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Ouston Parish Council 
Clerk to the Council: Mr D. Toulmin . 2 Ouston Springs Farm Cottages, Ouston 

Tel: 0191 4922050 

 

  Minutes of meeting held on the 3
rd

 November 2011 

 

Residents Forum : 7pm 

The following issues were brought to the attention of the PC: 

 

1. Mr. Barry Simpson raised the issue of the lack of consultation, for the 

change in the bus route for the No.28 bus, Chester-le-street to Newcastle via 

Beamish and Ouston. The new route has incorporated Kibblesworth and           

“ Sainsbury’s”  to the route and now terminates on Pilgrim Street leaving a 

long walk into the centre of town. Mr. Simpson is in receipt of a letter from 

DCC stating the consultation was carried out at the same time as the 

consultation for the proposed changes to the No.34 service. Mr. Simpson feels 

this was not the case. 

 

2. Mr. Derek McGill (OVA) asked for an update on the replacing of the street 

signs, in particular the “Fairisle” sign. The latest issue arose when the 

emergency services couldn’t locate the home they required. 

He also enquired about the progress on the school crossing lights and the 

problem of litter in the cut between Arisaig and Arcadia. The latter issue is 

resolved. 

 

            Responses: 

 

The Chair responded that the ongoing issue concerning the signage in the 

village and the perceived lack of consultation regarding the bus routes would 

be taken up by the Clerk whom will report back as to the progress off the 

issues at the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

 Cllr. Carr responded at the request of the chairman to the other issues. 

The school crossing lights are currently with the highway engineers, whom are 

looking into the issue. The problems concerning the litter and general detritus 

found near the Arcadia shops had already been brought to a satisfactory 

conclusion (see below item 9). 

 

Parish Council monthly meeting started at 7.20pm.  

 

Present: 

  

 Mr. A. Wake (Chairman) 

 Mr. D. Johnston 

 Mr. F. Wilkinson 

 Mrs. A. Bell 

 Mr. D. Toulmin (Clerk to the Council) 

 Cllr. Mr. C. Carr 

 

 Mr. D McGill (OVA) 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

 

Item 1 : Apologies 

 

 Mrs. M. Potts, Mrs. M. Wilkinson, Mrs. M. Bell 

 

Item 2 : Declaration of interests: 

 

 There were no declarations of interest. 

 

Item 3 : Minutes of last meeting  

 

It was noted that the meeting planned for the 22
nd

 of September had not taken 

place and the meeting scheduled for the 27
th

 of October had been postponed 

until the 3
rd

 of November. Also a small amendment was made to item 8 

(training and reports task group Parish Paths). The names Cllrs. M&F 

Wilkinson has been changed to Cllr. Mrs. A. Bell. 

The minutes of the meeting were read and accepted as an accurate record of 

events, with the above amendments. They were then signed by the Chairman. 

 

Item 4 : Matters arising from those minutes 

 

 The “Best Garden” and “Best Allotment” prizes to be presented to the 

winners. 

 

Cllr. Carr to be included in the distribution of the next minutes. The chairman 

also requested that the local police officers, PC Kenneth Judd and PCSO Neil 

Turnbull could be informed as to the dates of the PC meetings so that they 

might attend. 

 

Item 5 : Police report 

 

 There were no police present at the meeting 

 

Report from Councillor Carr 

 

Cllr. Carr updated the Parish Council regarding several issues that were raised 

earlier in the month: 

 

1. The height limit sign on the parking area next to the football fields has been 

reattached, however there is an ongoing issue regarding the drainage stone 

being thrown at passing cars by youths. The police have been informed and 

are carrying out enquiries. 

2. The highways agency has begun the work to replant the round-a-bout on the 

bank leading to the village. The reason for the delay was due to the fact that 

the inside lane was required to be closed during the clearing work. The heather 

will be planted at a later stage. 

3. Cllr. Carr also informed the meeting that the Boundary Commission report 

had been completed and, that it was decided, by the commission, that in order 

to avoid any confusion they have confirmed the draft recommendations for a 

three-member Pelton Division as final. 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

4. Also the winter maintenance program hasn’t yet started, however it will be 

due to start in November and there is adequate salt to cover the cold weather 

period. 

 

Item 6 : Training opportunities and Clerks report 

 

  To be confirmed at a later date 

 

Item 7 : Parish Amenities and Task Groups 

 

1. Jubilee project: Cllr. Bell reported that no planning permission is required 

for the erection of the flag pole to be located out side the Ouston community 

centre. The whole cost for the pole should be around £350. A new brass 

plaque is also required to replace 

 

2. No feedback on the parish paths at this time 

 

3. The winners of the Northumberland in Bloom have been decided, the 

presentations to the winners will be arranged for December 

 

Item 8 : Allotments  

 

1. The Allotment Association held their annual AGM on the 31
st
 of October. 

An addition to the rule regarding the keeping of livestock on the allotment site 

was voted for and passed. The exclusion of ferrets has now been added to part 

K of the rule book. The rule now reads: Plot holders shall not keep any 

livestock on the allotment site, Livestock being any goat, cattle, horse, ass, 

mule, pig, sheep or ferret.  

2. The Allotment Association has approached the Parish Council to request a 

skip, for the removal of waste from the gardens; it was agreed and left to the 

clerk to organize the dates of the hire with the association. 

They have also reported a leaking tap in the allotments, which will require the 

attention of a plumber. The Council agreed the Clerk can make the 

arrangements for its repair. 

3. A request has also been made by the Association to change the procedure 

for giving allotment plot holders notice to quit their plots after breaking the 

rules. They feel the amount of time being given is too long and wish to reduce 

the amount of time given. The council agreed the Clerk can liaise with the 

Association to draft a new, shorter process. 

4. The Association has requested that the clerk send a letter to the plot holders 

to ascertain how many keys for the gates are in circulation. 

 The Association have also kindly offered 4 fences to surround the Christmas 

tree throughout the festive period. 

 

Item 9 : Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 



                                

 

Signed …………………………………………….           Date………………….. 

1). Information 

  

Email conformation has been received from Mr. G. Evans, on behalf of The 

Christian Fellowship, confirming the Christmas Carol service will be held on 

Sunday 11th December, starting at 5.00pm weather dependant. 

 

2.) Residents 

 

1. A resident has raised the issue of rats behind the shops, to Cllr. Bell. The 

rodents have been seen on several occasions running along the back lane 

between the gardens and the shops. Cllr. Bell informed DCC of the problem 

and they dispatched a pest controller, whom met Cllr Bell on site. He could 

find no evidence of the rats, however suggested that the storm drains in the 

immediate vicinity were in need of clearing. 

 

2. The chairman, Cllr. A. Wake, has also raised the issue of the replacing the 

two missing trees outside the shops on Arcadia, and requested an update on 

the situation regarding the scout hut located in Ross Park. 

 

3. We were also in receipt of an email regarding a complaint made by Mr. 

Marsh highlighting the litter problem in the thoroughfare between Arisaig and 

Arcadia, to the Parish Council. The matter was passed to DCC, whom 

resolved the matter with in two days. They also suggested it may be possible 

to place a bin into the thoroughfare to reduce the problem in the future.  

 

Item 10 : Actions arising from meeting 

 

The Clerk to the Council: 

1. Follow up on the signage in the village  

2. Consult Bus Company/DCC about perceived lack of consultation regarding 

the bus routes. 

3 .Possible suppliers for the proposed flag pole. 

4. Arrange the storm drains in the Arcadia area to be cleared 

5. Arrange am certificate for the Christmas tree lights. 

6. Update on the Scout hut in Ross Park 

7. Update on the missing trees next to the Arcadia shops. 

8. Invite a representative of the Police to the meetings. 

9. Liaise with the Allotment Association regarding the leaking tap, skip and 

the new process for termination of contracts. 

10. Contact DCC with regards to a new bin to be located next to the Arcadia 

shops. 

11. Follow up additional bench seating near Broom Play Area. 

 

Item 11 : Accounts 

 

 All cheques were signed 

 

Item 12 : Proposed date of next meeting 

 

Next Meeting 24
th

 November 2011, 7pm. 


