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Summer 2019

Ouston Parish Council
The role of a Parish Council is to represent the interests of the
local community as a whole and promote a harmonious local
environment.
We are committed to:
• Listening to and responding to the views and needs of local
residents
• Working in partnership with people who are committed to
our village
• Proactively working to improve our village and the
wellbeing of our residents
Parish councils are the first tier of local governance and are the
initial point of contact for anyone concerned with a community
issue.
To give your views you can email the Clerk at
oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com

Alternatively, attend a meeting every fourth Thursday at
Ouston Community Centre commencing at 7pm. Please come
along and share your views, ideas or concerns.
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What Ouston Parish Council is doing for
you…
War Memorial
Councillor Alan Purdy has put an incredible amount of time
and effort into securing extra funding from Durham County
Council to make a war memorial for Ouston a reality.
Initially, Ouston Parish Council put notices through the
letter boxes of all residents to gain feedback as to whether
the local community supported the idea of a war memorial
for the village. As a direct result of the huge amount of
positive feedback received the project was given the go
ahead.
Ouston Parish Council had hoped to get the funding
secured and the war memorial in place to commemorate
the First World War Centenary. Unfortunately, this proved to
be too optimistic a time frame.
However, the war memorial will be in place for
Remembrance Sunday 2019 and will be situated on the
grassed area, close to the flag pole, at the top of St Benet’s
Way. It will be made from natural quarried stone and bear
the inscription ‘TO THE GLORIOUS DEAD’.
In the Pipeline…
Once the war memorial is in place it is the intention of
Ouston Parish Council to provide funding for a paved area
complete with First World War Centenary bench and flower
tubs. Hopefully, this can be added to over subsequent
months and years to ultimately create a ‘Memorial Garden’.
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Development at Former Ouston were given the opportunity to explain
their concerns. The Parish Council were
Infants School Site
As many residents will be aware
County Councillors Alison Batey and
Danny Wood have been dealing with
problems
appertaining
to
the
construction of the final three
bungalows on what was the former
Ouston Infants School site.
The proposed bungalows were the
height of existing houses on Cromarty
and many residents around the
perimeter of the site were clearly
concerned.
In December 2018 Karbon Homes
submitted a revised application to
planning to remove one of the three
bungalows. However, the Planning
Committee decided they could not
vote on this until further dialogue took
place between Karbon Homes, Swale
Valley Construction, local county
councillors and residents.
At a meeting in early February, chaired
by Councillor Alison Batey, residents

delighted to learn that Karbon Homes
listened to those concerns and
subsequently agreed to remove all
three bungalows from the site. The
area in question will now be
landscaped.
Ouston Parish Council would like to
take this opportunity to thank
Councillor Alison Batey and Councillor
Danny Wood for all their efforts and
hard work representing residents
through what has been an extremely
stressful situation for all concerned.
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Emergency Defibrillator
Durham County Councillors Alison
Batey and Danny Wood, alongside
Ouston Paris Council, have provided
funding for an emergency defibrillator
and it has been located in a secure
cabinet outside the community centre.
A defibrillator is a device that gives a
high energy electric shock to the heart
of someone who is in cardiac arrest.
This high energy shock is called
defibrillation, and it is an essential part
in trying to save the life of someone
who is in cardiac arrest.

The Resuscitation Council UK states
‘Only 3% of cardiac arrests happen
within the recommended retrieval
distance of a defibrillator’.
In light of this, Ouston Parish Council
believed it essential to make a
defibrillator publicly available to the
local community.
If you need the defibrillator in an
emergency the 999 call handler will
give you the emergency access code so
it can be retrieved
from its secure
enclosure.
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Street Lighting
As part of the ongoing cost reduction programme at Durham County Council the
section of street lighting at Ouston Lane connecting the village to Birtley, has
again come under scrutiny. Despite protests from our local councillors the County
Council decided to proceed with the removal of street lights down to the
roundabout.
In response to this assessment, Ouston Parish Council has decided to intervene to
ensure this section of highway will continue to be lit after an offer was extended
by Durham County Council.
This ten-year deal involves retaining lighting columns and converting to LED (lit to
British Standard Lighting Levels)

The contract would be re-assessed at time of renewal, but it is hoped that the
lighting would continue to be funded for the foreseeable future.
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Northumbria In Bloom Competition
Earlier in the year the Parish Council took the decision not to enter the village in
the Northumbria In Bloom Competition 2019. Rather than being Council driven,
the competition requires a lot of community input and despite notices being
displayed in the village a sufficient number of volunteers was not forthcoming.
In previous years Ouston has enjoyed some success in the competition. The village
received a Bronze Award in 2017, with the allotments, entered as a specialist
category, achieving a Silver Award, respectively.
The Parish Council will continue to appeal for volunteers and will decide in due
course if a 2020 entry is viable. If you have some spare time and are able to
volunteer, or if you have an idea for a community-based project, please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk.

7

Flower Tubs
As many residents, no doubt, will be
aware many of the flower tubs situated
in the village are looking worse for
wear and some have actually fallen
apart over the winter. The Parish
Council is currently arranging for these
to be removed. Previously, three new
self-watering
tubs
have
been
purchased by Ouston Parish Council.
One has been situated at the top of
Milbanke Close, another on the grass
opposite the Red Lion pub, and the
third at the other end of the village at
Abernethy. We had hoped to invest in

further flower tubs for the village this
year. However, due to a lack of
volunteers to help with their planting
and maintenance, we are, sadly, having
to decide whether this would be
appropriate use of Council funds.
If you can be of assistance with the
upkeep of the existing flower tubs
please contact the Parish Clerk. Any
time you can spare would be greatly
appreciated.
oustonparishcouncil@googlemail.com
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Ouston Allotment Association
The above association was formed in 2007 by a number of tenants from Ouston
allotments with the intention of obtaining seeds, fertilisers etc. at reasonable prices for
use by local residents as well as allotment tenants.

In order to take advantage of the prices charged it is necessary to join the association.
This costs the princely sum of £1.50 per year for non-tenants. The association is
non-profit making. It is also worth noting that members of the association are given 40%
off seed orders made at certain times of the year from Kings Seeds.
Shortly after the association was set up, an application was made for financial assistance
to purchase three metal containers and various tools to be used on the allotment site by
tenants. The application was successful and £10,000 was awarded which allowed the
purchase of the equipment.
The allotments are located directly behind the Methodist Church in the village. There is
now a shop on the allotment site selling seeds, fertilisers, poultry feed, dog food, rabbit
food, hay and straw to name but a few. Also, the association supplies surplus vegetables
and fruit to the allotment shop which are available to the public in exchange for a
donation. The shop is open on a Saturday morning from 10 a.m. until midday. In Spring
and Summer the shop is also open on Sundays at the same time as the Saturday.
Over the time of Ouston Allotment Association, they have had visits from St Benet’s
pupils who tended to a part of the association allotment which had been set aside for
them. The association has supplied flowers to Lindisfarne Care Home for their display as
well as The Red Lion Pub for placement on the tables at Sunday dinner times. In 2017,
they received a Silver Award from Northumbria in Bloom as a special category to Ouston
Parish Council.
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A number of the members of the association have been heavily involved in the
Annual Ouston Horticultural and Home Produce Show which was held at The
Red Lion Pub in Ouston. All money raised from these shows goes to charity
and in 2018 Ouston Allotment Association raised £707 for Heel and Toe.
Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at The Red Lion Pub
in Ouston, where various horticultural matters are discussed.
Should anyone wish to join the association, or to have a look around the shop
at the allotments, please feel free to call in or come along to The Red Lion Pub
on the second Monday of the month (except for December)
Any queries can be directed to the Secretary of Ouston Allotment Association
Eric Brown on:
0191 4109862 or email eric.a.brown9@gmail.com

School News
PLEASE REMEMBER to park considerately if you are dropping off, or picking up, at either Ouston
Primary School or St Bennet’s School. A number of cars are parking very close to junctions, with some
even parking on the junctions themselves. This is an extremely dangerous practise as other motorists
cannot see children stepping out from between parked cars to cross the road, potentially, putting
children’s lives at risk. Ouston Parish Council is very concerned about this and have made local police
aware of the situation.
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Pavements Are For Pedestrians
New reports suggest motorists could be fined up to £70 if they park on the pavement. The DFT has said it’s considering new laws to prevent vehicles blocking
paths and causing difficulties for wheelchair users, people with pushchairs and
blind pedestrians.
In 2015 Simon Hoare MP tabled a Private Members’ Bill to extend the law to
bring the rest of England and Wales in line with London. The Bill was withdrawn
in December 2015 when the Government promised to review current legislation
and assess the implications of changing it.
Joe Irvin, Chief Executive, Living Streets said:
‘Pavements are for people not vehicles. Parking on the pavement can be selfish and
dangerous, putting people – especially those with disabilities, visual impairments or
pushchairs – at risk. We’re regularly contacted by disabled and older people who are
effectively trapped in their own homes because there isn’t enough room on the
pavement for wheelchairs or mobility scooters. There should be a default ban, with
pavement parking only allowed in certain circumstances on streets that have been
specially designated to allow it, making it the exception rather than the rule.’
It is also worth adding that pavement surfaces are not designed to carry the
weight of vehicles, and the added maintenance cost of repairing cracked and
damaged paving adds an unnecessary financial burden to already cash-strapped
councils.
This has become a serious issue in Ouston, especially around the area of the
schools, and we ask motorists to be considerate when parking and manoeuvring
their vehicles. The disabled access ramps are not there to allow vehicles to easily
mount the pavement.

11

Ouston Community Centre
Ouston Community Centre offers a variety of activities including:
Monday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Metafit, Table Tennis
Tuesday – Metafit, Pilates, Ladies Badminton, Jujitsu, Ouston Christian Fellowship

Wednesday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Judo, Ladies
Slimmers
Thursday – Meals on Wheels, County Durham Activity Day Unit, Dancing for Children, Metafit, Youth Connection
*Every first and third Thursday – Ladies Club
*Every second Thursday – W.I.

*Every fourth Thursday – Parish Council Meeting
Friday – Coffee Shop, Performing Arts for Children, Ladies Dancing, Yoga, Matchbox
Theatre Group
Saturday – Available for private hire
Sunday – Weight Watchers, Ouston Christian Fellowship

Ouston Community Centre AGM
It was suggested and agreed at the AGM that anyone who uses the community
centre will pay a £6 annual membership fee. This will provide extra funds to support
and develop the centre.
Tel: 0191 4106183
Email: info@oustoncommunitycentre.com
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Information from www.oustoncommunitycentre.com:
Ouston Community Centre’s goal is to provide a Community Resource Centre for the
people of Ouston through which individuals of all ages, and community groups, will
have access to meeting spaces, advice, information and guidance, educational, social
and leisure opportunities.
Our general aim is to provide a range of activities, community services and meeting
spaces for the local community. We also hire the facilities at reasonable costs for
celebrations and family occasions when requested and when space is available.

Ouston Community Association was formed in April 1973 to meet the needs of the
local community. The organisation was a charity for many years and changed its status
to become a Charitable Company in 2009.
The organisation is managed by a Board of Directors elected annually at our AGM from
the local community and we are always interested in talking to anyone who may be
interested in putting their name forward for selection at the AGM.
The Board currently comprises six individuals with a diverse range of skills and
backgrounds. All Board members are from the local community and as such have a
feel for the organisation.
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The original funding came from the local community raised through events such as the
‘Buy a Brick’ campaign and from Durham County Council.
The organisation owns the building and land attached on a peppercorn rent from the
council. Each year we have to raise the money required for the management and
maintenance of the building and for the staff required to ensure the smooth running of the
centre. This money comes from hiring the facilities to community groups and from any
grants we are able to attract.
Each year we need to find within the region of £50,000 to fund our centre and the cost
would be much higher if it were not for the work of a dedicated team of volunteers who
provide invaluable support to the centre. We would like to encourage more people to
consider giving some of their time to help us with our work.
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Useful Contacts
Police, Fire or Ambulance – Dial 999 if it is an emergency.
Council Services – The following services provide out of hours support:
Call 03000 267 979 – for emergency social care and child welfare concerns
Call 03000 262 195 – for Care Connect (community alarm service)
Call 01388 722 538 – if you are homeless or facing homelessness
Call 03000 266 000 – for our births, deaths and marriages service
Building control service (to report a dangerous structure)
Report emergency council housing repairs to Durham City Homes or your housing
provider

Local Police 101
Durham Constabulary – report anti-social behaviour, or other incidents not classed as an
emergency, and get advice about crime prevention and household security by calling
101

Fire and Rescue
County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service – get advice about household
fire safety, including the installation of smoke alarms, by calling 08454 305 8383

NHS 111
Telephone 111 when you need health advice fast, but it’s not a 999 emergency

Household Emergencies
Electricity – if your power supply is interrupted call 0800 668 877
Gas – if you smell gas contact the National Grid on 0800 111 999
Water – call 0800 393 084 for burst water mains or 0800 328 7648 for sewer issues

