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Ouston Parish Council 

 
Clerk to the Council: Mr. D. Toulmin . 2 Ouston Springs Farm Cottages, Ouston 

Tel: 0191 4922050 

 

 Minutes of meeting held on the 9
th

 July 2012 (As June meeting postponed) 

 

Residents Forum : 7:00pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC: 

 

1. Mr. D McGill has asked if the Parish council could submit an objection to 

the police re the matter of the liquor license application for the newly re-

opened shop in Arcadia. 

 

2. Mr. D McGill has asked if the Parish Council would support the request for 

an extension to the traffic calming measures already utilised in the village. 

 

3. Mr. D McGill has asked if there were any results on the traffic calming 

survey conducted in the village. 

 

4.  . Mr. D McGill has asked if the road safety barrier next to the school could 

be extended after another accident in the village, and if a further set of school 

warning lights could be added. 

 

5. Mr. D. McGill has asked if the removable bollard be replaced to stop quad 

bikes using Ross park and the steps and the kissing gate to be cleared of 

vegetation. 

 

6. Mr. McGill pointed out that environmental health still had not actioned a 

clean up on the path adjacent to the Westline Industrial estate. 

 

7. Mr. McGill Thanked Cllr. M. Bell for her contribution into having the grass 

cut  in the Brooms, on behalf of the residents of number 13. 

 

 Responses: 

 

1. After discussion the members agreed to lodge an objection re the liquor 

liecence. 

 

2. The Parish Council had already pledged their support in previous meetings 

to any initiative that would reduce traffic incidents with in the village. 

 

3. The chair will refer this question to Cllr M. Potts as she was taking the lead 

on this issue.  

 

4. The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC. 
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5. The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC. 

 

6. The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC. 

 

7. The thanks were warmly received by Cllr. M. Bell. 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 7.20pm.  

Present: 

 Mrs. A. Bell (Chair) 

 Mr. D. Johnston 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Wilkinson 

 Mr. A. Wake 

 Mrs. M. Bell 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 

 

 Mr. D McGill (OVA) 

 PCSO Neil Turnbull 

  

Item 1: Apologies 

 

 Cllr C. Carr 

 Cllr M. Potts. 

 

Item 2: Declaration of interests: 

 

 Mrs. M. Bell declared and interest in the OVA. 

 

Item 3: Minutes of last meeting  

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events.  

  

 

Item 4: Matters arising from those minutes 

  

See Clerks Report. 

  

 

Item 5: Police report 

  

The village has been placed on the priority list for “speedwatch” for the 

coming month, Chester View, the Red Lion and Institute Terrace are all on the 

list. 

Crime has reduced still further in the village and the crime detection rates are 

up. There have been reports of thefts of garden ornaments and other metal 
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objects from the exterior of properties in the surrounding areas, so could 

everyone remain vigilant. 

The last report of motorcycle nuisance was on the 16
th

 of June. Two warnings 

were given, neither of the offenders were from the area.  

 

Item 6: Report from Councilor Carr 

 

Apologies from Cllr. Carr 

 

Item 7: Clerks report  

 

 The Clerk to the Council: Actions from May meeting. 

 

1. Contact DCC regarding the issue of grass damage. 

2. Contact the appropriate companies regarding the missing manhole covers 

 Arisaig 21471333 St Benets 21471935 Westline 21471533 

3. Invite Stewart Champion to next PC meeting. 

4. Pass the details of the street numbering to DCC. Passed to Sue Murray 

5. Follow up on the flagpole Done 

6.Order plaques 

7. Order skip. Done 

 

 
 

Item 8 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

1. Parish Plan: Cllr A Wake has emailed his questionnaire which will be 

added into the newsletter for distribution throughout the village at the end of 

the month. 

 

2. Environment: The judges have toured the village with Cllrs Mrs. M and 

Mr.  F Wilkinson, the judges commented on the lack of village involvement in 

the competition, as it is a village event.  

The council has decided that a second notice board will be erected next to the 

Red Lion, and a new piece of Perspex to be purchased to replace the damaged 

one on the existing board. 

Jubilee plaques/removal of old plaque 

Some of the oak tubs are damaged and require replacements (Lady Park) 

Arcadia Tree need to be put on the works list  

Cllr A. Wake has asked if the Clerk could look into the possibility of painting 

the lintels on the stone bus shelters to brighten them up. 

Cllr M Bell asked if the clerk could contact Cestria to look at the removal of 

the wall at the bottom of the hill located in Arisaig, as it stops the water freely 

draining and causes flooding in the surrounding houses. Also if they can 

arrange the clean up of the recent flooding to the empty properties on the same 

street. 

All the councilors have requested that the drains in the village be cleaned as 

some are beginning to smell. 

Cllr. D. Johnston asked if the clerk could check on the progress of the Scout 

Hut, located in Ross park. 
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3. Jubilee Council agreed that the flag should be raised during the period of 

the Olympic Games. Also a small tree needs to be relocated so as not to 

obscure the flag in the coming years. 

 

 

Item 9 : Allotments  

 

The allotment association has changed the locks on the site so it is once again 

secure. 

The inspections continue on a monthly basis. 

The skip was delivered and filled over the course of the weekend. 

 

 

Item 10 : Correspondence 

 

1). For information  

Digital switch over Sept 12 2012 

Registered  Trader scheme 

HDN are now celebrating their 10th Birthday and have invited both Cestria 

and our stakeholders to an event to be held on 19th July 2012 to celebrate and 

promote Equality and Diversity 

 

 

2) From Residents   

   

         NA 

 

            

3) For Action 

 

The Code of conduct has now been passed to all members for their 

consideration, a vote will be conducted at the next meeting its acceptance.  

                     

Item 11 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

1. Submit an objection to the police re the matter of the liquor license 

application for the newly re-opened shop in Arcadia 

 2. Contact the Highways re the extension of the road safety barrier 

3. Invite Stewart Champion to next PC meeting. 

4. Contact DCC re the removable bollard being replaced and the steps and the 

kissing gate to be cleared of vegetation (Ross Park) 

5. Contact DCC re environmental health still having still not actioned a clean 

up on the path adjacent to the Westline Industrial estate 

6. Derric bus to visit the village. 

7 source replacements for oak tubs that are damaged (Lady Park) 

8. Check on the progress of the Scout Hut, located in Ross park. 

9. Contact Cestria re their properties. 

 

Item 12 : Accounts 
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Clerk Salary £436 

Deric Bus      £100  

Internal Audit  £250 

Papercraft  £97 

Skip Hire  £170 

Penn Hill  £192 

 

Item 13 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting Thursday the 26
th

 July 2012, 7:00pm. 


