
 

 

Clerks report - Replacing OPC Meeting Minutes 26th March 2020 

Allotments 

The external fence at the top of the allotment site has now been repaired. 27 new posts have been 

put in to strengthen the fence. The fence and external gate on plot 50 has been replace and 

repaired. 

Durham County Council are going to take over the sites pest control. The first inspection will take 

place on Monday 13th April. The clerk has put a list of dates on the OAA noticeboard that tenants 

must adhere to. 

The clerk has ordered the skip from Biffa and it was delivered on Saturday 21st March. Another skip 

will be ordered in the autumn. 

The clerk has been approached by a few tenants questioning the new T&C’s. They were concerned 

that there is a maximum of 12 birds per plot. Some of the tenants have more than that and one is a 

breeder of rare breeds. They have asked the PC to look at this clause again. 

I have put up signs in the allotments to let us know if they need help feeding their livestock if they 

are self-isolating. Just to cover us.   

War Memorial 

The clerk has received a letter which states that the Parish Council was awarded £5349.00 worth of 

funding that must be spent before the 1st May. An email from DCC stated that the money must be 

spent by the PC and claimed back from the 106 funding department. The Clerk attended a 

subcommittee meeting with Cllr Bell and Cllr Rowe and they agreed that the paved area would be a 

circle due to the sloped area and it will be a charcoal grey. There will be two benches, one either side 

of the War Memorial, one with a mining design and one with the soldiers and red poppies. The 

outside of the paved circle will be an outer circle border which will be planted by the local schools 

and the Allotment holders. The right hand side of the circle will have a path from the car park 

leading up to it. I emailed funding to see if the cut-off date has been extended (Mon 23rd Mar). 

Community Centre Funding 

The Community Centre did not receive any donations from the PC for 2019/20. It was suggested by 

Cllr McGill and Cllr Walker (declaration of interest) that the PC raise two cheques in March 2020. 

One for £2000.00 for 2019/20 and one for £2000.00 for 2020/21 to cover the PC’s donations to OCA.  

DCC Flower beds 

New 2020/21 contract for our DCC flowerbeds needs agreeing and signing. The cost is £1555.00 Inc. 

vat.  

Noticeboards 

Cllr McGill said that we need 3 new noticeboards. One for the War Memorial site, one for the 

Community Centre and one for Cook’s Corner. Can the Clerk place an order? 

Parish Assembly and AGM 

The Parish Assembly and AGM need to be held between 1st March and 1st June 2020. A date needs to 

be scheduled. 

 

 

 



 

 

Representations from Residents to date (Mon 23rd March 3pm). 

Resident 1 

1. “The village is been subject to an increase of dog faeces. Back in 2014 it was decided that 
the Parish Council would supply poop bags and they would be available at the Community 
Centre. There has been none available for some time now. Was this instruction rescinded 
by the Parish Council? 

2. The land beside Cooks Corner where the County Council planted the lone tree, would it 
not have been better to have four or more. Do we know who owns the land? 

3. Has there been any progress on the changing of the crest on the miners tub.” 
 

Resident 2 – “I’m just wondering whether something could be done to ask allotment owners to park 

in an alternate area for the foreseeable future. With current events where many people are self-

isolating or working from home, the street is extremely congested with home owner’s cars. There 

are alternative areas such as the car park by the football club playing field and the social club where 

those who are visiting allotments could possibly park. These are within quite close proximity of the 

allotments and as their vehicles would only be parked for short durations would appear as suitable 

facilities.” 

Resident 3 – “Hi we noticed in the last leaflet about the cars parking in the grass verge at Atholl. 

I live at no 9 Atholl right on the corner where all the mess is as yourselves we do not like the parking 

on the grass as we do not park on there. 

But I have taken it upon myself to clean up all the edges of the grass. Me and my wife were 

wondering if we could have a few flower barrels to put on the grass to prevent them parking up 

there. We would be happy to look after them.” 

All representations will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting (date unknown). 

  

CHEQUES SIGNED BY PARISH COUNCILLORS ON 26TH MARCH 2020 

101852  L BLONDRAGE    MARCH PAY  

101853  L BLONDRAGE     MARCH HWA AND EXPENSES  

101854  D JOHNSTON    MARCH PAY 

101855  HMRC      MARCH PAYE 

101856  E BROWN    ALLOTMENT KEYS CUT 

101857  TIED IN KNOTS    FLOWERS 

101858  STREAMLINE FENCING     ALLOTMENT FENCING 

101859  OUSTON COMM ASSN    2019/20 DONATION 


