
                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Ouston Parish Council 
Clerk to the Council: Mr. D. Toulmin . 2 Ouston Springs Farm Cottages, Ouston 

Tel: 0191 4922050 

 

  Minutes of meeting held on the 26
th

 January 2012 

 

Residents Forum : 7:30pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC: 

 

1. Mr. D. McGill asked for clarification on which signs were being replaced 

with in the village. 

 

2. Mr. McGill and Mr. Newton kindly informed the meeting of which signs 

need replacing in their opinion and the correct spelling of each as this has been 

an issue in the past. They are as follows: Arisaig, Callander, Carnoustie, and 

Fairisle 

 

3. Mr. McGill raised the issue of being able to make a contribution to the 

changes to the minutes of previous meetings concerning the matters he has 

raised on behalf of the OVA. 

 

4. Mr. McGill and Mr. Newton raised the issue the Stolen/missing benches 

through out the village and the timescale for their replacement 

 

 

 Responses: 

 

1. The Clerk acknowledged Mr. McGill’s request and will investigate this 

issue on his behalf and report back to the next meeting with his findings. 

 

2. The Chairman and Clerk thanked Mr. McGill and Mr. Newton for the 

information they had provided and will pass it on to the relevant department at 

DCC. 

 

3. The Chairman agreed that it was only proper that Mr. McGill should be able 

to and have the opportunity to make amendments to the minutes of previous 

meetings in the matters concerning issues raised by himself on behalf of the 

OVA, where he felt the wording was insufficient or inaccurate. 

 

4. The clerk will investigate the issue the Stolen/missing benches to clarify if 

DCC have removed them, if so, what is the timescale for their replacement? 

 

 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 7.45pm.  

Present: 

 Mr. A. Wake (Chairman) 

 Mr. D. Johnston 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. M. Wilkinson 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

 Mrs. A. Bell 

 Mrs. M. Bell 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 Cllr. Mr. C. Carr 

 

 Mr. D McGill (OVA) 

 Mr M Newton (OVA) 

  

 

Item 1: Apologies 

 

 Cllr. Mrs. M. Potts, PCSO Neil Turnbull 

 

Item 2: Declaration of interests: 

 

 Mrs. M. Bell declared an interest in the OVA. 

 

Item 3: Minutes of last meeting  

 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events after the minor changes to the wording of the December meeting 

minutes were made. They were then signed by the Chairman. 

  

Item 4: Matters arising from those minutes 

  

The start of the meeting had been changed from the earlier time of 7pm to 

7:30pm. This was done to accommodate the council members’ prior 

commitments. It was proposed that all future meetings follow this pattern. All 

those present agreed to the change, so going forward the meetings will begin 

with the open forum at 7:30pm. 

Please see the clerks report for the other issues raised during the meeting. 

 

Item 5: Police report 

  

CPO Neil Turnbull was not present at the meeting, however had forwarded the 

police news letter prior to the meeting. 

 

Item 6: Report from Councilor Carr 

 

Councilor Carr informed the meeting of the changes to the bin collections that 

will be affecting the village in the coming months. He confirmed that the 

households in the village will be receiving a new bin to go alongside their 

existing bin. One bin will be for recyclables the other for waste. Each bin will 

be collected a biweekly basis. The first week the recycling bin only, the next 

week the refuse bin only. The days the bins are collected will also change, 

with bins no longer being collected on a Monday. This will remove the current 

disruption to the collections on weeks containing a Bank Holiday Monday. 

Full instructions and an information pack will be delivered to all 

households prior to the changes.  



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Councilor Carr also suggested that the Parish Council look at ways to utilize 

the recycling bags with in the community that will be no longer needed. 

 

Councilor Carr confirmed that there would be no road markings placed with in 

the Turnberry estate; however the Give Way markings would be placed on the 

entrance to said estate. At this time Councilor Carr is still making enquiries 

regarding the poor filling of the hole after the water works conducted at the 

entrance to Penn Hill/St Benets. 

 

Item 7: Clerks report  

 

 Action Points for the Clerk from the meeting of 22
nd

 December 2011: 

 

1. Contact DCC regarding the empty salt bins 

    The issue was raised with DCC (CLM:11665027). They responded with 

“the bin in question will be filled on the next rotation.” 

2. Respond to Mr. Bells e-mail re the flag 

    A reply was sent via email to Mr. Bell addressing his concerns. 

3. Book training course 

    A Course will be booked at the next available time 

4. Purchase camera 

     Camera purchased 

5. Contact DCC Highways with regards to the selected flag site 

    Issue CLM:11026767 has been passed to DCC Grounds Keeping 

6. Contact DCC re people smoking in the bus stops and ask for signage. 

    DCC have replaced some signage, the others are scheduled 

7. Contact DCC re Give Way” markings be placed on the entrance to 

Turnberry  

    See Councilor Carrs report 

8. Compose a template letter re Hett Hills site closure. 

    Completed and passed to members 

9. Investigate the reported a broken seat and blocked pathway (location given) 

    The Blocked pathway has been rerouted around the trouble spot by DCC,                                  

Awaiting confirmation of this. The Missing seats have also been reported 

10. Meet Aaron re Christmas Lights for the village. 

      Due to the cost of the power supply for the lights this would be 

uneconomical to pursue.  

11. Arrange the printing of 1300 newsletters. 

     Ordered and delivered 

12. Find the names of the “best Garden” winners 

 

      1
ST

 Place Mr. J Lough 

      2
nd

 Place Mr. E Downey 

      3
rd

 Place Mr. C Redpath 

      4
th

 Place Mrs. J Stone 

      5
th

 Place Mr. T Curran 

 

Allotment winners 

 

Best Allotment: Mr J Lough  



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Most improved Allotment: Mrs Potts  

 

Item 8 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

1. Parish Plan: Cllr Mrs. A Bell will take up the baton with the help of Cllr. 

Mr. A. Wake, in the absence of Cllr. Mrs. M. Bell, so no report was given at 

this time. 

2. Environment: The dates for Northumberland in Bloom 2012 have been 

announced and the invitations have been sent. 

3. Pathways; A blocked pathway and broken stile have been reported to the 

task group. The land owner is under the impression that the path has been 

rerouted to skirt his property. DCC have been approached for clarification. 

4. Olympic/Jubilee Task group: DCC have been approached for possible 

funding of the Torch/Jubilee events. 

Council agreed that the flagpole should go ahead. DCC have passed the 

request to their Grounds team to survey possible sites. 

 

Item 9 : Allotments  

 

No report  

 

Item 10 : Correspondence 

 

1). For information  

 

              Bank Statements 

              DCC Chairman’s medal nominations 

              OVA meeting schedule  

 

3) For action:  

  Blachere (Costing RE Christmas lights for the village) 

    Please see Clerks report 

  Precept 2012 

The Precept was discussed and an amount of £20,083, the same as the    

previous year, was agreed. 

 Northumbria in Bloom Meeting ( March 13
th

 0930 – 1000) 

   Mr and Mrs Wilkinson to attend 

             Neighbourhood planning event 29 March 2012, 10:00 until 13:00 

               Mr and Mrs Wilkinson to attend 

 

2.) Residents 

                    

Filling of salt bins CLM:11665027 

            Mr D McGill wishes to discuss making amendments to the minutes 

A letter from Mr. Murray was received via the Chairman. He had enclosed  

copies of the letters he had sent to the bus company regarding the changes 

made to the bus routes. 

 

 

 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

Item 11 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

1. Contact DCC regarding the relocation of the Milbank salt bin. 

2. Contact DCC regarding the number/spelling of the replacement signage. 

3. The clerk will investigate the issue the Stolen/missing benches to clarify if 

DCC have removed them, if so, what is the timescale for their replacement? 

4. Liaise with the community centre to arrange the PC meeting dates. 

5. Contact local groups for their contribution to the news letter. 

6. Contact the local schools and allotments re the usage of the old green 

recycling bags. 

7. Invite the local winners of the Garden Awards to the next PC meeting. 

8. Clerk to clarify the bill from DCC for £1381.57  

 

Item 12 : Accounts 

 

 All cheques were signed 

Camera £106.37 

DCC works £1381.57 

Northumbrian water £89.01 

Clerk Salary £436 

 

Item 13 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting Thursday the 23rd February 2012, 7:30pm. 


