
 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 24th OCTOBER 2019  
THE MEETING OPENED AT 7PM 

 
1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
 
Mr J Tate, Mr A Wake, Mrs A Bell, Mrs D Rowe, Mr D McGill and Mrs T Walker. 
County Councillors A Batey and D Wood and Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage attended. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Cllr A Purdy. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

 
Declaration of interest by Cllr Walker, should the subject of the Community Centre 
arise. 

 
4. PREVIOUS MINUTES DISCUSSED AND AGREED 

 
Minutes reviewed and agreed by Councillors present. 

 
5. REPRESENTATION FROM ALLOTMENT HOLDERS 

 
Rents increases 
The Allotment tenants who were present, unanimously agreed the Allotment 
Association Secretary Eric Brown would speak on their behalf.  
 
Mr Brown said that it was agreed, that they had no objection to the 2020-2021 rent 
increases. However, it was stated that the future increases listed under the 5 year 
plan were not clearly explained in the letter sent out to tenants. Mr Brown said that if 
the figures he had calculated from the proposed increases were correct, then the 
Allotment holders felt the increases were unreasonable. If the increases go ahead, 
the tenants would like two skips per year. The Parish Council Allotment 
Subcommittee will discuss this at their next meeting.  
Post meeting note: Subcommittee meeting with take place on Friday 15th November 
at 9.00am. 
 
Mr Brown said that some tenants who are not part of the Allotment Association had 
questioned why there had been no skips this year. Cllr Tate confirmed that it was due 
of lack of finance.  
 
Cllr Tate read out a finance report that stated that the 2019/20 budget for the 
allotments had already been exceed. The income for 2019/20 was £2265.00 and the 
expenditure to date is £4223.00. Cllr Tate said that Ouston residents are unhappy that 
their contributions to the PC are subsidising the allotments and the allotments should 
be self-sufficient.  
 
The PC said that the increase in rents could result in improvements to the allotments 
such as access roads and fences.  
 
The PC said they were not looking at replacing the water system. Cllr McGill said the 
PC must have contingencies in place for repairs. 
 
Lone Working 
Mr Brown raised the subject of lone working on the allotments. He mentioned the 
Health and Safety reference and asked the Parish Council to clarify the PC’s 



definition of lone working. It was proposed that there could be an in and out box at all 
three gates or check in and out with other tenants on site. Cllr Tate stated that it had 
been raised by CC Wood by a concerned allotment holder. CC Wood said that the 
allotment holder was from another allotment site and he was surprised to hear a letter 
had gone out to our tenants regarding lone working. Cllr Wake stated that “we have a 
duty of care and we are making the allotment holders aware of the risk.” Cllr Bell 
stated that the letter was badly worded and should have said, “for own safety” and 
suggested that a tally be put on the main gate. 
The Clerk stated that the PC as the landlords have a duty of care to the allotment 
tenants. She confirmed that lone working had been raised and it was for the tenant’s 
personal welfare and safety. The clerk was concerned that the tenants who live alone 
and attend the allotments alone could have an accident or fall ill and be unable to call 
for help due to their circumstances.  
 It was concluded and unanimously agreed with the PC’s, Allotment Association and 
the tenants present that tenants working on the allotments are doing so at their own 
risk.  
 
Tenancy Agreement and Rules 
The PC Allotment subcommittee will hold a separate meeting to revise the Tenancy 
Agreement and put a disclaimer clause in about lone working at their own risk. CC 
Batey said this needed to be done as soon as possible and without the Allotment 
Association, who would be consulted after decisions were made.  
Mr Brown said that the Allotment Association has a good relationship with the PC and 
he was appreciative that Cllr Bell attended the OAA monthly meetings and Cllr Tate 
visited the allotments on Saturdays.  
It was proposed that tenants receive two sets of rules: 
1. Between Tenants and Ouston Allotment Association 
2. Between Tenants and Parish Council. 
These would be decided by the subcommittee. 
 
Tenant Fires on Allotments  
Mr Brown raised the Allotment fires paragraph from the letter.  
The Clerk said she had been contacted by an allotment tenant who had received a 
complaint from a local resident about an allotment fire. The Clerk said the resident 
had told the allotment holder that they were experiencing breathing difficulties due to 
someone burning waste as the wind direction was blowing the smoke into their 
garden and house. The Clerk said she was in the process of purchasing a weather 
vane for the allotments and the tenants had been told what is and is not to be burnt 
and when. 
It was decided that warning and possibly eviction letters will go out to repeat offenders 
who don’t follow allotment fire rules. 
CC Batey said that photos and videos could be taken as evidence and sent to the PC, 
along with the reporting of the offence.  
 
5 Year Plan 
The PC said that if the books balanced after the 1st year of increases, then they would 
be looked at again. 
The plan is to make the allotments viable and to raise awareness that Ouston has 
allotments. 
In the subcommittee meeting the rent increases could possibly be looked at. 
Cllr Tate thanked the Allotments for their Harvest Festival contributions. Cllr Tate 
would like to see the allotments become more involved with the village within schools, 
churches, care homes and meals on wheels. 
 
Asbestos 
An allotment holder asked why the removal letters only gave a short notice. The Clerk 
explained that the original asbestos survey was carried out in November 2018. The 
removal company said to honour the original removal quote, the works would have to 



be carried out as soon as possible. The notification letters went out soon after to keep 
costs down. 
The Clerk said that all the asbestos on the survey had been removed apart from one 
plot. The asbestos removal operative said that there was more asbestos on site in 
some structures but it doesn’t require removal unless the structures are dismantled. 
Cllr Tate said allowances must be built into next year’s precept. 
 

6. REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS 
 
The resident who usually attends sent their apologies. 
 

7. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 
Our County Councillors met with a representative from DCC to discuss proposed wild 
flower / tree planting in between Ouston and Urpeth. CC Batey said it was not cost 
effective as trees would require maintenance and DCC spent money cutting back 
existing trees. There will be no changes this year. However, the CC’s said it needs to 
go out to consultation with the Parish Councillors next summer (May/June). 
 
CC Wood said that two speed posts have been located in Ouston to monitor speeding 
vehicles. The posts will have a speed visor attached to them as part of a rotation, 
several times a year. CC Wood is looking at is purchasing a Portable Speed Visor for 
sole use in Pelton Division, but there would be a revenue cost for this to be taken 
down, charged up and moved to the next location on a regular basis and he asked 
whether the Parish Council would consider paying a proportion of the revenue cost, 
equal to the amount of time that the speed visor would be in the Parish.  

  
CC Wood said we need to consider potential sites for new posts to be installed. If the 
PC’s can let him know if there are any specific suggestions, CC Wood will send a list 
to Highways to ask about the feasibility of the locations suggested across the 
Division. There will be a capital cost for installing any new posts. He would consider 
supporting this but would have to allocate funding to areas where we have the data to 
show that there is a significant speeding problem. 
 

Cllr Wake said that we had allocated money to buy our own. However, the PC’s 
unanimously agreed that we would use and contribute money towards the county 
posts. CC Wood said the revenue costs would be split over 5 years and the PC’s 
needed to decide on another site to locate another post before the next meeting. 
 
CC Batey said the Lumiere Festival of Light was back in Durham this November. CC 
Batey said free tickets were available for the Inner Quadrant area 4pm – 7pm. 
Lumiere will take place between14th – 17th November 2019. The tickets are limited 
and are available from Chester Le Street Library, 6 tickets per household. 
 
The Chester Le Street Police Annual Children’s Christmas Event will be held at 
Ouston Community Centre this year. It will be held on Saturday 14th December 3pm – 
7pm. The children can visit Santa in the Christmas Grotto and receive a present. 
There will be food and drinks available and a Christmas craft market.  
 
PCSO Lumsden has joined our area and another PCSO is due possibly in November.  
 
CC Batey advised that everyone should ensure their car doors are locked and their 
property is secure especially now the dark nights are here. The vulnerable must be 
protected. 

 
8. COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Cllr Walker confirmed that the Community Centre’s 5 year accounts will be emailed 
Parish Council as requested. 



The Clerk attended the OCA Board meeting and will do so on a monthly basis. LB to 
feedback information when needed to improve communication between Ouston 
Parish Council and Ouston Community Association Board. The OCA Chairman 
thanked the Parish Council for their financial contributions to the roof repairs. 
 

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
The Parish Councillors were provided with copies of the monthly summary sheet for 
October and the year to date summary sheet. 
 
LB to speak to the bank to add more signatories to the account. It was agreed all the 
PC’s would be signatories. 
 

10. MEMORIAL STONE AND REMEMBRANCE 
 

The Concrete base has been put in place by the Stonemason. The Stonemason is in 
the process of sculpting the stone and the memorial will be in place for 2019 
Remembrance Day. 
 
Remembrance events will take place at the War Memorial this year near the flagpole. 
The service will take place on Sunday 10th November 2019 at 10.45am. 
 
LB to liaise with CC Batey with regard to parking and a risk assessment on 
Remembrance Day. Cllr McGill suggested taping the area off with iron rods and tape. 

 
C. Cllr Batey also requested that residents save 2 litre pop bottles and cut the bottom 
section off and hand the bottom section only to Ouston Community Centre. C. Cllr 
Batey will ask the Day Unit to spray the bottom sections for “Our Operation Poppy 
Drop.” CC Batey will also invite the Ouston Football Clubs, Brownies and Rainbows. 
CC Batey will invite our PSCO’s and High Handenhold Fire Brigade if they are 
available. Thanks to our County Councillors we now have a speak system which will 
be stored at the Community Centre. 

 
11. NEXT MEETING 

 
A representative from The Rowletch Burn project will deliver a presentation detailing 
their project. 
 
Newsletter 
Cllr Rowe would like suggestions from our community for our Winter Newsletter, they 
can be handed into the Community Centre. 
The PC’s suggested the Memorial Stone with pictures and important Christmas dates. 

 
The next Parish meeting will be held on Thursday 28th November 2019 business to 
discuss will be as per Agenda the meeting will be held in Ouston Community 
Centre 7pm. 
 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.15 hours. 
 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

CHEQUES SIGNED AT MONTHLY MEETING 24th October 2019 
 

101817 Environtech   Allotment Asbestos Removal 
101818 Royal British Legion  Poppy Wreath 
101819 Mrs L Blondrage  Monthly homeworking allowance October 19 
101820 Mrs L Blondrage  Monthly pay October 19 
101821 Mrs L Blondrage  Monthly expenses 



101822 Mr D Johnston   Monthly pay October 19 
101823 Mr D Johnston  Rubble Sacks 
101824 HMRC   Monthly PAYE (October19) 
101825 Royal British Legion  Donation to Poppy Appeal 
 


