on the field at Ross Park, he said the surface flooding hadn’t been too bad 
lately. CC Batey said it will be monitored and reviewed at a later date.  
 
The refurbishment of Ross Park is going ahead and is now in the hands of DCC Recreation and Leisure.  
 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 

Cllr Brown said he had concerns over some of the trees and hedges at the allotments. He will carry out some checks 
and inform LB. Cllr Brown will suggest some items for the next agenda and send them to LB. 
 
CC Batey said she had received some reports of fly tipping on the lane on Perkinsville side of the allotments. Cllr 
Brown to inspect the area. 
 



 
LB had received concerns from a resident regarding the front garden of 38 Ross being overgrown. The ivy had grown 
out over the footpath and due to a car also being parked on the path, it was restricting pedestrian access. Cllr Tate 
went round to speak to the resident but was unsuccessful. He then cut back the ivy allowing the path to be accessible 
again.  
CC Batey said she has received reports of parking and access issues on Abingdon. The PC’s present said they have 
had no complaints but had noticed issues.  
20.31 Cllr Tate left the meeting due to other commitments. Cllr Bell agreed to Chair. 
 
Cllr Walker said there are an increasing number of cars (19) being parked in the community centre car park overnight.  
Cllr Walker also added that a speeding car outside the Community Centre had nearly collided with a family of walkers.  
 
Mr Howard has kindly offered to tidy up the War Memorial area and remove any damaged wreaths.  

 
 

11. CLERK’S REPORT 
 

Updates 
 

The overgrown hedge on Cannock has now been cut back as required. Cllr Tate thanked residents for their co 

operation. 

The resident on Atholl who reported the Tippers cutting through our village said that the numbers have reduced 

but it is still happening. They will inform us if the numbers increase again. 

Residents reported to our litter picker that the litter bins have not been emptied and this has resulted in litter being 

left beside bins. I have reported bins to DCC. 

 

LB to check to see if we are at full quota. 

 
12. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

12.1 Monthly Accounts and January Invoices. 
 

Cheques to be signed on 1st February 2021. 
 

13. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 Christmas Lights 

 Allotments 

 Ouston Community Centre 
 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2021 business to discuss will be 
as per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.55 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON 1st FEBRUARY 2021 
 

101931   L Blondrage Pay Jan 4 weeks 

101932      L Blondrage    HWA  

101933   D Johnston Pay Jan 4 weeks 

101934   HMRC PAYE Jan 4 weeks 

101935   Sam Davies Prop Maint Removal & disposal of trees 

101936  OCA 2020/21 Donation 

    


