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  Minutes of meeting held on the 23
rd

 February 2012 

 

Residents Forum : 7:30pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC: 

 

1. Mr. T Murray informed the meeting about the Durham Food Bank. The 

organization collects and distributes food to people in crisis with in the local 

area. Over the last few months they have collected and distributed 5 tones of 

food, giving each household enough food for approximately 3 days. Mr 

Murray has requested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss the 

initiative in more detail. 

 

2. Mr. T Murray also informed the Parish Council that he had set up a meeting 

between himself and the local bus company to discuss the recent changes to 

the number 34 bus service, and would let the PC know when he had the date 

for the meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Newton raised the issue of the apparent confusion surrounding the new 

bin collections. It appears some had stickers adhered to the bins to inform the 

householders as to the new arrangements, however some did not. 

 

4. Cllr Mrs. M. Bell added that she felt that the new bin lids were to light 

resulting in litter being strewn around the village after the recent high winds. 

 

5. Mr. D. McGill feels the minutes did not fully reflect the sighting of the 

proposed flag with in the village and suggested a few alternatives for its 

location. Also the possibility of joining with the Urpeth Parish council, to 

halve the costs and to ask for £500 funding from the AAP. 

 

6. Mr. McGill raised the issue of grass damage, after recent works carried out 

by Openreach and by DCC. The two areas affected are on the main street 

opposite the school junction and opposite the bungalow at the junction at 

Ross. 

 

7. Mr. McGill asked if it was possible to ask for additional seating to be 

located in Ross Park. 

 

8. Mr. McGill raised the issue of dog fowling through out the village and 

pointed out that it was prevalent in areas where dog bins were absent 

 

9. Mr. McGill again raised the issue regarding the planting on the round-a-

bout located on Ouston Bank 

 

10. Mr. McGill asked if it was possible to ask for additional seating to be 

located at the bus stop next to the garage. 
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11. Mr. McGill raised the issue of the street lighting not working (23-29)on 

the front street of the village. 

 

12. Mr. McGill asked for support with the continuing issue regarding the 

termination of the 28 bus service 

 

13. Mr. McGill asked for more notice boards to be located around the village. 

 

 

 

 

 Responses: 

 

1. The Clerk thanked Mr. Murray for the information and agreed to organize a 

meeting to further discuss the Durham Food Bank. 

 

2. The Chairman and Clerk thanked Mr. Murray for the information and will 

await his contact. 

 

3. Councilor Carr responded to Mr Newton regarding the new bin collection. 

He wasn’t aware of the stickers, but confirmed that it is OK to use both bins at 

the moment.  

 

4. Cllr Carr also gave advice on how to use the bins correctly, such as using 

hot water to collapse plastic bottles and the need to break down cardboard 

boxes to stop the coming out of the bins in high winds. 

 

5. The chairman informed Mr. McGill that no decision had yet been made on 

the final location of the flag pole as several had been suggested, which is why 

it doesn’t appear in the minutes. The PC is currently awaiting a site visit from 

DCC before the matter can be progressed further. Cllr. Carr added that the 

£500 funding from the AAP had already been allocated so wouldn’t be 

available for the flag. 

 

6. The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC. 

 

7. The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC. 

 

8. The chairman informed Mr. McGill that the AAP are currently looking into 

the issue of dog fowling, however the sighting of the bins has strict guide lines 

and must be close to a road to facilitate emptying, and this fact limits the 

locations that bins can be located. Cllr Mr. Frank Wilson also confirmed that a 

task group headed by Martin Brisco was also looking into the issue. Cllr Mrs. 

M  Bell also informed the meeting that leaflets aimed specifically at dog 

walkers had been distributed. 

 

9. Cllr Carr again confirmed that instructions for the round-a-bout planting had 

already been issued.  
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10.The Clerk thanked Mr. McGill for the information and will contact the 

appropriate department with in DCC.  

 

 

11. Councilor Carr responded to Mr. McGill’s issue of the broken street 

lighting, informing him that the issue had already been raised and in the event 

of it happening again the Highways Department could be reached on 

01913706000 

 

12. Councilor Carr responded to Mr. McGill’s issue, reiterating that DCC had 

perused this matter to its conclusion and would not be revisiting it in the 

foreseeable future.  

 

13. The chairman informed Mr. McGill that the issue of more notice boards 

has already been raised and was being looked into. The Clerk added that any 

ideas upon the location of the new boards would be considered. 

 

 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 7.45pm.  

Present: 

 Mr. A. Wake (Chairman) 

 Mr. D. Johnston 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Bell 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 Cllr. Mr. C. Carr 

 

 Mr. D McGill (OVA) 

 Mr. M Newton (OVA) 

 Mr. Tom Murray 

  

 

Item 1: Apologies 

 

 PCSO Neil Turnbull 

 

Item 2: Declaration of interests: 

 

 Mrs. M. Bell declared and interest in the OVA. 

 

Item 3: Minutes of last meeting  

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events.  

  

 

Item 4: Matters arising from those minutes 
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 See Clerks Report. 

  

 

 

Item 5: Police report 

  

CPO Neil Turnbull was not present at the meeting, however had forwarded the 

police news letter prior to the meeting. 

 

Item 6: Report from Councilor Carr 

 

Councilor Carr informed the meeting that the environmental task group were 

already looking into the dog fowling issue and as a result of a survey 

conducted by themselves they had graded Ouston as a 3, on a scale of 1-12, 1 

being good 12 being bad. However they were looking at hot spots. 

  Cllr Carr also gave a warning about a computer based scam that is currently 

in operation. An email is being circulated from a bogus company called 

Union. Two people have so far been conned out of around £19,000. Trading 

standards are involved and are looking into the false goods. 

 22,000 new recycling bins have been delivered with an estimated saving to 

the council of approximately £9million over the next 5 years. 

Savings of approximately £3.5million have also been achieved due to the 

management restructure giving a total saving of around £35million since the 

reductions began. The budget is due to be reduced still further, by 

approximately 40%, by 2016/17. 

The council will make increase to the Council tax this year , however due to a 

small rise in the cost of policing and the fire service the overall figure will rise 

slightly from £1282.86 to £1526.73 for a band D property. 

 

Item 7: Clerks report  

 

 Action Points for the Clerk from the meeting of 26
th

 January 2011: 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

1. Contact DCC regarding the relocation of the Milbank salt bin. 

     Raised with DCC 

2. Contact DCC regarding the number/spelling of the replacement signage. 

     Cllrs Frank and Maureen Wilson met with Sue Murray from DCC and  

arranged the new signage. 

3. The clerk will investigate the issue the Stolen/missing benches to clarify if 

DCC have removed them, if so, what is the timescale for their replacement? 

    Ongoing 

4. Liaise with the community centre to arrange the PC meeting dates. 

    Completed  

5. Contact local groups for their contribution to the news letter. 

    Ongoing 

6. Contact the local schools and allotments re the usage of the old green 

recycling bags. 

     Completed 
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7. Invite the local winners of the Garden Awards to the next PC meeting. 

     Completed 

8. Clerk to clarify the bill from DCC for £1381.57  

     Completed 

12. Find the names of the “best Garden” winners 

 

      1
ST

 Place  26 The Oval 

      2
nd

 Place  47 Cromarty 

      3
rd

 Place  50 Ross 

 

Allotment winners 

 

Best Allotment: Mr J Lough  

Most improved Allotment: Mrs Potts  

 

 

 

Item 8 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

1. Parish Plan: Cllr Mrs. A Bell will take up the baton with the help of Cllr. 

Mr. A. Wake, in the absence of Cllr. Mrs. M. Bell, so no report was given at 

this time. 

2. Environment: The dates for Northumberland in Bloom 2012 have been 

announced and the invitations have been sent. 

3. A letter has been sent out to the land owner whom has a blocked right of 

way. The heavily polluted path behind the Westline Ind. Est. has been reported 

to environmental health for inspection. 

4. Jubilee Council agreed that the flagpole should go ahead. DCC have passed 

the request to their Grounds team to survey possible sites, and to apply for the 

relevant license 

 

 

Item 9 : Allotments  

 

 The allotment association had enquired as to how much of their rent was being 

spent on pest control, however as the monies are paid into a central pot it would be 

impossible to break the figure down to an individual level. 

 The PC have asked the AA to produce an invoice for the cost of the recent pluming 

repairs the carried out, so they could be reimbursed. 

 The AA also forwarded a complaint regarding fire smoke, blowing onto the 

neighboring street (Institute Terrace). The tenant was asked to put out the fire by the 

AA. A warning letter will be forwarded to the tenant. 

 

 

 

Item 10 : Correspondence 

 

  

1). For information  
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2) From Residents   

  A letter from Mrs. J Cherry letter RE flag was read  

Mr Murray acknowledging receipt of PC response 

Visit from residents of Viola crescent asking for an update.  

 

            

- Requests for funding  
A request for a donation towards the jubilee event was asked for. The PC agreed on 

a figure of £250                     

 

 

 

Item 11 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

1. Contact DCC regarding the issue of grass damage. 

2. Contact DCC regarding the additional seating to be located in Ross Park. 

3. The clerk will arrange a meeting with Mr. T. Murray 

4. Liaise with the community centre to arrange the PC meeting dates. 

5. Contact DCC regarding additional seating to be located at the bus stop next 

to the garage. 

6. Contact the police and enquire if they are able to send a representative in the 

absence of PCO Neil Turnbull 

7. Invite the local winners of the Garden Awards to the next PC meeting. 

8. Clerk to Revisit the Christmas lights 

9. Find the names of the “best Garden” winners 

 

      1
ST

 Place  26 The Oval 

      2
nd

 Place  47 Cromarty 

      3
rd

 Place  50 Ross 

 

10. Arrange retraction and apology letters to the people listed on the previous 

minutes 

11. Invite the Allotment Association to the next PC meeting 

12 Produce an example for the news letter. 

 

 

Item 12 : Accounts 

 

 All cheques were signed 

Urpeth residents association £250 

Clerk Salary £436 

 

 

 

Item 13 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting Thursday the 22
nd

 March 2012, 7:30pm. 


