
 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 27TH AUGUST 2020 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7PM. 
 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
Mr J Tate (Chair), Mr A Wake (Vice Chair), Mrs A Bell, Mr D McGill, Cllr D Rowe and County Councillor A. 
Batey  
Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage, Mr E. Brown OAA Secretary, Mr B. Howlett and Mr W. 
Croney. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Cllr T Walker and County Councillor D. Wood 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA  

 
None. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – JULY 2020 
 
Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council. 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  
 
The Grange Villa Filler and Picnics 2 Go have now ended. The Meals on Wheels will continue due to an 
additional 26 weeks funding from AAP. CC Batey said the criteria is now being reassessed and she has 
contacted GP’s for referrals. Any referrals can be sent to Ouston Community Centre or CC Batey. Cllr Tate 
said he had received positive feedback from recipients saying the meals are delicious. CC Batey thanked 
the allotment tenants for donations of apples and eggs. 
 
CC Batey had a report from a concerned resident on Sunday 23rd August, stating that there was a large 
number of cars heading up the narrow track to the Rec for a football match. CC Batey said the resident 
reported that there were 49 cars parked on the Rec, blocking the play park. CC Batey has also received 
complaints from allotment tenants about the speed of the cars going up and down the track. CC Batey said 
the Police are now involved and if anyone would like further information, they are to contact her direct.  
 
CC Batey said she has received complaints from concerned residents regarding the number of heavy 
goods vehicles cutting through our village and the condition of the roads (there is a lot of soil and oil left 
behind). Cllr McGill said the vehicles are cutting through our village to the waste recovery company on 
Drum Industrial Estate. Cllr McGill will send CC Batey details of a contact. CC Batey will forward LB the log 
number and LB will contact Highways follow it up. 
 
A cyclist was knocked of their bike on the bend at the top of the one way at Urpeth. CC Batey was at the 
scene to direct traffic. The cyclist needed hospital treatment but it wasn’t too serious.  
 
CC Batey is collecting items at Ouston Community Centre for the Community Foodbank. The foodbank is 
collecting both food and cash donations. Anyone in need, who would like to receive a food parcel can 
contact the Parish Council, Community Centre or CC Batey in confidence. 
 
There was an attack on a dog walker in Urpeth Grange. The Police are appealing for witnesses and any 
CCTV footage that maybe useful. CC Batey has asked for everyone to be vigilant. 
 
CC Batey received a report of an unconscious teenager at Brooms Park after they inhaled Nitrous Oxide. 
Anyone who finds evidence of use, in the form of the small metal cylinders (or any form of illegal drug use) 
can email the police or call 101 to report. The Police will be patrolling areas were there have been previous 
reports of use.  
 



 
CC Batey and LB put up the poppy curtains for VJ75. CC Batey has asked if residents could start to collect 
plastic bottled for additional curtains and displays. 
 

6. CORRESPONDENCE, REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS AND ALLOTMENT TENANTS 
 
A resident said that there had been several complaints of a blue car speeding round our village. He said he 
had witnessed the car driving in the Community Centre entrance, passed Cooks Corner and out of the 
bottom entrance at excessive speed. This has happened on a few occasions. CC Batey asked for 
witnesses to take the registration number and report it to the Police.  
 
Cllr Tate to speak to BH after the meeting as BH had an issue to raise but couldn’t due to connection 
problems. 
 
WC asked if our Parish could have extra Police patrols. CC Batey said it wouldn’t be possible, however, 
other Parish Councils have employed a warden to patrol and deter low level crime and antisocial behaviour. 
WC was concerned about the safety of a warden. LB to look into the cost and effectiveness of Parish 
Wardens.    
 
WC said that there were advertisement posters on lamp posts round the village. Photos to be sent to CC 
Batey. Cllr McGill reported that cold calling signs had removed. Cllr McGill to send details to CC Batey. 
 
Cllr Tate reported that there are a number of weeds growing in the village, which look untidy. CC Batey said 
that only DCC could use weed killer on them. Cllr Tate to send the locations to LB and she will report it to 
DCC. Weed spraying is only carried out twice a year. Once locations are reported, they will be sprayed the 
next time the DCC operatives are carrying out treatments. 
 

7. ALLOTMENTS  
 
Cllr Tate visited a tenant who has agreed to reduce his pigeon numbers to 100. Cllr Tate said that DCC 
allotments require 60% cultivation, some other Parish’s require 75% and we state in our rules that 50% 
cultivation is required. Cllr Tate said DCC rents were £48 for a small allotment and £58 for a large 
allotment. We may need to revise rents to make reserves for future fence repairs, asbestos removal and 
burst pipes. EB said the tenants are expecting a rent increase. It was reiterated that Ouston Parish tenants 
disagree with rent tiers regarding none Parish tenants, when they were asked earlier this year.  
 
LB said there is still money left in the allotment budget which will cover the known costs for the rest of this 
financial year.  
 
Cllr Tate said tenants must ask for planning permission for any new structures. They must apply in writing 
to the PC and must be approved by the PC before the structure is put in place. This includes replacing 
existing buildings. LB said the previous clerk had handed over records of structures in place on 26th 
February 2015. 
 
EB thanked the Parish Council for installing a weathervane on the allotment site. EB had received two 
complaints from allotment tenants. The first one was regarding a fire in a resident’s garden on Institute 
Terrace. The tenant witnessed and has video evidence of a fire in a resident’s garden which was blowing 
towards Lyne Close. The second one is a tenant reported to EB, that they had received a verbal complaint 
regarding the size of a bush on their plot from an Institute Terrace resident. The bush is in line with our 
tenancy rules and EB confirmed it was less than required 2.4m. LB said neither complaint had been 
reported to the PC and thanked Eric for raising them. 
 
WC asked why asbestos keeps being found on the site. LB said it was historic asbestos that has been 
there for many years and current tenants dig up pieces of asbestos rubble that has been buried. There is 
known asbestos on plot 36 but it is under a shed, the tenant boarded the area and placed warning signs on 
the boards and the clerk has a record of this. EB said there are some old structures that have asbestos in 
their rooves. If it is removed then the structures are will fall down and it was agreed that the asbestos will be 
removed from the plot when the structures are dismantled in the future.  
 



 
8. NEWSLETTER 

 
Cllr Rowe said the newsletter had been delayed due to Covid regulations and she had amended the 
document from present to past tense. Cllr Rowe has included the Meals on Wheels project and proposed 
Christmas event in the next newsletter.  
 
Cllr McGill said he would forward the list of distributors to Cllr Rowe. 
 
LB asked Cllr Rowe if she could include a request asking residents what they would like the PC and 
Community Centre to do to benefit the village and its residents. 
 
CC Batey asked Cllr Rowe to include the County Councillors contact details in the newsletter. 
 
 

9. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
9.1 Correspondence – emails from residents and allotment tenants 

OPC will suspend any decision making regarding the livestock numbers until we can hold a public 
consultation meeting with the allotment tenants. Due to Covid restrictions this cannot happen at the 
moment, so we propose meeting in 6 months’ time, dependent on public meeting regulations. This 
response has been emailed to Kevan Jones MP and the concerned tenant. 

 
The Clerk received concerns from residents regarding the HGVs travelling along Ouston Lane. Cllr Tate 
was approached by a concerned resident regarding speeding vehicles on Milbanke. The resident asked 
if we could distribute a letter regarding driving safely on that street. The PC said they could not issue a 
letter to the residents. WC asked if we could put signs up with regard to speeding and driving safely. CC 
Batey said fly postering is not permitted. LB will ask the police to carry out a traffic survey on Milbanke / 
farm lane and Ouston Lane.  
 
The tenant on plot 37 is working away at the moment and has asked if his helper can take over the 
tenancy. LB and EB to carry out an inspection of the current condition of the plot and a decision will be 
made at the next PC meeting.  
 
A resident has raised concerns over the size of two large trees outside their property on Abingdon. LB 
has sent a request for cutting back of the two trees to DCC online and is waiting for a response. Other 
reports made by the clerk to DCC online are Two incidents of fly tipping, the removal of broken 
branches, cutting back of a hedge and the repair of the Parish Partnership Paths in Urpeth – all are now 
resolved. 

 
9.2 Updates 

Our Litterpicker agreed to reduction of hours. New hours 4 hours per week on a Monday starting on 
1st September. He has signed and returned the Variation of Contract to the clerk.  
 
The potential candidate, nominated in July’s meeting withdrew due to work commitments. Cllr’s Tate 
and Cllr Bell both nominated EB. EB accepted and LB will send over the relevant documents. 
  
Website is now compliant with Web Accessibility Regulations and has been updated with the relevant 
statement. 
The three additional noticeboards have planning permission from the landowner DCC. The bus stop 
noticeboard can’t be located near the narrow part of the path. LB to source prices. 
 
OCA AGM will take place on Wednesday 30th September 6.30pm. Residents are encouraged to   
attend.  
 

9.3 War Memorial Garden 
War Memorial Garden design now in place. Start date WC 7th September 2020. Blooming Gals can 
design plant and maintain the plants they will send up a price. 
 



 
9.4 Ross Park update meeting for 106 funding scheduled for 8th September. The meeting attendees 

include the clerks from OPC, UPC and PPC. CC Batey, CC Wood and Stephen Reed from DCC will 
also be in attendance. 

 
 

9.5 Christmas Events 
Christmas tree lighting event, clerk to continue to liaise with OCA and check Covid Guidance – 
ongoing. 
 

10. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
10.1 Monthly Accounts and July Invoices. 

 
Cheques to be signed on Friday 28th August. 
 

11. ITEMS TO FOLLOW UP NEXT MEETING 

 

 Remembrance 

 Christmas 
 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2020 business to discuss will be 
as per Agenda. 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 20.51 hours. 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST 2020 
 

Cheque 
Number 

 Paid to Description 

101893   L Blondrage August Pay - 4 weeks 

101894   L Blondrage August HWA & Expenses 

101895   D Johnston August Pay - 4 weeks 

101896   HMRC August PAYE 

101897   S Bassett NE Fabric 2 Memorial Benches 

101898   S White Streamline  Allotment Weathervane 

 
101899 

 
 Wave Utilities Allot Water Charge Mar – Jun 2020 

    

 
 


