
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22ND OCTOBER 2020 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7.00PM. 

 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   

Mr J Tate (Chair), Mr A Wake (Vice Chair), Mrs A Bell, Mrs D Rowe, Mr D McGill and Mr E. Brown. 

County Councillor A. Batey  

Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr B. Howlett and Mr W. Croney. 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 

                  Cllr T Walker and County Councillor D. Wood  

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 

None. 

 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. PRECEPT 2021/2022 AND ALLOTMENT RENT INCREASE 
 

The Clerk drafted a proposed provisional budget for next year which was sent out in September.  It will be discussed 
and agreed at a later date. 
 
With regard to rent increases, no public consultations can be held at the moment due to Covid restrictions. It was 
agreed by the PC’s present that there will be a £5.00 increase per plot for 2021/22.  
 

6. FLOWER TUBS 
 

Cllr Brown said there is 14 Flower tubs in our village and they need replanting with seasonal plants. LB to send a copy 
of the location map to Cllr Brown. Cllr Brown suggested violas, poppies and primroses to be planted. LB to source 
prices from Pity Me Nurseries and Bloomin Gals for the plants. Cllr Brown said that the Allotment Association would 
help with the replanting of the tubs. To be discussed again at the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Brown reported that the pit tub is in a poor condition and needs to be repainted. 
 
Cllr Brown suggested the PC purchase mesh baskets to store seasonal bulbs in and they will be kept at the 
Allotments. To be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

7. REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
 

The Rule of 6 applies to our Remembrance Service. LB, Cllr Tate, Cllr Bell and Cllr Brown will represent the PC. CC 
Batey will represent our County Councillors and Kevan Jones MP has been invited. LB will take details required for 
Trace and Track for the Cllrs present. Cllr McGill suggested taping off the area to prevent members of the public 
gathering. WC suggested a Trace and Trace QR to be displayed on the grassed area. The Cllrs agreed that this could 
not be displayed as it will encourage gatherings. The Cllrs unable to attend the service will visit the memorial 
separately to pay their respects. Members of the community are encouraged to observe the 2 minutes silence at home 
by standing on their doorsteps and visit the War Memorial at an alternative time complying with Covid guidance. LB 
has prepared an order of service and hopefully it will be live streamed. LB and Cllr Brown will play the last post via a 
speaker. 
 
LB to state on our website the plans for Remembrance to discourage gatherings at the War Memorial between 
10.45am and 11.15am on Remembrance Sunday. We will still remember the fallen and pay our respects but we must 
follow Covid guidance.  
 
A resident contacted Cllr McGill with regard to the wording on the War Memorial. Cllr Wake said he had checked the 
wording and confirmed it is correct. 
 
 
 



 
8. CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND EVENT 

 

LB suggested lighting the living tree at the War Memorial, the Cllrs present agreed. LB to purchase two sets of lights 

for the tree. Christmas tree lighting event, clerk to continue to liaise with OCA and check Covid Guidance – ongoing. 

New guidance states no more than six. We will need to await guidance for nearer the time before we can plan any 

event.   

 

LB said she has contacted Bloomin Gals who said they can supply, erect and dismantle the two temporary trees. LB 

has asked Bloomin Gals to put the lights on the four living trees and has sent a letter to them with the requirements 

listed.  
 

9. PARISH WARDEN 
 
Cllr Wake said we needed more information before we consider employing a Parish Warden. It was agreed by the 
Cllrs present that the 4-4.5hrs proposed at the last meeting won’t be adequate if we were to employ a warden.  
 
CC Batey said that DCC have employed a new Neighbourhood Warden to cover Pelton and Ouston. DCC have 
recruited an additional 40 Neighbourhood Wardens and our previous warden will still cover Grange Villa and West 
Pelton. CC Batey stated that the wardens work shifts and they coincide with our PCSO’s. It was agreed by the Cllrs 
present that we would see how effective the DCC wardens are and maybe consider a Parish Warden at a later date if 
we conclude it is needed. CC Batey to invite our new DCC NHW to our next PC meeting to introduce themselves and 
present a brief overview of their duties.  
 

10. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 
The North East leaders have called for the region to be responsible our own localised Track and Track system. 
Testing centres have been set up in Stanley and Burnmoor.  
 
There is an AAP event taking place in November, BH to send LB details. There is £20 million in funding available for 
“making neighbourhoods better.” CC Batey encouraged the PC’s to attend the online meeting and submit a wishlist.  
The date is 10th November at 6.30pm via an online link. 
 
DCC have reserves of 42,000 tons of salt for the winter. 
 
Remembrance services will be online. 
 
It was highlighted that Dominic Cummings has arrears of unpaid council tax to the value of £50,000. It was concluded 
that the buildings in question did not have planning permission. However, because the buildings were built in 2002 no 
action from planning can be taken as anything over 5 years is exempt. 
 
The MP’s made a late decision (Wednesday evening) that there is no support from Government to prevent holiday 
hunger in financially vulnerable families. WC asked if the PC could make a financial donation to the OCA food bank. 
CC Batey said it isn’t a registered foodbank as it was put in place as a short term solution until the recipients receive 
longer term solutions i.e. Benefits etc. The PC’s agreed that public money could not be used to support the food bank 
as it isn’t registered. LB suggested WC set up a Go Fund Me page on social media as a resident has done previously 
and it was a success. The residents could choose to make their own donation if they wish. WC agreed this was the 
best option. CC Batey said families in need can receive free food parcels. OCA’s foodbank would appreciate food and 
money donations on an ongoing basis to help financially vulnerable families. The Meals on Wheels are up to capacity, 
supporting residents who are shielding or self-isolating. Anyone in need can contact CC Batey or Ouston Community 
Centre (OCA) is the strictest of confidence. 
 
Cllr Wake left the meeting at 20.00 due to other commitments. 
 
Plastic bottles are still needed for Operation Poppy Drop. CC Batey asked for donations of plastic bottles (preferably 
the bottom section of the bottle) for this year’s Operation Poppy Drop. Donations to be dropped at the Community 
Centre. BH has kindly been drill holes in the bottles for CC Batey. Cllr Brown also offered to help. 
 
There have been delays with resident's posts due to Royal Mail employees affected by Covid.  
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 
BH expressed his concerns regarding the HGV’s travelling through our village. He said the vehicles are so wide they 
travel over the white line causing a narrowing of the lane for oncoming traffic. CC Batey said she has received several 
emails from concerned residents stating that there are hairline cracks appearing in their walls due to the vibration 



 
produced by the HGV’s travelling through the village. LB said the North East Tippers and Lumsden & Carroll HGV’s 
are cutting through the village and heading up the A693 towards Stanley instead of using A1. Cllr Tate conducted a 
traffic survey and counted 22 HGV’s cutting through the  village between 2.30pm and 3.30pm on one afternoon. He 
will carry out another survey. LB to write to DCC Highways stating the company names of the vehicles travelling 
through our village and ask have they been granted permission.  
 
CC Batey has received complaints about the state of the road on Station Lane due to the waste carriers delivering to 
Westline. CC Batey to look into Westline’s licence for waste carriers to see how many vehicles are allowed per day 
and the road maintenance agreement.   
 

CC Batey has received an email from a concerned resident regarding the new fence that has been erected on the 
edge of Viola Cresent. The fence has been erected 1m beyond the original boundary and is causing road visibily 
issues. LB to report to DCC Planning. 
 
BH informed us that one of our residents has recently celebrated her 100th Birthday! Happy 100th Birthday Florrie! 
 
BH also reported that one of our previous Cllrs, Maureen Bell has sadly passed away. Maureen dedicated a lot of her 
time to make our village a better place to live. Ouston Parish Council would like to pass on our deepest condolences 
to Maureen’s family at this sad time.  
 

12. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
12.1 Correspondence – emails from residents and allotment tenants 

Residents 
 
LB received an email from concerned resident regarding a hedge on Cannock. The hedge has been allowed to 
grow across the pavement which has caused the path to become narrow. Cllr Tate will visit the property owner 
to ask them to trim back the hedge. 
 
Cllr Bell expressed concerns over the safety of the fire gutted flat. She suggested that the front be covered and 
safety measures need to be taken to prevent children accessing the site. CC Batey said the matter was in the 
hands of the insurers at the moment. However, CC Batey will follow it up with the Police with regard to children 
accessing the site. 
 
Cllr Rowe thanked all of the volunteers for delivering the Parish Newsletter. Cllr Rowe will send out thank you 
notes. 
 

From Monday 12th October the Speed Counters are in place on Ouston Lane. 
 

Cllr Walker raised concerns about speeding traffic on Iris Crescent. LB emailed PCSO Rhian Stocks and asked 

for the concerns to be discussed at the next PACT meeting and for the area to be monitored. PCSO Stocks 

confirmed that this area will be monitored by the PCSOs and Durham Constabulary. “Community Speedwatch 

did a Community Speed Watch as you requested on Iris Crescent Ouston. We did a discreet one with no signs 

or high Vis vests to protect and keep school children safe while they went to school passing us, if we had used 

high profile it would have put the children in danger by looking at us instead of where they were walking or run 

across road to see us. But we did get 35 vehicles pass us and the data we collected was no vehicles were over 

29 mph. Residents might have the perception vehicles are going faster due to noise from vehicles because the 

houses are set back and the bends with the speed humps and road surface can give that impression. We 

conclude that there is no speeding issue here and vehicles parked along the roadside and the bends with speed 

humps this does slow vehicles down.” 
 

Allotments 

Potential rent increase. A £5 increase was suggested in August’s meeting. The proposed increase will generate 

an extra £350 which can be held in reserve to pay for future asbestos removal and fencing / water pipe repairs. 

To be discussed at the meeting. 

Plot 51 is still unworked. Clerk sent a letter to tenant asking for improvement. Cllr Brown said allow until mid -

December (8 weeks to allow time for improvement. The tenant requested a meeting with the Clerk on receipt of 

the letter. He asked is they PC would allow him till the 1st March to improve his plot. It was decided that the plot 

would be inspected in December as previously advised and a decision would be made then. 

The tenant on Plot 56 has concerns about the rats coming on to his plot from 57 & 58. LB to send letters to 

tenants. 



 
BH and LB will monitor the flooding on the allotments this winter. The ground is wet at the moment but it is in the 

winter the path becomes boggy and slippery. If the condition of the path deteriorates, BH will report it to the 

Environment Agency. 

 

Noticeboards 

The PC’s agreed that Signtech was the cheapest and LB is to order them. 

 
Armed Forces Covenant 

I submitted the forms and then complete the Bronze Award questionnaire online. It will take 6 weeks to process. 

 

CDALC Meeting 

Future Govt White Paper was raised. CDALC has encourages all PC’s to read the proposals and fill in the 

consultation with their feedback before 29th October 2020. 

 

Donation Requests 

A representative from Durham Cathedral sent an email requesting a donation from the Parish Council. Due to 

other financial commitments, the PC’s present agreed to refuse the request. 

 
13. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 

13.1 Monthly Accounts and September Invoices. 
Cheques to be signed on FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER. 
 

14. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING   

 Christmas    * Flower Tubs 

 Precept 
The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2020 business to discuss will be 
as per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.07 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE  

CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER 2020 

101908   L Blondrage Pay Oct 5 weeks 

101909      L Blondrage    HWA  

101910   D Johnston Pay Oct 5 weeks 

101911   HMRC PAYE Oct 5 weeks 

101912   Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

101913   Custom Artwerk Painting of WM Wording 

101914   Greenfingers War Memorial Garden 

101915   Lifestyle Printing Newsletter 

    


