
                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Ouston Parish Council 
Clerk to the Council: Mr. D. Toulmin . 2 Ouston Springs Farm Cottages, Ouston 

Tel: 0191 4922050 

 

  Minutes of meeting held on the 22
nd

 March 2012 

 

Residents Forum : 7:30pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC by Mr. D. McGill 

and Mr. Newton on behalf of the OVA. 

 

1. Mr. D. McGill has enquired as to the date that the dog bin survey is to be 

carried out, and if representatives of the OVA can be present. 

 

2. Mr. Newton has asked if the PC could find out how much the seating in the 

village costs, as he may have found a cheaper supplier. 

 

3. Mr. Newton raised the issue of the placement of the flag with in the village 

on behalf of the resident (27 Cromarty). 

 

4. Mr. D. McGill asked who was heading up the pick nick in the park 

initiative. 

 

 

 Responses: 

 

1. The Clerk will contact the relevant department in DCC and pass on the 

information. 

 

2. The Chairman informed the meeting of the procurement procedures that 

DCC must follow before contracts can be given for the manufacture of seating 

units. The clerk will enquire as to the unit costs of the seating. 

 

3. The Clerk confirmed that he would contact the resident.  

 

4. Cllr Mrs. M. Wilkinson confirmed that the license for Olympic Event it was 

applied for by Urpeth residents association. 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 7.45pm.  

Present: 

 Mr. A. Wake (Chairman) 

 Mr. D. Johnston 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Bell 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 

 Mr. D McGill (OVA) 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

 Mr. M Newton (OVA) 

  

  

 

Item 1: Apologies 

 

 PCSO Neil Turnbull 

 Cllr Mr. Carr 

 Cllr Mrs. Potts 

 

Item 2: Declaration of interests: 

 

 Mrs. M. Bell declared and interest in the OVA. 

 

Item 3: Minutes of last meeting  

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events.  

An amendment to response 5 made by Cllr. Carr, it should read “Cllr. Carr 

added that the £500 funding from the AAP had already been allocated so 

wouldn’t be available for the flag as a previous submission had already been 

made.” 

Item 7 should be Cllr F Wilkinson not Wilson and in response 8 it should be 

Cllr Mrs. M Wilkinson not Cllr Mrs. A Bell. 

The Chairman asked Cllr F Wilkinson to make the amendments and forward 

to the Clerk. 

  

 

Item 4: Matters arising from those minutes 

  

See Clerks Report. Cllr. Wilkinson has requested that a differentiation should 

be shown in the minutes as to matters raised by Mr. McGill / Mr. Newton 

personally and those raised on behalf of the OVA 

 

Presentations were made to all the Garden winners for 2011. The Parish 

Council would like to congratulate all those that took part and wish them all 

the success in the coming year. 

  

 

 

Item 5: Police report 

  

CPO Neil Turnbull was not present at the meeting, however had forwarded the 

police news letter prior to the meeting. 

 

Item 6: Report from Councilor Carr 

 

Apologies received from Councilor Carr 

 

Item 7: Clerks report  



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

 

 Action Points for the Clerk from the meeting of 23
rd

 February 2011: 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

 

1. Contact DCC regarding the issue of grass damage. 

 Reported to DCC Ref: 12656231 

2. Contact DCC regarding the additional seating to be located in Ross Park. 

Reported to DCC Ref: 15656167 

3. The clerk will arrange a meeting with Mr. T. Murray 

 PC agreed anytime in April 

4. Liaise with the community centre to arrange the PC meeting dates. 

 Done 

5. Contact DCC regarding additional seating to be located at the bus stop next 

to the garage. 

Reported to DCC Ref: 15656187 

6. Contact the police and enquire if they are able to send a representative in the 

absence of PCO Neil Turnbull 

Done 

7. Invite the local winners of the Garden Awards to the next PC meeting. 

Presentations made to winners. 

8. Clerk to Revisit the Christmas lights 

 Issue of wooden poles persists 

9. Invite the Allotment Association to the next PC meeting 

AA have been invited 

     11 Produce an example for the news letter Prior to Jubilee celebrations 

 

Cllr Mrs M Bell has raised the issue of ambulances using the “village as a rat run 

 

 

 

Item 8 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

1. Parish Plan: Chairman Cllr. Mr. A. Wake informed the meeting that he was 

in the process of formulating a questionnaire to canvass the opinions held in 

the village on a number of topics. The format of the questionnaire will be both 

online and on paper format. Paper responses can utilize the mail box located 

under the Parish notice board. 

2. Environment: Northumberland in Bloom 2012 , there are several tubs in the 

village that are not tended. Also the clerk is to take some photographs for the 

village portfolio for Northumberland in Bloom 2012. 

3. Jubilee : The Chairman enquired if the Allotment Association would be 

interested in tending a small garden around the proposed flag site  

The Chair also proposed ribbons to be tied around the trees in the village for 

the jubilee.  

 

 

Item 9 : Allotments  

 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

The allotment association has conducted their first inspections of the gardens 

this year. 10 gardens were deemed not to reach the 50% standard for 

cultivation.  

Letters have been sent out informing those tenants of the findings and advising 

them how to remedy the situation. 

Rents continue to be paid for 2012/13 rent. The end date being March 31
st
.  

 

 

Item 10 : Correspondence 

 

  

1). For information  

Quotations for insurance continue to arrive. 

BDO will be issuing Audit packs March/April 

Information on hanging baskets 

 

 

2) From Residents   

  N.A. 

 

            

- Requests for funding  
N.A                     

 

 

 

Item 11 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

1. Enquired as to the date that the dog bin survey is to be carried out, and if    

representatives of the OVA can be present 

2. Find out how much the seating in the village costs 

3. The Clerk to contact the resident  RE Flag 

4. Photos for portfolio 

5. Approach allotment association to maintain tubs. 

6. Approach allotment association to maintain flag garden 

7 Plaques for jubilee  

8 Obtain quotations for buss shelter insurance  

9. Produce an example for the news letter. 

10. The Clerk will make enquiries to Mr. A Meganson of the AAP regarding 

the ambulances.  

 

 

Item 12 : Accounts 

 

 All cheques were signed 

Best garden £50 

Second Place £30 

Third Place £20 

 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Best Allotment £50 

Most Improved £25 

 

Clerk Salary £436 

 

 

 

Item 13 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting Thursday the 26
th

 April 2012, 7:30pm. 


