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Ouston Parish Council 

 
Clerk to the Council: Mr. D. Toulmin . 2 Ouston Springs Farm Cottages, Ouston 

Tel: 0191 4922050 

 

 Minutes of meeting held on the 27
th

 September 2012 

 

Residents Forum : 7:00pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC: 

 

1, Mr. D Kennedy gave the meeting an update on the allotments. Stating that 

there has been a huge improvement in the overall standard in the gardens. 

With most reaching the 50% minimum standard, however there have been a 

few cases of irritation caused by the results given after the inspections. Mr 

Kennedy informed the meeting that the benefit of the doubt was always given 

when coming to a decision. The inspections have been rescheduled to fall just 

before the Parish Council meeting and will recommence in spring. 

 Mr Kennedy asked if the clerk could dispatch the allotment warning letters, 

without taking the garden numbers to the Parish council meeting for approval 

prior to there dispatch as happens now, as this is causing a delay in the letters 

going out to the offending gardens.  

Also that the Village Show was a great success and very well attended. 

 

2. Mr. D Kennedy asked if it would be possible to have some toilets installed 

on the allotment site. He suggested the council investigate the “Kazaba Loo” 

which is a waterless composter toilet. 

 

3. Mr. D Kennedy informed the meeting that the Allotment Association AGM 

is scheduled for the final Monday in October. 

 

4. Mr. E Brown informed the meeting that the Allotment Association had 

chosen the Best and Most Improved gardens on the site. 

 

5. Mr. E Brown has asked if the PC can organize a survey of the Allotment 

site for asbestos as there are several gardens with the substance. 

 

6. Mr. E Brown asked if a skip could be supplied. 

 

 

 Responses: 

 

1. The councilors agreed that the letters could go out without going to the 

Parish Meeting. 

 

2. The Chair thanked Mr. Kennedy for the information and asked the clerk to 

look into the possibility of toilets on site. 

 

3. The Chair thanked Mr. Kennedy for the information.  
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4. The Chair thanked Mr Brown for the information and asked the meeting to 

put forward the names of people in the village who have outstanding gardens 

for the village competition. 

 

5 The Clerk will contact DCC and arrange a survey, Cllr Carr said that there 

would be a significant cost associated with the removal. 

 

6. The Clerk will request a skip. 

 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 8pm.  

Present: 

 

 Mrs. A. Bell (Chair) 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Wilkinson 

 Mr. A. Wake 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 Cllr. Mr. C Carr 

 

 

 Mr. E. Brown (Allotment Ass.) 

 Mr. D Kennedy ( Allotment Ass.) 

  

Item 1: Apologies 

 

 Cllr David Johnson 

 Cllr M. Bell. 

 Pcso Neil Turnbull. 

 

Item 2: Declaration of interests: 

 

 None. 

 

Item 3: Minutes of last meeting  

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events.  

  

 

Item 4: Matters arising from those minutes 

  

There were no matters arising. 

 

Item 5: Police report 

  

      Apologies from PCSO Neil Turnbull  

 

Item 6: County Councilors Report. 
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      Cllr Carr gave a report to the meeting. Informing the PC about the plans to “Top 

Slice” some services (Police, Fire service ) will be losing out on some of their budget. 

They will be compensating for the reduction by re-jigging shifts and looking at 

alternative arrangements, so that services aren’t or reduced. 

The County Durham Plan has been unveiled showing a use of Brown Field Sites for 

housing. Areas such as the Westline and the Drum industrial estate may be utilised  

 If there is any budget remaining at the end of the year then it will be used to resurface 

foot paths and improve the signage for the school crossing in the village. 

 £10,000 has been set aside for the Ashes at Durham Cricket ground in 2013. 

 

Item 7: Clerks report  

 

        The Clerk to the Council: Actions from the August meeting. 

 

1. Contact DCC re the removal of the damaged seat on Ouston Bank 

2. Contact the Highways re the extension of the road safety barrier and lights 

3. Contact highways re the hole around the drain on Milbanke. 

4. Contact DCC re the painting and seat at the Institute Tce bus stop. 

5. Contact DCC re the grass cutting in the village. 

6. Contact DCC for an update about the seating in the village. 

7  Invite Stewart Champion to next PC meeting. 

8. Contact DCC about an extension to Cooks Corner bus shelter. 

       

Item 8 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

Parish Plan: Cllr A Wake gave the results of the questionnaire, 150 were returned out 

of the 1600 sent out. Most were deposited in the village post box located under the 

Notice Board. 

The main point raised was the lack of seating in the village.  

Cllr Carr clarified the situation on Parish Councilors hosting surgeries, ONLY county 

councilors need to do so. 

The Chair has asked if the PC could look into the possibility of employing a cleaner to 

tour the village and keep it tidy, as Urpeth PC do. 

Other topics raised were the lack of policing and busses  

. 

 

Item 9 : Allotments  

 

 See above. 

 

 

 

Item 10 : Correspondence 

 

1). For information  

 

 

2) From Residents   
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         An email was received enquiring as to the possibility of advertising in the 

village news letter, the PC have decided not to have any advertisements in the 

publication. 

 

            

3) For Action 

 

£35 donation to the Royal British Legion.  

                     

Item 11 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

1. Contact skip hire company 

2. look at toilets for allotments. 

5. Contact DCC re asbestos. 

6. Contact DCC for an update about the seating in the village. 

7  Speak to Mike Sikowski re cleaner 

 

 

Item 12 : Accounts 

 

Clerk Salary £436 

Royal British Legion £35 

 

Item 13 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting Thursday the 26
th

 October 2012, 7:00pm. 


