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 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

The monthly meeting commenced at 7.00pm with No residents present 
for the  Public Forum 

 
COUNCILLORS PRESENT:  Mrs M Wilkinson (Chair), Mrs A Bell (Vice chair) 
Mr F Wilkinson, Mr D McGill and Mrs D Rowe 
 
Cllr Mrs M Wilkinson welcomed Mrs Debbie Rowe to the Council.  Mrs Rowe is 
the newly elected Councillor for Ouston 
 

037. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Cllrs Mrs M Bell and Mr A Wake apologies accepted by Council 
 The Clerk Mrs Kathie Brown was on sick leave. 
 
038. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 
 None declared at this time – Councillors may declare through the meeting 
 
039 CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 22nd SEPTEMBER 2016 

A copy of the minutes of the above meeting had been circulated to each member 
before the meeting.  Council confirmed the minutes were a true record and accepted 
them. 

 
040. MATTERS ARISING 

The apology for absence on the previous minutes was recorded Mrs A Bell – this 
should have read Mrs M Bell. 
Cllr Mrs A Bell asked the PC if the newsletter was necessary in the form it was at 
present.  Council agreed to it continuing in its present form.  The Parish Councillors 
decided on a walk around the village from an environment point of view.     

 
041. POLICE MATTERS  

PCSO – Police Officers – unable to attend but a report had been sent to the council. 
  

042. COUNTY COUNCILLOR MRS A. BATEY – Report 
This report was given at the beginning of the meeting to allow the Cllr to leave. 
 

 Cllr Batey gave details of the up-coming Consultation with AAP & Durham County 
Council details are on line.  This is an opportunity for members of the Public to say 
what their priorities are Chester-Le-Street area consultation area will take place next 
Monday 26th September. 

 Devolution – Combined Authority involving the 7 Authorities in the North East.  It isn’t 
clear at present how this agreement can go forward.  There have been several 
questions asked not least because of the recent vote to leave The European 
Community.  This may have a significant effect on projects in the area which involve 
European Funding and as the groups questions have not been addressed then the 
group as a whole cannot sign up to the agreement at present. 

 Cllr Batey also informed the PC that at a recent Full County Council meeting a 
motion was put forward to request a full public enquiry into the picketing at Orgreave 
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during the miners’ strike.  The request is to look at the behaviours of the Police 
during the strike in that area.  The motion was carried. 

 There was a further motion put forward that Durham County Council object strongly 
to the reduction of 170 million pounds in the funding of rural pharmacies.  This will 
result in closures and will affect rural areas within the County Boundary. 

 Cllr Batey also informed the PC that although DCC have appointed a Head of 
Finance he is not in place at the moment but he is expected to take up his 
appointment soon. 

 Cllr Batey gave details of the recent decision by DCC to restrict pay and conditions to 
the teaching assistants in the county. 

 Cllr Batey gave further information of her recent walkabout on the paths between 
Urpeth and Ouston DCC will be clearing the area in the future.  She will also be 
visiting Ross Park to look at the trees around the Park and the play area. 

 The lights which lead to the roundabout both from Birtley and Ouston have been off 
for a period the PC have concerns with regard to safety on the approaches to the 
roundabout.  The PC will send a letter to DCC with regards to the lights. 

 Cllr Batey reported the increase of incidents of fly tipping especially around 
laybys she would like residents to report any suspicious vehicles around these 
areas to the police if they believe fly tipping may be the intention. 

 She also gave details of her attendance at an inter-service open day at High 
Handenhold which involved displays from the services.  One of the aims was to 
engage younger resident to become involved the being Junior Fire Wardens the day 
was a success. 

 Cllr McGill spoke to the Councillor about the litter bins in the area that have been 
removed she explained the possible reason for their removal to the PC but also gave 
information on the change to the CRM system.  This is the system that resident can 
use to report issues to DCC which is now available on-line.  Sadly the issues 
previously reported on the old system have not transferred over to the new one. 

 The Parish Councillors expressed their concerns that DCC was not notifying them or 
consulting them on issues that affect the Ouston area.  Cllr Batey explained that this 
was an issue to neighbouring PC’s and local County Councillors but she will bring 
this up with DCC. 
 

043. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
Because of the absence of the Clerk (sick leave) Monthly accounts were not 
presented to the meeting but will be sent out by the clerk on her return to work. 
Resolved the members accepted the accounts be sent out. 
 
Cheques signed are listed in appendix 1 
 
Resolved Members accepted payments 
 
St. Benet’s school have requested financial assistance to promote within the school 
and develop their garden area.  During the visit of the judges from Northumbria in 
bloom they visited the school with the Councillors. The councillors present were keen 
to involve the school in future Northumbria in bloom visits. 
 
Resolved:  Council will make a payment of £250 to the school  
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Agenda items not covered because of the absence of the Clerk at the meeting: To be 
carried over to the next meeting. 

 Asset Register 

 3 year forecast 
Cllr McGill pointed out that the Bank reconciliation was due together with the staff 
payments meeting.  Clerk to be informed and agenda these items on her return. 
 

044. UPDATE ON REPORTED REPAIRS 
The chair and Vice-chair of the council were aware that an emergency call had been 
made with regard to a dangerous piece of play equipment at the Brooms Park this 
was removed by DCC.  
Cllr McGill reported that the trees near the old scout hut that were damaged – they 
have not been repaired but this has been reported to DCC. 
 

045.    PARISH ENVIRONMENT TEAM 
Chair gave details of the results for Northumbria in bloom – Ouston was awarded a 
bronze award for 2016.  Council will encourage residents to get involved earlier in the 
year for 2017. 
Christmas Trees – Council have already decided to have 2 this year.  Council will 
look at the area opposite the Red Lion to check if the Tree would be seen. 
Clearance of bushes on the site – council will check the areas available in for the 
positioning. 
Cllr McGill reported the positioning of a new seat at Ross Park this is a 
commemorative seat paid for in memory of a young person’s death.  Council agreed 
to contact Lord Lawson School to offer to insure the seat on the councils insurance. 
DCC to be contacted with regard to them not informing the Parish of the positioning 
of the new seat. 
Cllr McGill voiced concerns about the signage that regularly appears on the 
footpaths/verges.  Clerk to check with DCC. 
 

046. ALLOTMENT REPORT 
A request had been made from a tenant to erect a shed on his allotment.  Council did 
not give permission for this erection. 
A request to put an external gate on one of the allotments had been agreed in 
principal because of disability - quotes to be sought by clerk. 
Damage had also been caused to a greenhouse on the allotment site from the 
football pitch.  They were not approachable when the football players were 
approached.  Council were concerned not only about the damage but also about 
access to the land by residents requiring access to the pitch.  Lease holder to be 
contacted. 
Cllr F Wilkinson reported on the recent Horticultural show that raised in excess of 
£600 for charity. 

047. CLERK’S REPORT 
 Financial Regulations to be review at the November meeting 

Website – the new look website is completed the clerk is waiting for time in which to 
update. 
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048. CORRESPONDENCE 
 Cllrs M Wilkinson and F Wilkinson gave details of a scam circulating Clerk to post on 
 noticeboards.  

Electronic correspondence had been sent to councillors before the meeting. This 
included: - Chester-le-St. & Dist. AAP information – CDALC Information. 
No letters received.  
 
The next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 27th October 2016 
 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 
 
Signed as a true record of business 
 
 
 
…………………………………..  
Cllr Mrs M Wilkinson  
Chair of Ouston Parish Council 


