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 MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF 
OUSTON PARISH COUNCIL 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd OCTOBER 2015 
 

 
The Public Forum 

 
The winners of the Best Gardens attended this meeting in order to collect their 
awards:- 
1st place was Mr Downey, Cromarty 
2nd place was Mr Ferry, Callander 
3rd place was Mr Curran, Rothesay 
All received a certificate and a prize for their efforts.  The Parish Council had been 
extremely pleased with the gardens and found it a difficult decision to choose the 
winners. 
It was suggested that the gardens could be judged all year round as many do 
plant up for winter, spring plants.  Council commented that this would be useful as 
we intend to enter the Villages Britain in Bloom next year. 
It was also noted that Durham County Council only ‘cut’ the grass verge half way 
down the bank to the North of the village.  Clerk to check why this is. 
A member of the Allotment Association attended the meeting to discuss the further 
find of asbestos on the allotments. This seems to have been found when a new 
tenant was digging up parts of an old allotment.  The council have had two lots of 
asbestos removed this year but will look into the safe removal of the recently found 
asbestos. 
Further comments were made with regard to speed of vehicles through the village, 
this has however been checked in the past and no further action was taken by 
Durham County Council with regard to speed limits.  However the council will 
make further representation. 

 
 
The monthly meeting commenced at 7.40pm 
 

COUNCILLORS PRESENT:  Mr D McGill (Chair) 
Mr F Wilkinson, Mrs M Wilkinson, Mrs A Bell, Mrs M Bell and Mr A Wake 
(apologised for late attendance). 

 
065. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 County Councillor Mrs A Batey 

 
066. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FOR ITEMS ON AGENDA 
 
 There were no declarations of Interest. 
 
067. CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 24TH September 2015 
  

A copy of the minutes of the above meeting had been circulated to each member 
before the meeting. 
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Resolved – Cllr Mrs M Wilkinson moved to accept the minutes – seconded by Cllr 
Mr F Wilkinson.  Minutes approved as accurate and accepted. 

 
068. MATTERS ARISING  

Item 47 – The refurbish of the pit tub – clerk is still waiting for another estimate for 
the work.  The shield for the tub – the company replacing the shield are unable to 
transpose the pictures from the photograph we have.  Clerk to contact St. Benet’s 
school to check records. 
 
Cllr McGill (Chair) reported that he had still not received a reply from DCC with 
regard to parking on verges he is actively following this up with DCC. 

 
069. POLICE MATTERS  

No Police Officers/PCSO’s attended the meeting. However the PCSO for the area 
had forwarded the PACT report to the clerk – this was distributed to members.  
Clerk has had no reply to her enquiry with regards to Police Attendance. 
Cllr McGill reported attending the PACT meeting and there is attendance at the 
from the Police at the Residents Association meetings occasionally so every effort 
will be made to secure attendance at the Parish Meeting if possible. 
 
Cllr McGill also reported the rise in break-ins in the area so residents should be 
vigilant with regard to this. 
 

070. County Councillor – Report 
The County Councillor for the area Councillor A. Batey was unable to attend the 
meeting. 
 
Cllr McGill did report she was awaiting a safety report with regard to the issues 
with the Roundabout at Perkinsville/Pelton A693. 
 
Cllr McGill also reported that Cllr Batey had received a number of complaints 
about the bin collection in the Arisaig area.  The clerk confirmed she had also 
made a complaint after a resident attending a previous meeting had made the 
complaint at the public forum.  However this was not the first complaint made on 
behalf of the Parish Council several complaints have been made over the last 
year. 
  

071. FINANCIAL MATTERS OF THE COUNCIL 
The schedule had been sent out electronically prior to this meeting.  However, 
hard copies of the schedule of monthly payments for October were presented to 
the members.  VAT refund had not been received as yet. 
 
Resolved – The clerk to follow this up with HMRC 
The clerk presented the cheques for signing to Cllrs Mr F Wilkinson & Mr A Wake  
 
Resolved the members accepted the monthly accounts. 
 
Cllr McGill requested details of our financial situation in relation to our planned 
budget for this year. 
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Resolved – Clerk to supply details of spend up to date in relation to the previous 
budget for 2015/2016. 
 
Clerk reported that the forms were ready to send to the new bank details when the 
signatories’ forms were completed.  Clerk to send the forms out to the councillors. 
 

072. OUTSIDE BODIES – COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATION  
Clerk reported still awaiting notice of vacancies for at local schools for Governors 
and Police contact panel. 
 
Resolved – clerk to notify Councillors of vacancies 
 

073. UPDATE ON REPORTED REPAIRS 
The reported damage has been sent to DCC – clerk reported waiting for 
replies/results. 
 
Clerk reported having spoken to DCC with regard to the play area – the contact at 
DCC informed her they had a list of items that should be on the play areas – he 
would check this and get back to the Council with details of anything that was 
missing – in need of repair. 
 
Resolved – Clerk to follow up before next meeting. 
 
Cllr McGill also reported that the goal post that was on Ross Park had been stolen.  
A White transit type van had been seen. 
The clerk confirmed that DCC stated they had not removed the waste bin from 
outside the shop at Cannock. 
Flag in a dangerous condition near the dog bin at Arisaig. 
Some of the handrail on the cut from the garages from Byron Street is missing. 

 
074. PLANNING 

Cllr McGill reported that the now empty infant school was up for sale – no further 
information at this time. 
 
Clerk confirmed that DCC had the specifications and the plan of the positions.  
Clerk had been informed planning permission was not required as the notice 
boards were within feet of the footpath which is adopted by Highways.  Notice 
boards to be erected as soon as delivered. 
 
Resolved – Clerk to arrange placement of boards on delivery. 
 
Cllr Mrs M Bell requested information on the details of the new Christmas tree. 
Clerk is still waiting for permission from Cestria. 
Council confirmed that solar lights were to be used. 
Cllr Mrs M Bell also requested if we had been informed that the grit bins were to 
be refilled for the winter.  These will be checked a refill requested. 
 

075. ENVIRONMENT REPORT  
Cllr McGill reported that some residents had been notified about work to be done 
on the lighting in the village. 
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Resolved – Clerk to contact DCC and ask why the Parish Council has not been 
informed of this work. 
 
Council agreed that we should start the trimming back of the verges on the bank to 
the North of the village.  

 
076. ALLOTMENT REPORT  

As the public forum prior to this meeting more asbestos has been found on the 
site.  Information passed to the clerk will be considered before a decision is made 
by the council to remove this. 
 
A request from the Allotment Association for one or two of the Councillors to visit 
the site with regard to some of the allotments.  Council confirmed that if the rules 
were adhered to this was not necessary but if the rules were not adhered to then a 
further letter to be sent by the clerk. 

 
077. NEWSLETTER 

Clerk issued a hard copy of the newsletter for checking by the Councillors 
Resolved the clerk to keep the item on the Agenda for the next meeting.  
 
Cllr M Wilkinson suggested contact with the local Conservation Group to check 
If they wanted to participate.  Also the Community Centre in relation to recent 
repairs and the possible re-launch. 
  

078. CORRESPONDENCE   
All electronic correspondence had been sent to councillors before the meeting. 
 
Cllr McGill suggested that electronic correspondence be noted 
 
Resolved - Electronic correspondence to be recorded briefly for minutes 
 
 
The next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 26th November 2015 
 
 
 
The Parish Council meeting closed at 9.00pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed as a true record of business 
 
 
……………………………………….. 
 
Cllr Mr D McGill            Chair of Ouston Parish Council 
 
 


