
 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 29th AUGUST 2019 
 

1. COUNCILLORS PRESENT:   
 
Mr J Tate, Mr A Wake & Mrs A Bell. 
County Councillor A Batey and Parish Clerk Lisa Blondrage attended. 
 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Cllrs Rowe, McGill, Purdy, Walker and County Cllr D Wood. 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 

 
     None declared at this time – but Councillors may declare through the meeting. 
 

4. PREVIOUS MINUTES DISCUSSED AND AGREED 
 
Minutes reviewed and agreed by Councillors present. 

 
 

5. REPRESENTATION FROM RESIDENTS 
Two residents kindly volunteered to look after two tubs and the railway trough near the 
flagpole. LB to looking into sourcing bulbs, to be reviewed next meeting. 
The bushes near our flower trough on the opposite side of the Red Lion are overgrown 
(LB to request DCC cut them). Cllr Tate to ask the resident in the cottage to cut back 
their bushes encroaching on the path.  
 
A resident mentioned that despite a polite request in our newsletter, parking issues are 
still occurring. There was a double decker parked on the footpath outside of Chester 
View. C. Cllr Batey asked residents who observed parking issues to take photographs 
as evidence. 
 
LB stated that residents, allotment holders and other members of our community could 
report any concerns or issues to the Parish Council anonymously and in confidence to 
oustonparishcouncil@gmail.com or by letter to Ouston Community Centre, Iris 
Crescent, Ouston, DH1 1RJ.    
 
Newsletters need to be delivered to the houses on Institute Terrace East & West (post 
meeting note: delivered by LB). Anyone who hasn’t received a newsletter can either 
collect one from Ouston Community Centre or access an electronic copy on the 
Ouston Parish Council Facebook page. 
 
A resident said that he had a leaflet from the Allotments Society stating that cutting 
can take place throughout the year but it advises that trees and shrubs are checked 
for nests and wildlife during Spring / Summer. It was suggested that it is a DCC policy 
for the non-cutting of shrubs in Spring / Summer months, not the law. 
 
A resident said that he had raised it before, and asked again if trees and hedges could 
be planted in our village to encourage wildlife and help counteract pollution. Cllr Wake 
said that as he had mentioned in the past, the cost of purchasing the trees isn’t a 
problem but the issue would be the cost of maintaining the trees and shrubs. C. Cllr 
Batey added that there has been a big initiative suggested by DCC that there are trees 
planted on the fields out the back of Ouston Primary. C. Cllr Batey has suggested that 
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it should go out for consultation and that residents should object as the trees would be 
planted on one of the main school routes to both Primary Schools and in years to 
come, the density of the trees and overgrowing could become an issue. C. Cllr Batey 
added that DCC have spent a lot of money on the maintenance and thinning out of the 
existing forest areas on the walking to school routes already. 
 
A resident stated that the Newsletter was well put together and it has been well 
received by the community. Everyone thanked Cllr Rowe who was responsible for 
putting it together. LB to email Cllr Wake the PDF Newsletter to upload to OPC’s 
Facebook page. Any ideas or suggestions for the Winter Newsletter are to be sent to 
oustonparishcouncil@gmail.com  
 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT 
 

C. Cllr Batey said that Durham County Council is officially in recess throughout 
August. C. Cllr Batey also apologised for her absence due to injury. 
 
Ouston Football site have put a planning application in for their new changing facilities. 
C. Cllr Batey to forward details to LB. C. Cllr Batey added that 7 teams now play on 
the pitch and they are girl teams and boy teams. There is an application for a new 
building and facilities and the existing building will be used for storage. The new 
modern facilities are pending consideration. 
 
The PACT for September shows 3 reports of antisocial behaviour and 1 vehicle crime. 
However, the next report will show a rise in crime including car crime and milk theft. C. 
Cllr Batey expressed her disappointment and lack of respect from a small minority of 
youths. C. Cllr Batey asked residents to be vigilant and ensure their property is secure. 
 
The BMX trail is still in the pipeline for our area. 
 
Our area is currently down to one PCSO with another due imminently and another due 
in November.  
 
The Police E-bikes are being used in our area and we will benefit in our Division due 
to the bikes being able to access the old railway tracks. 
 
Andrew Farnie from DCC’s Planning Department is retiring on the 30th August. LB is to 
send an email to Andrew on behalf of the Parish Council and the Ouston community 
for his help, guidance and support during his time working at DCC; particularly his 
support with the recent Karbon Homes development in our village.  
 
 

7. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
 

LB mentioned to the Parish Council that some of the expenditure for this month has 
previously been accounted for in last year’s accounts as unpresented cheques. The 
previous cheques were cancelled by the previous clerk and raised again by LB this 
month. The previous cheques have been highlighted in yellow on the monthly 
expenditure spreadsheet. 
 

8. MEMORIAL STONE UPDATE 
 
Cllrs Rowe, McGill, and Purdy will meet to discuss the surrounding area (benches, 
silhouette’s, planters and flagstones at a later date).  
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LB spoke to the Stonemason and ground works will commence in September weather   
permitting.  
 

9. LITTERPICKER 
 

LB drafted a new contract of employment. This is to be reviewed by the councillors 
and feedback to LB.  
 
C. Cllr Batey to check which areas in Ouston the DCC Litterpicker covers and if they 
cover Ouston Bank.  
 
Litterpicker to purchase the rubbish bags and the costs will be reimbursed by OPC. 
 
LB to email the litterpicker to query where the rubbish is being disposed of as there 
must be a large quantity. A resident stated that they were able to pick up 5 bags of 
litter in one morning during a voluntary community litter pick. 
  

10. FLOWER TUBS 
 
The damaged planters have now been removed and disposed of. The 3 planters have 
now been relocated and filled with soil. Cllr Tate to speak to the Allotment Association 
with regards to plant donations for the planters. 
 

11. ALLOTMENTS 
 

The Allotment Subcommittee of Cllrs Tate, Wake and Bell are to meet in September to 
discuss revising the allotment rents. It was also suggested that our Allotment Tenancy 
Agreements need to be reviewed and a five year plan be put in place. 

 
All Councillor and Allotment holders in attendance agreed that the Allotments need to 
be self-sufficient. 
 
Representation from Allotment Holders 
It was suggested that Allotment holders from outside our Parish pay more for their 
Allotment at the last meeting. The Allotment holders who attended this month’s 
meeting disagreed and the Parish Councillors said the tenants outside the Parish 
would pay the same as the tenants who lived in Ouston. 
 
One of the Allotment Holders in attendance said in Pelton Parish Councils Allotment 
Holder’s Terms and Conditions states that year on year the expenditure would be 
looked at and rents maybe reviewed.  It was suggested that the outgoing Allotment 
holder leaves the allotment tidy and if it is left untidy the previous Allotment holder 
must pay the costs to clear and tidy the allotment. An Allotment holder said a Pelton 
Parish the Council has a rent raising meeting, the outcome is passed on to the 
Allotment Association and then to the Allotment Holders within a month. Cllr Bell 
added that OPC proposes to give 6 month’s notice of rent increases as a goodwill 
gesture. 
 
The Allotment Holders felt that a quicker turnaround is needed when tenants are 
evicted due to non-cultivation.  
 
LB received a verbal report (via a third party) from a resident near the allotments in 
which they were concerned about waste being burned by an allotment holder. 
Unfortunately the plot number is unknown and no further action could be taken. 



Residents are advised to contact the Environment Agency either directly or through 
the Parish Clerk with any concerns regarding the allotments such as fires. 
 
LB to get the previous Clerks keys for the allotments to allow the current Clerk to gain 
access. 
 
Asbestos 
Cllr Bell asked LB to check the Asbestos survey to see where the asbestos is located 
and what type it is. LB to obtain the quote sent to the previous Clerk and arrange 
collection.  

 
12. MATTERS ARISING 

 
Community Centre 
Joanne from Ouston Community Association attended the meeting requesting 
financial support from the Parish Council for the Community Centre roof.  Cllr Wake 
was concerned that the three quotes received weren’t like for like (not consistent with 
materials) and therefore couldn’t be compared. C. Cllr Batey added that the County 
Councillors maybe able to cover the cost for new flooring. The Parish Council and the 
C. Cllrs maybe able to cover the costs of the roof. LB to send C. Cllr Batey the quotes. 
LB to source the minutes which states that the Parish Council will make a contribution 
to the Community Centre’s wages.  
 
Remembrance Day 2019  
C. Cllr Batey suggested that OPC hire a speaker system to amplify the sound at the 
service. LB to liaise with C. Cllr Batey. C. Cllr Batey also requested that residents save 
2 litre pop bottles and cut the bottom section off and hand the bottom section only to 
Ouston Community Centre. C. Cllr Batey will ask the Day Unit to spray the bottom 
sections for “Our Operation Poppy Bomb.” 

 
13. GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

 
An alleged incident of antisocial behaviour, caused by children playing football on a 
grassed area, in the Coldstream has been reported to C. Cllr Batey. The resident said 
the children shouldn’t be playing football there as there allegedly was a sign displayed 
stating no ball games but it has been removed. C. Cllr Batey asked a resident who 
attended the meeting (who knows that area well) if they were aware of any issues 
regarding ball games and they said it had not been mentioned to them. The resident 
also stated that they played there as a child and couldn’t recall a no ball games notice 
been displayed. C. Cllr Batey to speak to Cllr McGill and make other enquiries. 
 
LB received an email from a concerned resident near Ouston Primary School 
regarding parking issues and damage being caused by cars in Argyle. LB to send an 
email to the resident, suggesting if possible, they could take photographs of issues 
and damage to C. Cllr Batey, which will be forwarded to Parking Enforcement or 
alternatively if anyone wants to report issues they can use DCC’s Do It Online.  
  

 
14. AUGUST MEETING 

 
The next Parish meeting will be held on Thursday 26th September 2019 business to 
discuss will be as per Agenda the meeting will be held in Ouston Community 
Centre 7pm. 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 21.00 hours. 
 



APPENDIX ONE  
 
CHEQUES SIGNED AT MONTHLY MEETING 29th AUGUST 2019 
 
101791 Mrs L Blondrage  Tax Refund May-June 19   
101792  In book    Error 
101793  Flagpole Express  Flagpole Service 
101794 Ouston Com Ass.  Room Rent      

 101795 In Book   Error       
 101796 Lifestyle Print  OPC Summer Newsletter    
 101797 Down To Earth LS  Removal of tubs     
 101798 Mrs L Blondrage  Monthly homeworking allowance August 19 

101799 Mrs L Blondrage  Monthly pay August 19 
101800 Mr D Johnston   Monthly pay August 19 
101801 HMRC   Monthly PAYE (August 19) 
101802 LCS    HMRC PAYE 2018-2019 
101803 CDALC   Training 2018 
101804 CDALC   Training 2018 
101805 CDALC   Subscription 2019-20 
101806 Auckland Memorials Deposit for War Memorial (replacement cheque) 
101807 WAVE    Water rates 


