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 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 28th APRIL 2016 
 

 
The Public Forum 

A resident attended the public forum.  The Parish Council were informed that 
residents of Aberfoyle had requested a ‘no cold calling zone’ this was being taken 
forward by the neighbourhood watch co-ordinator. 
There were concern about the ‘protected’ tree outside Ouston House.  The rising 
roots were making it virtually impossible to manoeuvre either a wheelchair or a 
child’s buggy round the roots and remain on the footpath.  Clerk to look into how 
this can be overcome. 

 
The monthly meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:  Mr D McGill (Chair), Mrs M Wilkinson (Vice-chair) 
Mr F Wilkinson and Mrs M Bell   

 
145. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Cllr Mrs A Bell & Cllr Mr A Wake – apologies accepted by Council 

 
146. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

Cllr Mr D McGill declared an interest in the Ouston Villagers Association. There 
were no other declarations of Interest. 

 
147. CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24th MARCH 2016  

A copy of the minutes of the above meeting had been circulated to each member 
before the meeting. 

 
Resolved – Council accepted the minutes as produced with adaptations by Cllr 
McGill.  Minutes accepted. 

 
148. MATTERS ARISING 
 None 
 
149. POLICE MATTERS  

PCSO – Police officers – unable to attend report received however clerk was 
unable to open this.  Clerk to contact the PCSO and ask to resend.  

 
150. COUNTY COUNCILLOR MRS A. BATEY – Report 
 Councillor Batey gave her report at the beginning of the meeting:-  

Cllr Batey reported that she was in purdah at present so was not making any 
political statements solely feeding back to OPC on information since last meeting. 
Councillor Batey reported that the DLI museum had now closed.  Artefacts from 
the museum had been moved to the Palace Green exhibition, this exhibition will 
be separate from the Somme Exhibition other artefacts had been moved to 
Spennymoor.  The councillor confirmed that the rumours about the sale of the site 
were incorrect.  The only part of the land that can be sold is the actual footprint of 
the museum not the paths or the commemorative benches area. 
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Devolution … the councillor reported this was ongoing and as yet no decision with 
regard to this area has been made. 
The councillor reported that there was no change to polling stations for this area 
for the forthcoming election. 
 
Cllr Batey reported that there was ongoing consultation with regard to the teaching 
assistants and their contracts. 
The previous decision on the County Durham Plan has been overturned but as the 
initial information started six years ago the decision has been made to start it 
again. 
The councillor confirmed the infant school was due to be demolished – the 
resident attending the meeting confirmed the demolition was complete. 
The councillor also reported on the recent planning application for the conversion 
of the shop in Arcadia to a restaurant.  She was able to let the Parish Councillors 
see the plans.  She has already had contact from residents with regard to an 
objection to this plan.  She confirmed that as an elected member she would 
support the concerns of the residents and would discuss this objection with 
planning.   

 
151. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

Monthly accounts presented together with combined sheet for spend to date. 
 
Resolved the members accepted this monthly accounts. 
 
Cheques signed at the meeting by Cllr Mr F Wilkinson 
Clerk to supply details of 3 year forecast and figures to show allocation of funds. 
Clerk reports the VAT has not been paid to date. 
 
Councillors had previously been sent details of the new Audit arrangements for the 
next financial year. This was discussed and details given. 
Resolved – The Council decided unanimously they would not withdraw from the 
local arrangements and would remain in the planned local allocation of audit for 
the new arrangements. 
 
A request was made by Cllr Mr D McGill on behalf of the Ouston Residents 
Association for support for celebrations relating to the Queens 90th birthday in 
June.  This money would be used for the community celebration at Ouston 
Community Centre.  Cllr Mr D McGill had declared an interest earlier with regard to 
this request. 
Resolved – The remaining 3 councillors agreed unanimously to award a donation 
of £100 to the association. 
 

152. UPDATE ON REPORTED REPAIRS 
 Ross Park – replacement of goal posts is in the work sheets. 

Gate repair – for gate on play area this has previously been repaired but needs to 
check again. 
Scout hut demolition has apparently delayed as the contract has to be 
reconsidered because of the vehicle access. 
Clerk to make sure we are issued with a ‘job’ number for reported repairs for audit 
purposes. 
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153. ENVIRONMENT REPORT   

Northumbria in Bloom – First inspection due to take place tomorrow Cllr Mrs M 
Wilkinson will accompany the group with the clerk.  Cllr Mrs M Wilkinson has been 
photographing spring flowering and clerk will produce a portfolio.  Final judging will 
be in July.  
Replacement tubs – clerk to inform residents of the replacement tubs at Arbroath 
when confirmation received from DCC.  A risk assessment has been carried out 
and tub to be central and not to impede on driveways.  
Some of the tubs have been moved by the grass cutters – clerk has contacted 
DCC and have confirmed they will not cut close to the tubs. 
Still concerns about the lighting in the village - DCC have previously stated they 
will not inspect the contract work until the changes in the area until completion of 
work in the area of Urpeth & Ouston. 
No definite information on the land at Cooks Corner where bungalows have been 
demolished. 
Clerk reported that a sign writer was coming to check the shield on the ‘pit tub’ for 
the village emblem to be copied on to it. 
 

154. PLANNING 
The proposed re-development of shop at Arcadia.  The clerk reported that she had 
received several complaints with regard to this application and residents were 
asking for the support of the Parish Council.  The clerk showed the Parish Council 
a letter that had been composed by a resident and carried 82 signatures.  This 
was a concern as it is believed that a single letter no matter how many signatures 
was counted as one.  Cllr Batey will confirm this information and inform the \parish 
Council. The clerk will also contact the Planning Department to confirm individual 
letters be sent by concerned residents. 
 
Resolved – A unanimous decision by the Parish Council to send a letter of 
objection to the planning application for the restaurant and the \parish Council fully 
support the concerns of the residents. 

 
155. ALLOTMENT REPORT 

No issues for the Allotments but inspections will start early May and would like a 
Councillor to attend Cllr Mr F Wilkinson.  The Association will notify the Cllr Mr F 
Wilkinson (Liaison Officer) of the date.  Permission has been requested to erect a 
shed on one of the allotments there are already 3 sheds on the plot.  Cllr Mr F 
Wilkinson will check this allotment when he does the inspections. There are 
vacancies on the site but this will cover the waiting list at present.   
 

156. NEWSLETTER 
Ideas for content to be put forward for next edition – item to remain on agenda. 
The North East Credit Union will be putting in an article.  Neighbourhood Wardens 
will have an entry.  More items required.  We will have had the celebration for the 
Queens 90th Birthday.  We will also include information on the Christmas Trees. 
A reintroduction of the Neighbourhood Watch will have taken place. 
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157. AGM & PARISH ASSEMBLY 
Council agreed to the AGM being held on Thursday 26th May 2016 this will be 
followed by the Parish Assembly this will be followed by monthly meeting.     

 
158. CORRESPONDENCE   

Electronic correspondence had been sent to councillors before the meeting. This 
included: - Chester-le-St. & Dist. AAP information – CALC Information. 
No letters received  
 
 
The next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 26th May 2016 
 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 9.20 pm 
 
 
Signed as a true record of business 
 
…………………………………..  
Cllr Mr D McGill  
Chair of Ouston Parish Council 


