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Ouston Parish Council  
 
The role of a Parish Council is to represent the interests of the 
local community as a whole and promote a harmonious local 
environment.  
 

We are committed to:  

• Listening to and responding to the views and needs of local 

residents 

• Working in partnership with people who are committed to 

our village 

• Proactively working to improve our village and the  
wellbeing of our residents 

 

Parish councils are the first tier of local governance and are the 
initial point of contact for anyone concerned with a community 
issue. 
 

To give your views you can email the Clerk at  
oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com 

 

Alternatively, attend a meeting every fourth Thursday at                  

Ouston Community Centre commencing at 7pm. Please come 

along and share your views, ideas or concerns.  

 

Your local Parish Councillors are: 

John Tate – Chairperson 

Alan Wake – Vice Chairperson  

Annemarie Bell, Alan Purdy, Derrick McGill, Debbie Rowe, Trina 

Walker 

January 2020 

mailto:oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com
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War Memorial Update 

 

  

The War Memorial is now in place 
and the Parish Council would like to 
thank Adrian, from Auckland                     
Memorials, for carrying out a                    
fantastic job on our beautiful, locally 
sourced stone. 
 
Our first Service of                                  
Remembrance at the new                    
Memorial Stone took place in              
November and was very well                     
attended by residents of all ages. We 
were especially pleased by how 
many children came along to attend 
the service and pay their respects. 
 
It was a very proud moment for 
Councillor Alan Purdy, an                               
ex-serviceman himself, who laid a 
wreath on behalf of Ouston Parish 
Council. Wreaths were also laid by 
County Councillors Alison Batey and 
Danny Wood. 
 
The next phase, the                                 
Remembrance Garden, will take 
place this year.  
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The Ouston Memorial Stone 
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Paws For Thought  

STATEMENT RELEASED BY RSPCA – “We urge pet owners to be cautious 

when grit is being spread on roads, as rock salt can be toxic to dogs and cats if 

they lick it from their paws or fur.” 

 

Excess salt intake in dogs results in a high blood sodium concentration and 

causes vomiting within hours of ingestion. The clinical signs can progress to 

weakness, diarrhoea, muscle tremors and seizures. Severe cases can result in 

kidney damage and even death. 

 

Therefore, if at all possible, try to avoid heavily treated roads and paths. Ideal-

ly, wash your dog’s paws in warm water and dry thoroughly if they have been 

outside on gritted roads and pavements. It is   also important not to allow your 

dog to drink from puddles of slush water. 

 

IF YOU SUSPECT YOUR PET MAY HAVE INGESTED ROCK SALT CONTACT 

YOUR VET IMMEDIATELY AND FOLLOW THEIR ADVISE.  
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Dog Fouling 

PICK UP OR PAY UP! – IT’S THE LAW 

Despite notices displayed in the village 

outlining that “it is an offence if you do 

not clean up your dog’s waste” dog 

fouling still continues to be a problem. 

 

Whilst the majority of dog owners are 

considerate and responsible, sadly, a 

small minority are blatantly ignoring 

the law and failing to pick up after their 

dog. 

 

As The Keep Britain Tidy campaign 

against dog fouling pointed out 

“there’s no such thing as the dog poo 

fairy.” Residents are left to clean up if 

dog fouling occurs in the vicinity of 

their homes and this is viewed as         

totally unacceptable by Ouston Parish                

Council. 

 

Dog Fouling is not only deeply                  

unpleasant, it is dangerous. Contact 

with dog excrement  can cause                     

TOXOCARIASES – an infection that 

can lead to dizziness, nausea, asthma, 

seizures and even blindness. 

 

Anyone who fails to clear up after their 

pet can be issued with a Fixed Penalty 

Notice of £100. If the fine is not paid 

the case will go to court and the                     

individual prosecuted. The maximum 

fine is £1000. Be aware the law places 

responsibility on “the person in charge 

of the dog” at the time of the                        

misdemeanour. So, if the dog you are 

walking is not yours, you are still liable 

for the fine if you do not clean up after 

them.   
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Removal of Telephone Box at Primrose Gardens  

 

We were informed by Durham County 

Council back in July 2019 of the                    

intended removal of this payphone. 

 

BT is to phase out over half of the UK’s 

remaining 40,000 telephone boxes over 

the next five years because some are 

not being used at all. At their peak in 

1992, before mobile phones became 

popular, there were 92,000 phone             

boxes in the UK. 

 

Now, however, with usage declining by 

over 90% in the last decade, one third 

of kiosks are never used to make a call. 

 

BT said many boxes had become a        

burden and were expensive to repair 

and maintain. BT is responsible for       

repairing damage to the kiosks,             

including replacing glass panes and   

broken receivers, as well as removing 

graffiti and rubbish. 

 

 

British Telecommunications had         

identified this payphone as being no 

longer required and, therefore, suitable 

for    removal. This was due largely to 

the fact that over the last twelve 

months only fourteen calls had been 

made from it.  
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Summer Flower Beds 

Ouston Parish Council would like to take this  opportunity to thank Durham County 
Council for the summer flower beds. Many residents commented on how lovely 
they looked this year. They provided a stunning display of colour throughout the 
summer months, helped, no doubt, by the rather heavy rainfall!  
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Litter Picker 

As many residents are aware Ouston Parish Council employ a litter picker. We take 
pride in the tidiness of our village and thank residents for using the litter bins           
provided. 
 
For any areas of persistent littering, or instances of broken glass which require 
prompt attention, please contact the Parish Clerk.  

Ross Park 

 
The Parish Council are applying for funding to improve Ross Park. Our park is 
well used and much loved but is in need of some new equipment. 
 
To help with our application we invited residents, by way of our noticeboards, to 
contact us, either by letter or e-mail, offering their support for the project. Such 
letters of support could make a difference when funding is considered by 
Durham County Council. 
 
If we are successful, we will hopefully secure enough funding to purchase the 
new equipment.  



 

 9 

  

Winter Nights  

Unfortunately, the dark, winter nights are still with us for some time to come.               
Residents should take extra care when leaving home that all windows and doors are 
securely locked. It is also advisable to have lamps on timers that will turn on at dusk. 
It is a sad fact that a house in total darkness is a target for burglars and opportunist 
thieves. 
 
There has also been an increase in the number of thefts from vehicles in  recent 
months. It is advisable not to leave valuables in your car and to make sure your             
vehicle is locked when parked.  

Chester-Le-Street Police Annual Children’s Christmas Event  

The Parish Council were delighted that this annual event took place at Ouston                  

Community Centre. 

 

It was held on Saturday 14th December between 3pm and 7pm. The children were able 

to visit Santa in the Christmas Grotto and receive a  present. Food and drinks were              

available as well as a Christmas craft fair. 
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Complaints Received From Residents  

Grass Verges 

It has been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that 

some residents are parking inappropriately on grass verges that 

are owned and maintained by Durham County Council. This is 

causing a number of problems.  

During the grass cutting season  Durham County Council have 

been unable to cut some of the verges. Secondly, as the                

photographs show, the weight of parked vehicles has destroyed 

the verges, completely in places. As a result, we have a number of 

areas that are an eye sore for other residents. Therefore, we would 

like to remind residents to park appropriately and respect the 

grass areas in our village.  

Those residents who continue to park their vehicles on the verges 

will be sent a letter from the Parish Council in due course.  

Overhanging Trees and Hedges  

There have been some complaints regarding overhanging trees and hedges. The 

Parish Council would like to remind residents that it is the homeowner’s                                

responsibility to maintain their own hedges responsibly and to keep them within 

their house boundary. Trees and shrubs should not overhang pavements where they 

can be hazardous to pedestrians, especially at night when they are  difficult to see 

and avoid.  

Durham County Council will be carrying out routine cutting  back and pruning in    

Ouston over the winter months . The aim is to keep pavements and cuts clear of 

spreading shrubbery, and to maintain visibility particularly at junctions. Tree   

branches overhanging road signs and street lights will also be cut back.  

PLEASE NOTE—If you spot a problem in the village with signage, streetlights etc. 

You can report these to the Parish Clerk who will report the issue  to the relevant   

authority.  
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On A Wintery Note... 

 

We would like to thank residents for the compliments we received  in December      

regarding our village Christmas trees and lights. Your continued support is very much 

appreciated.  

 

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL WISH ALL RESIDENTS A VERY HAPPY 

NEW YEAR! 

 

Ouston Community Centre 

Ouston Community Centre offers a variety of activities including: 

Monday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Metafit, Table Tennis  

Tuesday – Metafit, Pilates, Ladies Badminton, Jujitsu, Ouston Christian Fellowship 

Wednesday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Judo, Ladies               

Slimmers 

Thursday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Dancing for Chil-

dren, Metafit, Youth Connection 

*Every first and third Thursday – Ladies Club 

*Every second Thursday – W.I. 

*Every fourth Thursday – Parish Council Meeting 

Friday – Coffee Shop, Performing Arts for Children, Ladies Dancing, Yoga, Matchbox 

Theatre Group 

Saturday – Available for private hire 

Sunday – Weight Watchers, Ouston Christian Fellowship 
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Useful Contacts 

Police, Fire or Ambulance – Dial 999 if it is an emergency.  

Council Services – The following services provide out of hours support:  

Call 03000 267 979 – for emergency social care and child welfare concerns  

Call 03000 262 195 – for Care Connect (community alarm service)  

Call 01388 722 538 – if you are homeless or facing homelessness 

Call 03000 266 000 – for our births, deaths and marriages service 

Building control service (to report a dangerous structure)  

Report emergency council housing repairs to Durham City Homes or your housing                            

provider 

Local Police 101  

Durham Constabulary – report anti-social behaviour, or other incidents not classed as an 

emergency, and get advice about crime prevention and household security by calling 

101 

Fire and Rescue 

County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service – get advice about household 

fire safety, including the installation of smoke alarms, by calling 08454 305 8383  

NHS 111 

Telephone 111 when you need health advice fast, but it’s not a 999 emergency 

Household Emergencies  

Electricity – if your power supply is interrupted call 0800 668 877 

Gas – if you smell gas contact the National Grid on 0800 111 999 

Water – call 0800 393 084 for burst water mains or 0800 328 7648 for sewer issues 


