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 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 27th OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
The Public Forum 
 This was preceded by the Police report to allow the officers to leave the meeting. 
 
 Attended by 1 resident: Points raised: 

 Enquiring about the summer garden competition and suggested the results should 
be out August/September.  Council explained there was no meeting in August so it 
was September when it was decided it would be judged by an outside body this 
had delayed the results. 

 Newsletter should have been delivered by now – Council informed resident this 
was in hand and would be discussed later in the meeting. 

 Perpetual calendar had been previously suggested and the resident suggested 
this would let the residents of the village know when events were occurring in the 
village. 

 He informed the Council that he had been asked by the allotment association to 
try and encourage the schools to be involved in the planting of the tubs – 
appositive reply had been given but confirmation was required by the head. 

 Asked if we had names of residents that had been looking after the tubs – Council 
informed him that we knew of only 2 residents – names and tub positions were 
given.  

 
The monthly meeting commenced at 8.10pm 
 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:  Mrs M Wilkinson (Chair) Mrs A Bell (Vice chair)  
Mr F Wilkinson, Mr D McGill and Mrs D Rowe    

 
049. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Cllrs Mrs M Bell and Mr. A Wake – apologies accepted by Council 

 
050. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 
 None declared at this time – but may be through the meeting 
 
051. CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22nd September 2016  

A copy of the minutes of the above meeting had been circulated to each member 
before the meeting. 
 
Resolved – Chair and Council accepted/confirmed the minutes are a true record 
with the following matters arising. 

 
052. MATTERS ARISING 

 Cllr McGill pointed out that under the previous matter arising (item 40) it had been 
discussed that the newsletter would be delayed.  Cllr Batey was the councillor that 
was going to accompany at DCC representative for a visit to Ross Park to check 
on the work needed.   

 He also enquired about the Land Registry search carried out for a piece of land in 
the village.  It appears the land is not titled at this time. 
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 Cllr McGill also pointed out that with regard to item 43 the reconciliation was 
overdue. 

 
053. POLICE MATTERS  

2 PCSO’s James Robson and Adam Wignall attended, they gave their report 
before the Public forum so they could leave the meeting.  Details were given in 
relation to anti-social behaviour in the village, the issues with off-road bikes and 
burglaries.  The officers were able to explain to the Council the actions being 
taken in relation to these issues. They also explained the relatively new system 
being run – ‘in the know’ residents can register and be informed of incidents in 
their areas. 
 

054. COUNTY COUNCILLOR MRS A. BATEY – Report 
Apologies had been received from Councillor Batey as she was unable to attend 
but had passed some information onto the Chair. The Chair reported that on Cllr 
Batey’s recent visit to Ross Park the flooding was found not to be caused by a 
leaking pipe.  The goal posts were to be replaced by DCC – no date was given. 
Cllr McGill asked about some outstanding issues with the Park no further 
information was available.   

 
055. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

7.1 Monthly accounts presented together with combined sheet for spend to date. 
The clerk issued the year to date accounts – they had not been sent out prior to 
the meeting. 
Resolved – Council accepted the monthly accounts and the year to date figures. 
Clerk reported receiving the uncashed cheque from the Conservation group. 

 Cllr McGill enquired about the outstanding VAT – clerk reported she had 
conversed with HMRC and had been instructed to re-submit returns. 

 Council need to discuss the Clerks salary and expenses so a special 
meeting was agreed.  

7.2 Asset Register – Cllr McGill enquired about the bus stop at the centre of the 
village it was passed to the council some years ago. Also the two benches 
donated by the Conservation not yet included.  Insurance cover was accepted   
Resolved – Clerk to include these seats in our assets 
7.3 3 year spend – clerk to send this out electronically. 
7.4 Update on Land Registry search – as at item 52 
7.4 Bank Reconciliation – Council to discuss at a later meeting 
7.6 Review of the Financial Regulations – Clerk informed the council that there 
had been no changes to the previously agreed regulations.  Council agreed the 
financial regulations in place will remain. 
Cllr McGill suggested the council review the financial risk assessment for the 
council.  To be an agenda item at the next meeting. 
 
Cheques signed for October listed in appendix 1 
 

056. UPDATE ON REPORTED REPAIRS 
Clerk reported that the play item at the Brooms Park that had generated an 
emergency call out had been replaced by DCC. 
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057. ENVIRONMENT REPORT  
Chair and councillors agreed on a walk around the village to be on Monday 7th 
November 10am. 
Clerk reported that the Risk Assessment for the Litter-picker was still in force but 
Cllr McGill informed the council that this was within a 30 mile an hour speed 
restrictions.  Council need to consider when our Litter-picker is working on the 
bank to the north of the village.  Clerk to gather information on this. 
Cllr McGill reported receiving a number of complaints with regard to residents 
burning in a wood burner.  It is believed that a number may be burning treated 
woods rather than the advised types of wood.  Complaints to be directed to 
County Council. 
Cllr F Wilkinson reported that he had been in touch with DCC with regard to the 
Parish having sight of the lease for the recently fenced off football pitch opposite 
St Benet’s School. 

 
058. ALLOTMENT REPORT 

Clerk reported that the request for permission to erect a shed on one of our 
allotments – this was not as previously thought the same tenant that had had 
permission refused. Council agreed to the tenant replacing his old shed. 
Cllr F Wilkinson reported his attendance at the Allotment meeting and confirmed 
the external gate entry for one of the allotments had been confirmed.  
 

059. CLERK’S REPORT 
Clerk informed the Council of the damage caused to the Parish post box at the 
central noticeboard.  Council agreed to the clerk getting quotes to replace it. 
 

060. CORRESPONDENCE   
Electronic correspondence had been sent to councillors before the meeting. This 
included: - Chester-le-St. & Dist. AAP information – CDALC/NALC Information. 
No letters received. 
 
Special Meeting agreed for Thursday 3rd November 2016 – 7pm at Ouston 
Community Centre 
 
The next monthly Parish meeting was confirmed as Thursday 24th November 
2016 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
Signed as a true record of business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………..  
Cllr Mrs M Wilkinson Chair of the Parish Council 


