
 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 23RD JULY 2020 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7PM. 
 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
Mr J Tate (Chair), Mr A Wake (Vice Chair), Mrs A Bell, Mr D McGill, Cllr D Rowe and County Councillor A. 
Batey  
Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr E. Brown OAA Secretary, Mr B. Howlett and Mr W. 
Trimble. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Cllr T Walker and County Councillor D. Wood 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 
None. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – JUNE 2020 
 
Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. However, it was minuted at the last meeting that an 
allotment tenant had reopened an internal gate. The allegations were found to be not true and there is no 
evidence. The Parish Council agreed to rescind the letter and an apology was issued to the tenant. 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 

CC Batey said that she has had several complaints from the residents on Institute Terrace with regard to 
allotment tenants parking in their street. The clerk is to put up another notice advising allotment tenants to 
park in St Benet’s car park. 
 
Phase 2 -The Stay Home, Stay Safe and Stay Full scheme has received further funding from the AAP and 
will continue for another 26 weeks. CC Batey said the current list was being revised due to change in 
personal circumstances and new places are available. CC Batey said she would like to thank the Ouston 
Christian Fellowship for the donation they have made to the project. Phase 3 – Pack Lunches to Go has 
started at Pelton Community Centre and provides 80 lunches to CYPs from Pelton Ward. The lunches are 
provided Mon-Fri lunchtimes and they can be delivered or collected. Anyone who would like information 
about either project can contact CC’s Batey and Wood. 
 
There have been two bikes stolen in Pelton Ward, one in Ouston and one in West Pelton. CC Batey has 
encouraged owners to be vigilant and to ensure they secure their property. Durham Constabulary are 
marking bikes this weekend in Ouston. The bikes are marked by officers and the details are placed on a 
database. 
 
CC Batey is collecting food items at Ouston Community Centre for the Community Foodbank. The 
foodbank is collecting both food and cash donations. CC Batey said that when the furlough scheme ends, 
more families will become reliant on foodbanks. CC Batey and other Ouston residents are baking cakes for 
the Stay Full scheme. An allotment tenant donated some fresh produce to the foodbank. The County 
Councillors and Parish Councillors would like to thank everyone for their donations and efforts. 
 
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 
An allotment tenant said there is a feeling of mistrust between the PC, OAA and the tenants due to 
miscommunication. He asked why the Subcommittee Allotment meetings are closed meetings. He added 
that this was leading to the lack of communication. LB suggested that there should be a Subcommittee 
Allotment meeting / consultation including the tenants with livestock. This will allow the subcommittee to 
discuss with the tenants why they intend to decrease the numbers and allow the tenants to respond and 



 
explain their point of view. Due to Covid restrictions large gatherings cannot take place at the moment. 
However, LB needs to explore options and attempt to put a meeting place for August. Only a small amount 
of representatives maybe able to attend. Cllr Tate added that he felt the allotments had been neglected in 
the past and trust needs built. Cllr Tate to visit the allotment site on Saturday 25th July at 10am to visit 
concerned tenants. LB added that the Subcommittee meetings have been closed to discuss 
recommendations, the proposals are then discussed and voted at the public meeting. EB added that he 
disagrees with the lack of communication and stated that the OAA meetings and PC meetings are public 
and those with concerns can attend and raise them.  The PC’s added that DCC and NSALG (National 
Society of Allotments and Large Gardens) clearly state that the reasons for allotments are for tenants to 
grow their own produce and promote community spirit. The allotment tenant said that the OAA have 
contributed many positive things over the years. The PC thanked the OAA for everything they do and it is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
There are currently 20 names on the allotment waiting list. 
 
Two tenants have explained to LB that keeping 12 pigeons isn’t viable for Racing or Tumbling. The 
livestock numbers are to be discussed again and a consultation will take place when regulations allow it.  
 
An allotment tenant asked if the Beekeeping clause could be revisited as the current rules don’t allow. He 
added that Bees are useful for allotments and the environment. The PC agreed the clause will be discussed 
again. 
 
A resident said that he was “really pleased with the flower tubs.” LB said there has been a lot of positive 
feedback from residents via social media regarding the flower tubs and dog waste bag dispenser. The PC 
would be grateful if residents could continue to weed and water the tubs especially in dry periods.  
 

7. ALLOTMENT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The Subcommittee proposed that the tenants with livestock numbers over 12 may pay an additional £10 
per year rent to pay for extra water and pest control. This will be discussed at a future PC meeting after the 
Livestock Consultation meeting takes please. 
 

8. LITTERPICKER 
 

Cllr Tate held an appraisal with our Litterpicker. Cllr Tate suggested a reduction in hours. This will be 
decided by the Litterpicker by the 1st August. 
 

9. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
9.1 Correspondence – emails from residents and allotment tenants 
A consultation email was sent to the PC from Atlas regarding a 23m high lattice mast. It states that it will 
improve 4G and 5G in the area. The proposed location is on the boundary of our Parish near the industrial 
estate at Birtley. Cllr Wake posted the link on the PC Facebook page. LB shared the consultation on social 
media and stated that residents must email their concerns to the PC before 31st July 2020 to enable her to 
feed it back to Atlas.  
 
Neuroactive UK day unit sent an email to the PC requesting a contribution to the new flooring for their new 
therapy room in the community centre. The PC agreed that the donation would be for the community centre 
as it was for flooring. The PC declined the request due to previous donations to OCA for this financial year. 
The PC agreed that going forward that they would donate pound for pound (raised by OCA) up to a value of 
£2000.00. CC Batey added it is the OCA AGM on the 5th August at 3.30pm and encouraged the public to 
attend. Cllr Tate and LB will attend on behalf of the PC.  
 
The Clerk received an email from Kevan Jones MP as a concerned tenant had contacted him regarding the 
livestock numbers. It was agreed that a public consultation meeting needs to take place with the allotments 
tenants.  
Post Meeting Note: OPC will suspend any decision making regarding the livestock numbers until we can 
hold a public consultation meeting with the allotment tenants. Due to Covid restrictions this cannot happen 



 
at the moment, so we propose meeting in 6 months’ time, dependent on public meeting regulations. This 
response will be emailed to Kevan Jones MP and the concerned tenant. 
 
A tenant queried the Allotment Subcommittee meetings. He asked if they were quorate and ask why were 
they closed? The clerk explained that the meetings were attended by at least 3 PCs with the exception of 
the last one due to Covid restrictions. The clerk explained the subcommittee discussed proposals and then 
presented them to the Parish Council at the PC meeting attended by the public. It was at the full council 
meeting that the proposals are discussed with the PC, voted and agreed. The clerk contacted CDALC who 
referred her to NALC regulations. NALC regulations state that, “The 1972 Local Government Act does not 
prescribe the minimum number of members for a subcommittee but there should be more than one.” It is 
common for a committee to make the recommendations to the full council who can make the final decision.” 
“The meeting minutes must be recorded and made available to the public (The Openness of Local 
Government Bodies Regulations 2014). CDALC have recommended an allotment subcommittee meeting in 
which the public are able to attend in line which Covid restrictions to discuss livestock proposals. Possibly a 
consultation of tenants with Livestock.  
 
9.2 Updates 

LB ordered and has received the new flag. 
 
LB and Cllr Bell sourced the plants for the flower tubs. The PC, CC Batey and the OAA tenants 
planted the tubs. The PC thanked everyone involved. Cllr Tate suggested purchasing small plaques 
with the PC logo on to display on each tub.  
 
As of Wednesday 22nd July, Ross Park and The Brooms Park have reopened after being    closed due 
to Covid. Both Parks are now on the PSPO (Public Space Protection Order) register. 
The weathervane has been delivered and will be situated in the recess next to plot 43. The clerk will 
ask the fencing contractor for a post price. 

 
LB has reported the condition of the Parish Partnership Path to DCC. She reported it to the Public 
Rights of Way and countryside paths department. She asked them to look at the condition of the 
surface of the path and asked if they will repair it. DCC said it will be repaired but can’t give a 
timescale. 
 
 

 
9.3 Parish Councillor Vacancy 

Cllr McGill said a resident has put themselves forward for the vacancy. LB to send the candidate the 
relevant documentation. 
Post Meeting Note: Potential candidate withdrew due to work commitments. 
 

9.4 War Memorial Garden 
LB received a price for the project and Cllr Bell chose the paving stones. The project will hopefully 
commence in August. LB has ordered the two benches, one WW1 and one mining bench. LB said we 
need a solution for the area behind the stone as the soil is poor. A resident suggested meadow 
planting but the PC didn’t think it was a permanent solution. Cllr Bell suggested hedging to screen off 
the car park. LB to speak to gardening company to discuss. LB reported the crumbling stone and is 
waiting for a response. Cllr McGill enquired about the DCC funding. LB said the funding is on hold as 
we need to submit the invoices to the funding team when the works are complete. CC Batey said 
Urpeth Parish Council are to transfer £1000.00 to OPC for their contribution to the project. LB to check 
what the original documents state with regard to paving.  
 

9.5 Christmas Events 

The PC agreed that the date for the tree lighting is to be Saturday 28th November. It is suggested that 
OCA will organise a Christmas event (Santa and market) to coincide with the tree lighting if Covid 
regulations allow. It is proposed the Christmas event will take place between 3pm and 5pm and the 
Christmas lights to be lit with Carols at 4.30pm. There will be two temporary trees at the Red Lion pub 
and Cook’s Corner shop, Iris Crescent junction tree and the OCA tree will be lit. LB is to contact DCC 
to prune the tree next to the junction living tree as it encroaching over it.  



 
 

9.6 The DCC Big Clean 
The Big Spring Clean was postponed due to Covid. CC Batey said that it was unlikely to take place 
this year due to Covid restrictions. 
 

10. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
10.1 Monthly Accounts and July Invoices. 

 
Cllr McGill said the past 3 years VAT claim had been paid by HMRC. 

 
11. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 

 Allotments 

 Newsletter 

 Christmas 
 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 27TH AUGUST 2020 business to discuss will be as 
per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.00 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON FRIDAY 24TH JULY 2020 
 

Cheque 
Number 

 Paid to Description 

101885   L Blondrage July Pay - 5 weeks 

101886   L Blondrage July HWA 

101887   D Johnston July Pay - 5 weeks 

101888   HMRC July PAYE 

101889   Environtech VAT Payment 

101890   OAA Eric Brown Flower Fertiliser 

101891   DCC Website support 2020/21 

    

 
 


