
 
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF  

OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 25TH JUNE 2020 VIA ZOOM 

THE MEETING OPENED AT 7PM. 
 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
 

Mr J Tate (Chair), Mr A Wake (Vice Chair), Mrs A Bell, Mr D McGill, Cllr D Rowe and T Walker. 
County Councillor A. Batey  
Other Attendees - Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage and Mr E. Brown OAA Secretary. 

 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
County Councillor D. Wood 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

 
Cllr Walker if Community Centre is raised. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – MAY 2020 
 
Previous minutes were agreed by the Parish Council.  

 
5. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT  

 
CC Batey mentioned that the Gardiner Crescent Consultation (Dr Hall’s Practice) is still live. 
Patients are encouraged to send their feedback via the consultation. 
 
The DCC Street Safe County Durham Consultation which is live until 31st July 2020. Residents are 
encouraged to log onto the consultation to state their concerns regarding traffic, parking, pollution 
and speed issues. 
 
Phase 2 -The Stay Home, Stay Safe and Stay Full scheme is more successful that the CC’s 
anticipated. 70-80 residents are served meals per week from Ouston Community Centre. It is 
focused on GP referrals and older residents. The Meals on Wheels co-ordinator is to apply to the 
AAP to ask for another 3 months funding to continue provision of meals. Phase 1 Grange Villa filler 
continues to be a success. CC’s Batey and Wood are currently planning Phase 3 which will focus 
on holiday hunger for non-free school meals children and young people. Families are finding 
themselves in vulnerable circumstances financially due to Covid19. The scheme hopes to provide 
packed lunches for CYP from Pelton Community Centre to be collected by families in need.  
 
CC Batey worked with Park View School to provide visors urgently needed by frontline workers. 
The scheme has been successful and anyone who needs one can contact the school and select 
option4. 
 
DCC meetings have resumed via online platforms for the foreseeable future. Planning Committee 
meetings are beginning to resume where possible. DCC Wardens have resumed their duties 
where possible.  
 
If anyone finds nitrous oxide (look like large silver coloured) bullets/torpedo shaped objects, please 
report their location to the Police via 101 or the Neighbourhood Wardens at DCC. These have 
become the latest craze amongst some of our young people but are very dangerous and can have 
serious side effects.  



 
Sadly we have to report the loss of Jimmy Gustard, who many will know as Mr Day Unit, from the 
Community Centre. He was the main reason for the creation of the County Durham Activity Brain 
Injury Unit now known as NeuroActive. His cheery smile and friendly welcome will be missed by all 
The County Councillors and Parish Councillors would like to pass on their condolences to the 
family of Jimmy Gustard at this sad time.  
 

6. REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS 
 

A resident raised concerns about the length of time between grass cuttings. CC Batey said that 
DCC maintenance services have been impacted by Covid19. Employees have been shielding 
which reduces services and crews have been unable to travel together. CC Batey said it will be 
monitored over the next few months. 
 
Residents are encouraged to use their own drives and parking spaces as there is ongoing 
resurfacing works being carried out in the village. Cllr Rowe is to include in the next newsletter. 
 
A resident said the flag was looking old and tatty. The clerk said she was leaving it up for Armed 
Forces day (Saturday 27th June) and then she was planning to take it down and purchase a new 
flag. 
 

7. CLERK’S REPORT 
 
7.1 Website transparency – The Parish Councillors were asked to provide information about 

themselves for the PC website. The clerk is to email the PC’s requesting the information to 
update the website. 
 

7.2 Correspondence – emails from residents and allotment tenants 
 

The tenants on plot 2a have asked for permission to dismantle the old existing shed which is 
falling apart and replace it with a caravan. They proposed that the caravan would be used as 
an allotment storage building and it is in a state of good repair. The PC’s agreed that the old 
shed could be dismantled and replaced with another shed but not a caravan. 
 
The tenant on plot 24b has asked if they can take over 24a if the tenants gives it up. The 
PC’s unanimously agreed that due to allotment demand and the waiting list currently standing 
at 19 they are unable to allow him to take over 24a at this time.  
 
Several tenants appealed against the 12 bird restriction decision. The clerk received emails 
from the concerned tenants and forwarded them on to the PC’s. The decision was discussed 
again in the meeting and the PC’s unanimously decided that from the 1st July the tenants 
have 3 years to reduce the numbers by letting them naturally decrease. Cllr Wake added that 
tenants must make an effort to decrease their livestock numbers. Cllrs Bell and Tate said they 
were concerned about the number of rabbits and birds on one plot. EB suggested that a 
register to put in place for DEFRA in the event of an Avian Flu or other illness outbreak. EB to 
email the clerk a list of which plots hold livestock. The clerk will then write to the tenants 
requesting information and will produce a register. After the 1st April 2020, all new tenants 
and existing tenants (who have 12 or less) cannot keep any more than 12 birds as stated in 
the rules. 
 
After sending instructions to the tenants on plot 9 about their internal gate. Cllr Bell said they 
had rectified it. However, the next day another tenant witnessed the tenants on plot 9 using 
the internal gate again. The PC’s asked the clerk to send the tenants a 14 day warning letter 



 
stating that the fence needs to be returned to its original state and the tenants must not use 
the unauthorised gate. Failure to comply will result in their eviction. 
 
A tenant reported to the clerk that his plot had been broken into on two occasions and 
property was taken. The break in’s occurred from within the allotment site and the clerk is to 
put up a notice stating the top gate must be locked on entering and exiting the site. Cllr Bell 
said the theft must be reported to the police. 

 
7.3 On the 4th June the clerk, Cllrs Tate and Bell carried out inspections of the flower tubs. Cllr 

Bell and the clerk are to purchase plants for the tubs and some local residents have offered to 
help with the planting. EB said the allotment tenants will help too. There is also a planter on 
Cannock which belongs to the PC which will need planting. The pit tub needs painting and 
the two benches need painting, clerk to source the paint. 
 

7.4 The clerk sent prices to the PC’s for the dog waste bag dispensers as requested. The PC’s 
said to purchase the JRB one and fix it to the existing PC Noticeboard at the Community 
Centre. Its use will be monitored and reviewed at a later date. 

 
7.5 Due to Covid19 restrictions the PC are unable to appoint a new PC. Cllr McGill will follow up 

at a later date. 
 

7.6 An Internal Audit was carried out on the AGAR 2019/20. The AGAR will now be forwarded to 
Mazars before 30th June. 
 
  

8. CDALC – NEW DRAFT OF NATIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT FOR CONSULTATION 
 
CDALC emailed the clerk the new draft of National Code of Conduct Consultation information, who 
then forwarded it to the PC’s for their information. The PC’s reviewed the draft and offered no 
amendments. 
 

9. ALLOTMENT INSPECTIONS 
 

Allotment Inspections were carried out by Cllrs Tate and Bell and an OAA representative. Cllr Bell 
forwarded the results to the clerk to enable the relevant letters to be issued.  
 
Cllrs Tate and Bell concluded that at present nothing can be done to resolve the flooding of the 
West path during winter months. Post Meeting Note: A resident has offered to make some 
enquiries. 
EB praised the rapport between Cllrs Tate and Bell and the allotment tenants during the 
inspections. Cllrs Tate and Bell thanked the allotment tenants for their compliance. 
Cllr Bell said that the clerk needed to inform the DCC pest controller that he needs to visit plots 33 
and 47. 
The clerk is to write to the farmer regarding his tree that is leaning on the external allotment fence 
on plot 33.  
 

10. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

10.1 Monthly Accounts and June Invoices. 
The financial spreadsheets were reviewed and discussed. Cllr McGill asked the clerk to take 
October and March’s expenditure off the sheet as it hasn’t happened yet. He added it is an 
expenditure sheet not a forecast. The clerk confirmed she would amend it. 

 



 
10.2 Future Spending 

Cllr Bell stated that the lettering on the War Memorial stone still needs to be filled in. Clerk to 
make arrangements. Due to Covid19 restrictions changing, the clerk is now able source 
prices for the paving area and order benches. 
Cllr McGill asked what was happening with the three additional noticeboards. The clerk said 
she has completed and sent the relevant documents, but DCC are working remotely due to 
Covid19 and have not replied. 
Cllr McGill asked if the clerk was attending the next CDALC meeting. The clerk confirmed that 
she would attend the next meeting when they resume.  
Due to Covid19 guidance, the PC meetings will continue to be held on Zoom until further 
notice. 

    CC Batey said Heel and Toe which is a local charity are struggling for funding due to the 
              Pandemic. Pelton Parish Council have recently made a donation. 
 

 
 

The next Parish meeting will be held on THURSDAY 23rd JULY 2020 business to discuss will be 
as per Agenda. 
 
 

The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.07 hours. 
 
 
APPENDIX ONE  
 

 
CHEQUES SIGNED POST MEETING ON FRIDAY 26TH JUNE 2020 
 

 

101878   Mrs L Blondrage  June wage 

101879   Mrs L Blondrage June HWA 

101880   Mr D Johnston June wage 

101881   HMRC June PAYE 

101882   Environtech Asbestos Collection Allot 

101883   Gordon Fletcher AGAR Internal Audit 

101884   Zurich Insurance July 20-June21 

 


